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Israelis charged with killing 
Palestinian released . .. 
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vkeststkxt attendant, axat soorcessaid. The trio and a 
ktifaryoufo are accused of 'killing , the- 67-year-ohl 
Palestinian a week ago when he toed to prevent them 
fmrt^ te a yjng hj&.Esst Jerusalem service station wiibmjt 
payiqjgSpr- a wnk of gas. The Palestinian grabbed the 
Israel^ car but tbey refused totfop, dragging him sc\ - 
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ving 7 the c an neoidned m custody and was due ia lV 
hestrd by the judge laser this week. Tbet three others wen: 
refraction baSofStUXX} each and ordered nqtro lease 
the ixsuntry ^until the end of their hid, the sources said. 
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South Lebanon truce committee 
meets amid tension 

NAQOURA (AFP) — The intemaiionai committee 
munitorinu the uneasy truce in South Lebanon met 
here Wednesday amid a surge in violence in the region 
which has left 10 people dead and nearly 50 wounded 
*ince Monday . The five-nation mice committee con- 
vened at 3:10 p.m. at the headquarters of the U-N. 
peacekeeping forces in this border town, officials said. 
Hie panel — made up of representatives from 
Lebanon. Israel, Syria. France and the U.S. — was 
ihie to discuss complaints by Lebanon and Israel of 
uuce violations. Ten Lebanese civilians have been 
killed and 47 wounded in violence since Monday in 
southern Lebanon, where Israel controls a self- 
declared "security zone.” <See story on this page) 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


Over Israeli protests, Arafat Thneibat calls on Jerusalem conference 


national unity’ talks 


gaza erry tafp) — 

Brushing; aside Israeli 
protests. Kdesnoian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafet held a 
"national unity” meeting 
Wednesday with opposition 
leaders, including Islamic 
militants who hack terror 
attacks against Israel. 

Mr. Arafar addressed die 
assembly of all Palestinian 
political Tactions, -including 
the Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad which have 
claimed responsibility for 
most major anti-Israeli 
attacks. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has 
blamed Hamas for a July 30 
double suicide bombing in 
Jerusalem that killed 16 
people and insists Mr. Arafat 
dismantle the group’s mili- 
tary network and arrest 
scores of its leaders. 

But Mr. Arafat has ruled 
out such a crackdown and 
instead launched a reconcil- 
iation dialogue with Hamas 
and other opposition groups, 
both to show his resistance 
to Israeli “dictates'* and to 
cry to bring the opposition in 
line with his political pro- 
gramme.-; 

* Nabil Shaath, one of Mr. 
Arafat's lop negotiators with 
Israel said , the meeting 
aimed to create "national 
unity and political consen- 
sus.” ■' /;•'• 

"This is a very important 
pari of democracy. It is very 
necessary during this time 
of difficulty, a time when we 
are determined to save the 
peace process,” Mr. Shaath 
told journalists before the 
session. 

Ahmad Saadeh. a leading 
member of the Kbaias Party, 
made up of former Hamas 
officials; said the meeting 
showed the . Palestinian 
Notional Authority (PNA) 
would “not act like the army 
ofLahad:’ 

He was referring to 
Antoine Lahad, the head of 
the South Lebanese Army 
(SLA), 4 faction fighting 
alongside Israel in its long- 
rumring conflict ■ with 
Hizbollah Islamist guerrillas 
in south Lebanon. 

A top - aide to Mr. 
Netanyahu .said Mr. Arafat’s 
hosting of the meeting 
would make Israel less like- 
ly to.- ease crippling sanc- 


tions it imposed on the self- 
rule authority after the July 
30 bombing. 

"This is completely the 
opposite of what they 
should be doing. Instead of 
: dismantling the icrrurist 
groups they ore trying to 
placate them," David Bur- 
IJktn, Mr. Netanyahu’s 
media adviser, told Age nee 
France Presse. 

“You canned placate and 
appease terrorist groups,” he 
said. 

It will be less than tempt- 
ing nerw to release the rest of 
the funds,” he said, referring 
to tax moneys and custom 
duties which Mr. Netanyahu 
has refused to hand over to 
the PNA. Israel earlier this 
week, handed over 30 per 
cent of some $45 million 
which it owes to the cash- 
strapped PNA. 

But Mr. Netanyahu has 
refused to transfer the 
remainder or lift an block- 
ade of the Palestinian terri- 
tories imposed in the wake 
of the Jerusalem bombing. 

General Moshe Yaalon, 
lead of Israeli military intel- 
ligence, accused Mr. Arafat 
of using the dialogue meet- 
ing to “close ranks” with the 
opposition and plan “spon- 
taneous popular violence” 
against Israel. . 

“Despite the Oslo [self-. 
rule] agreements, Mr. Arafat 
has not forgone violence 
and terrorism as a legitimate 
means to achieve Palestinian 
national goals.” Mr. Yaalon 
told a parliament committee 
Tuesday, quoted by the 
Israeli press. 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
have never recognised Mr. 
Arafat's peace deals with 
Israel and seek to create an 
Islamic stare in all of his- 
toric Palestine. Both have 
said “military operations,” 
including suicide bombings, 1 
are the only way to end 
Israeli occupation. 

Me. Arafat has tried in past 
reconciliation talks with 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad to 
convince them to refrain 
from attacks which the 
PNA. 

Heading into Wednesday’s 
meeting, Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad officials praised Me. 
Arafat for refraining from "a 
crackdown against them but 
demanded he take the fur- 
ther step of releasing their 


m ■ “ 

fyfajali says Israeli measures 


serve 


enemies 



to liberate Holy City through holy j ihad 

Conference to produce ‘popular charter ’ to 
defend Arab, Muslim identity of Jerusalem 


^AMMAN^ ■ (Petra) - ~~ ’ 
"Prime " Minister. Abdul 
Sal am . fctojali 1 - said 
Wfedncsday that the. do- ' 
sqrr end siegc imposed on 
Palestinian people can 
rody teatto further tension 
iand server the purpose of 
• the enebti^s of peace.- - 
^pealripg duiin^a mew- - 
mg^wfih the yfeimig inter- - 
foacc ddfigotion , 
. gtw^rfrtg American ■- con- 
gressn^ and a stouty m . 
'tire bqrihuneat ss 
; well as per^^ 

ahties from the . U.S.. 
Canada, Russia and Israel, 
Dr. Mojali said tte Israeli 
practices and' the unjusti- 
fiod -economic sanctions' 
against the - Palestinians 
.rave led to an increase in 
the rates of unemployment 
antofltg Palestinians and. 
deprived ‘ them uf their 
.ri^towqric. 

T^ prinw minister said: 

. “The siege against the peo- 
ple is not in the interest of 
' anyone,” adding that '.lt Is 
unreasonable to impose 
punishment on die whole. 
Palestinian nation after 
.every incidein,” holing 
that "the identity of the * 

petpefrtaHs - cif ; -the 

militants held in PNA pris- 
ons. 

But last Friday. Palestinian 
security services rearrested 
10 Hamas members who the 
self-rule attorney general 
had ordered released the 
same day after more than a 
year in prison for lack of 


Jerusalem blast has hoi 
yet been established” " 
Referring to Jordan’s 
position. Dr. Mqjali said 
that the Kingdom does, not 
spare any effiort iiiiis diive 
to support the peace 
process fey all possible 


‘The present peace 
opportunity should cot be 
missed - and the enemies of 
peace should ' th* be 

prune tnuuster- 
Referring to His Majesty 
King Hussmh'jr cdendcss | 
efforts,- the pome mmister 
said: “In war, care could 
lose or win but in peace 
everybody is a winner.” 

A spokesman for the vis- 
iting delegation, .voiced 
support for Jordon’s peace . 
efforts stressing that the 
Kingdom '-should receive 
economic : support in 
appreciation of its role. 

.. Present at . the meeting 
were Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter; for Development 
Affairs^ and Minister of : 
State for Prune Ministry 
Affaire Jawad Anani and- 
Minister of Trade, Industry 
and Supply Ham Mulki. 

evidence against them. 

The PNA’s top prison offi- 
cial and his deputy were also 
put under house arrest in 
punishment for following 
the attorney general's 
orders, a human rights group 
said Wednesday. 


Egypt gives PNA $10 million 

CAIRO ( AP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak Tues- 
day pledged $10 miflion to the .Palestinian 'National 
Authority (PNA) to help ease the hardships caused by an 
Israeli blockade. 

.Mr. Mubarak told Palestinian President Yasser Arafat in 
a telephone conversation friar he was "exerting efforts to 
ease me financial crisis facing the PNA and the people,” 
Al: Jumhbimyah newspaper said .in its early Wednesday 
edition. 

The newspaper did not say if. Mr. Mubarak was giving 
$10 miltipn as a loan or a grant but it said the president 
ordered the funds io be transferred immediately. - - 

It quoted Mr. Mubarak as saying die money will “ease 
the basic requirements for the Palestinian peopie-until the 
.ban imposed by the Israeli government on the mratey due 
to the PNA is lifted.” ‘ 


By Tareq Ayyoab 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Panicipanb» 
from Arab and Muslim 
countries Wednesday start- 
ed their “Popular Confer- 
ence on Jerusalem” to 
defend the Arab and Mus- 
lim identity of the Holy 
City and to stop Israeli 
measures to Judaise it 

Ishaq Farfaan, head of the 
steering committee that 
supervised the organisation 
of the two-day conference, 
told more than 2.000 par- 
ticipants that the objective 
of the conference is to 
come up with a "popular 
charter” to liberate 
Jerusalem. 

Dr. Fartian lashed out at 
Arab governments that 
have signed peace treaties 
with Israel and added that 
these agreements failed to 
safeguard Arab and Muslim 
rights and put an end to 
Israeli settlement policies 
in Jerusalem. 

“Our conference coin- 
cides with [Israel's] decla- 
ration of Jerusalem as its 
unified and eternal capital 
and at a time where the fail- 
ure of peace treaties is visi- 
ble to everybody,” Dr. 
Farhan said 

“We hope that a popular 
Arab, Muslim and interna- 
tional committee would 
emerge from this meeting 
to work to put an end to 
enemy plans ” Dr. Farhan 
added. 

Among the several pro- 
posals to be included in the 
Jerusalem Charter is “the 
liberation of Palestine... is a 
holy duty for all Arabs and 
Muslims... and all efforts 
should be exerted to fulfil 
this goal." 

“Palestine is a Muslim 
and Arab land and ail 
changes and Judaisotion 
that have occurred follow- 
ing the Israeli occupation 
are void... these changes 
should be resisted and 
removed,” the proposed 
four-page charter said. 

The charter calls for the 
repatriation of Palestinian 
refugees to the British- 
m an date Palestine “who 



Georce Habash (seated), leader of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP) shakes hands with participants at the Popular Conference for 
Jerusalem on Wednesday. Mr. Habash has so far refused to leave Damascus for 
Palestinian National Authority controlled areas and continues to take a hard 
stand against the peace process (Photo by Yousef ‘Allan) 


were forced to leave their 
homeland through mas- 
sacres, ware, occupation... 
that were committed by the 
Zionist terrorist organisa- 
tions.” 

The proposed charter 
lashes out at peace treaties 
signed with Israel and con- 
siders them a "threat” to 
Arab rights "legitimacy to 
the [Israeli] aggression and 
occupation of Jerusalem 
and Palestine.” 

The leader of the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Jordan, 
Abdul Majid Thneibat. 
called on participants to 
revive the “jihad” or holy 
war against Israel to liber- 
ate Jerusalem. 

Mr. Thneibat stressed that 
the conflict between Arabs 
and Muslims on the one 
hand and Israel on the other 
is not “political or econom- 
ic” but a conflict of the 
“existence.” 

Head of Professional 
Unions Council Hussein 
Mjali said the religious, 
national and legal laws give 
Arabs the. right to fight 
against “those who are 
occupying our lands” 


whether inside or outside 
Israel. 

The participants of the 
meeting represent a wide- 
range of non-go vemmemal 
organisations, political par- 
ties, Islamic movements 
and professional unions in 
different Arab countries. 

Among the participants 
are the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), the 
Popular Front for the Liber- 
ation of Palestine (PFLP). 
and the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP). 

Organisers told the Jor- 
dan Times that security 
agencies have banned sev- 
eral participants and denied 
them access to attend the 
conference. 

Among those who were 
banned Abdul Aziz Rantisi. 
Hamas spokesman in the 
Gaza Strip, Ahmad Bahar. 
head of the A1 Khalas (Sal- 
vation! Party in Gaza and 
several Hamas members in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, the sources, who 
asked not to be named, 
said. 

They added that Hujjat AJ 


Islam Taskhiri, secretary 
general of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Com- 
mand Ahmad Jibrii, the 
Imam of Jerusalem Mosque 
Hamid Bitawi were among 
those who were not 
allowed into the country. 

The list includes Ra'ed 
SaJah, head of the Islamic 
Movement in Israel, who 
obtained a visa from the 
Jordanian embassy in Tel 
Aviv but denied permission 
to enter Jordan at Sheikh 
Hussein Bridge on Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Salah sent a message, 
which was made available 
to the Jordan Times, to Jor- 
dan's ambassador to Israel 
Omar Rifai. protesting the 
Jordanian decision to pre- 
vent him from entering the 
Kingdom. 

The PFLP secretary gen- 
eral George Habash told 
reporters that he hopes the 
conference "will fulfil all 
slogans and proposals with 
actions” adding that he 
believes that "all possible 
means should be used to 
liberate Jerusalem ” 
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TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
warplanes attacked 

Lebanon Wednesday in 
what the military termed a 
limited “warning'’ to the 
Beirut government and 
Islamic guerrillas follow- 
ing a rocket attack on 
northern Israel: 

Hie raids first targeted a 
base of the Shiite Muslim 
militia Hizbollah, then a 
location near a Lebanese 
army position in the- south 
of the country and finally a 
high-tension power line 
near the port city of Sidon, 
an army spokesman said. 

Four civilians were 
reported wounded when 
tiie Hizbollah bases in the 
east of the country were 
raided by two warplanes in 
retaliation for a major 
Hizbollah rocket attack 
into northern Israel, Tues- 
day. • 

The army said the air raid 
that destroyed an electricity 
pylon was “a 'warning to 
the Lebanese government 
that it must curb the actions 
of Hizbollah and stop rock- 
et attacks against Israel.” 

. Aircraft also fired mis- 
siles as “warning shots” 
near a Lebanese army posi- 
tion which bad shelled out- 
posts in the Israeli-occu- 


pied buffer zone of south 
Lebanon earlier this week, 
he said. 

The attacks were seen in 
Israel as a relatively low- 
key response to Tuesday's 
rocket fire, designed to 
send a message to the 
Lebanese government and 
Hizbollah without sparking 
a new escalation of the 
fighting. 

But Israeli officials 
warned that further attacks 
on Israel by Hizbollah 
would be dealt with severe- 
ly- 

Hizbollah, which spear- 
heads resistance to the 
occupation of sonth 
Lebanon by Israel and its 
allied South Lebanon Army 
(SLA), fired some 50 rock- 
ets into northern Israel 
Tuesday in the biggest such 
attack since Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu came 
to power in June 1996. One 
Israeli was slightly wound- 
ed by the rockets. 

Hizbollah said the attack 
was retaliation for shelling 
by the SLA Monday of 
Sidon which killed six 
civilians and wounded 
nearly 40. The Lebanese 
army also- shelled SLA 
positions in the buffer zone 
in response to the Sidon 



Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri discusses 
violence in south Lebanon with reporters on 
Wednesday after Israeli warplanes launched three 
air raids on Lebanon (Reuters photo) 


attack. 

Israel said the SLA attack 
on Sidon was itself retalia- 
tion for a Hizbollah road- 
side bomb which killed two 
teenage children of a for- 
mer SLA commander. 

The violence was the lat- 
est and most intense in a 
two-week series of tit-for- 
ta t attacks that have left 
dozens dead in south 


Lebanon. 

The flare-up has con- 
fronted Mr. Netanyahu for 
the first time with the dan- 
ger of the kind of major 
escalation in Lebanon 
which helped undermine 
his Labour predecessor 
Shimon Peres. 

Mr. Peres damaged his 
reputation as a peacemaker 
by responding ro a wave of 


Hizbollah rocket attacks in 
early 1996 by launching a 
vast air and artillery offen- 
sive in Lebanon baptised 
Grapes of Wrath. 

The operation targeted 
Hizbollah positions and 
Lebanese infrastructure in 
a bid to force the govern- 
ment in Beirut and its Syri- 
an sponsors to rein in the 
Islamist guerrillas. 

But the action plunged 
off track when Israeli 
artillery shells slammed 
into a U.N. compound 
holding refugees from the 
fighting, killing some 100 
civilians. 

The conflict ended with a 
Ll.S.-brokered truce agree- 
ment prohibiting attacks on 
civilians by all sides, but in 
the end contributed to Mr. 
Peres' election defeat by 
Mr. Netanyahu the follow- 
ing month. 

A five- nation committee 
set up to monitor that truce 
was due to meet later 
Wednesday in the south 
Lebanon buffer zone to 
hear Lebanese and Israeli 
complaints over the latest 
attacks on civilians. 

Mr. Netanyahu has so far 
resisted calls from hardlin- 
ers in his government for 
harsh retaliation, according 


to Israeli press reports. 

Ariel Sharon, the fiercest 
hawk in government, took 
the lead in demanding 
Israeli warplanes strike 
"strategic objectives” deep 
in Lebanon, the Maariv 
newspaper reported. 

Mr. Sharon's proposal, 
put to a meeting of senior 
ministers and military com- 
manders Tuesday, drew an 
initially positive response 
from Mr. Netanyahu but 
was strongly opposed by 
army chiefs and Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai. it said. 

Opponents argued that 
restraint was warranted 
because little damage was 
caused by the rockets, the 
SLA shelling of Sidon pro- 
vided Hizbollah with a pre- 
text for its attack and a 
major escalation of fighting 
would do severe damage to 
the tourism-based economy 
of northern Israel, Maariv 
said. 

Northern Israel mean- 
while returned to a sem- 
blance of normality with 
local officials launching a 
general strike to protest the 
government’s failure to 
provide some $300 million 
in aid promised after 
Grapes of Wrath. 
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Israeli border policemen to be 


charged with assault, abduction 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Three 
Israeli border policemen 
accused of beating two 
Palestinians so severely 
they bad to be hospitalised 
will be charged with aggra- 
vated assault and abduc- 
tion, said an indictment 
handed down Monday. 

It said the officers 
stopped the two Palestini- 
ans last week at a Jerusalem 
checkpoint and rook them 
to a secluded forest, where 
they beat them with logs 
and rocks. One man was 
tied by his leg to their jeep 
and dragged along the 
ground for several dozen 
metres, the indictment said. 

A report released last 
week by the Israeli human 
rights group B'Tselem 
detailed continued brutality 


by Israel's paramilitary bor- 
der police. “Beatings, abuse 
and degradation of Pales- 
tinians by Israeli security 
personnel remain a fre- 
quent almost routine 
occurrence." it said. 

Border police play a key 
role in enforcing Israel's 
prolonged security closures. 
Of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, which bar Palestini- 
ans from entering Israel. 

The three defendants 
appeared briefly Monday in 
Jerusalem district court 
Their detention was extend- 
ed until Wednesday, when 
they will be formally 
charged. 

The indictment also con- 
tained charges of abuse of 
power and destroying evi- 
dence. 


The three — 21 -year-old 
Michael Odrenko. 22-year- 
old Shai Ashtamker and 20- 
year-old Nissim Adolter — 
have reportedly confessed 
to the beatings. Haim Mis- 
gav, Ashtamker's attorney, 
said his client was not inno- 


cent. 

. . But he said, “a very close 
family member was mur- 
dered by Arabs a few years 
ago. I’m not saying this jus- 
tified his actions. But I’m 
sure when the judge will 
consider his punishment, 
this will be taken into con- 
sideration." 

According to the indict- 
ment, the three policemen 
took first one victim. Mah- 
moud Renim. and then the 
other, Ahmad Mousa, beat 
them with rocks and logs. 


and threatened to kill them 
with their loaded guns. 
After releasing Mr. Renim, 
who stumbled to the road 
where he was picked up by 
passers-by and taken to the 
hospital, they tortured Mr. 
Mousa. “with an intent to 
maim or cripple" him. the 
indictment said. 

After the attacks, the 
policemen tried to wipe out 
their jeep tracks and bum 
the documents they had 
taken from the victims to 
prevent their use as evi- 
dence, the indictment said. 

Two other border police- 
men caught on videotape 
beating Palestinians were 
sentenced last week to eight 
months in jail. 


Yemeni opposition member freed 


ADEN (AFP) — The 
Yemeni authorities on 
Wednesday freed an oppo- 
sition member who was 
among dozens arrested 
after dynamite attacks in 
the southern port city of 
Aden, his relatives told 
AFP. 

Adel Abbud Bahafyi was 
the first to be released since 
a wave of arrests by the 
security services in south- 
ern Yemen after the July 28 
attacks that targeted three 
petrol stations in Aden. 

The explosions did not 
cause any casualties. 

Bahafyi is the League of 
the Sons of Yemen TLSY) 
head official for the south- 
eastern province of 
Mukalla. He was freed at 


dawn from A1 Bahrain jail 
in the city of Mukalla. his 
relatives said. 

Meanwhile, the London- 
based Opposition National 
Front (ONF) said more than 
3,000 people on Wednes- 
day held a three-hour sit-in 
in Mukalla, in front of the 
political security headquar- 
ters to protest against the 
arrests. 

Opposition party officials 
took part in the demonstra- 
tion, the third to be held in 
Mukalla for the same rea- 


son. 

Interior Minister Hussein 
Arab said Friday that nearly 
50 people have been round- 
ed up on suspicion of plan- 
ning acts of sabotage. The 
authorities have accused 


the Yemeni Socialist Party 
(YSP) and the LSY of 
responsibility' for the Aden 
attacks. The two groups 
have denied the charges 
and said 71 of their mem- 
bers have been arrested 
since the bombings. 

In May 1994. the YSP 
and the LSY proclaimed the 
secession of southern 
Yemen which was an inde- 
pendent Marxist state until 
north and south Yemen 
were united in 1990. 

The YSP has been in the 
opposition since the seces- 
sion bid was defeated by 
northern forces loyal to 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh in a two-month civil 


Iraqi 



troops sent 


to south 


GAZA DOCTORS PROTEST: Arab doctors and nurses demonstrate outside a national unity. meeting on 
Wednesday against an Israeli-imposed closure which they say limits their ability to give their patients proper 
medical care. Palestinian President Yasser Arafat told the meeting that the Israeli closure of Palestinian territo- 
ries and seizure of funds would not make him submit to demands he crackdown on terrorism (Renters photo) 
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war. 


Egypt adopts resolutions 


to improve ties with Africa 


CAIRO l AFP) — Egypt has 
approved 15 resolutions to 
bolster relations with Africa 
ahead of Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa's tour laier this 
week of six African nations, 
the government press 
reported Wednesday. 

A ministerial committee 
took the decision at a meet- 
ing Tuesday chaired by 
Prime Minister Kamal 
Ganzuri and which Mr. 
Musa attended, the press 
said 

The press, quoting Infor- 
mation Minister Safwat AJ 
Sherif. said the resolutions 
included the setting up of 
"higher, joint and ministeri- 
al committees" between 
Egypt and African coun- 
tries. 

The officials also 
endorsed a resolution to set 
up joint ventures with 
African companies to bol- 
ster trade, improve banking 


systems, increase the vol- 
ume of exchange and pro- 
mote the role of the private 
sector. Mr. Sherif said. 

The committee also 
agreed to forge ahead with a 
series of studies to tap the 
potential of relations 
between Africa and Egypt, 
such as a study to chart raw 
materials which are abun- 
dant in Africa and can be 
used by Egyptian industries. 

Mr. Sherif said studies to 
set up the much-delayed 
Arab common market 
would also take into 
account the importance of 
African markets, the press 
said. 

Mr. Musa is expected to 
begin Saturday a six-nation 
tour of Lesotho, South 
Africa, Mozambique, Zam- 
bia, Malawi and Botswana. 
He returns home Aug. 29. 

The foreign minister will 
be accompanied during the 


tour by government offi- 
cials and 23 Egyptian busi- 
ness leaders from the 
tourism, pharmaceutical, 
investment and contracting 
sectors, Mr. Sherif said. 

During the tour Mr. Musa [ 
will sign agreements con- 
cerning air transport, .sci- 
ence, technology and cul- 
ture cooperation, Mr. Sherif 
said. 

Officials in Cape Town 
said Tuesday that Mr. Musa 
will also attend a meeting of 
the joint South African- 
Egyptian commission to 
bolster cooperation between 
the two countries. 

During the two-day meet- 
ing scheduled to open Mon- 
day, several agreements 
such as scrapping double- 
taxation and protecting 
investments are expected to 
be finalised, the officials in 
Cape Town said. 


DUBAI (AFP) — The Iraqi 
military has sent reinforce- 
ments to two southern 
provinces near Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia, a Shiite Mus- 
lim Iraqi opposition group 
said Wednesday. 

The Tehran-based Supreme 
Assembly of the Islamic Rev- 
olution in Iraq (SAIRD said 
in a statement received in 
Nicosia that Iraqi President 
“Saddam Hussein sent rein- 
forcements to Basra and Nas- 
siriya provinces near the bor- 
ders with Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia from Aug. 2." 

The date is the anniversary 
of Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. SAIRL which cited 
“reliable sources in Iraq," 
said several officials who 
played important roles in the 
August 1990-Febmaiy 1991 
invasion and occupation of 
Kuwait have been named by 
the Iraqi president to new 
posts of responsibility in the 
two provinces. 

SAIR1 said Mr. Saddam 


Libya agrees to ease hardships for Palestinians 


. j JD 


CAIRO (AFP) — Libya 
has agreed on measures to 
ease conditions for Pales- 
tinian workers on its terri- 
tory, a senior Palestinian 
official said in statements 
published Wednesday by 
the Egyptian government 
daily AI Abram. 

Zakaria Agha made the 
remarks in an interview' 
published after a visit last 
week to Libya to mend 
fences between Tripoli and 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). 


“An agreement was 
reached with the Libyan 
authorities to end the prob- 
lems of Palestinians in 
Libya." Mr. Agha, a mem- 
ber of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation's (PLO) 
executive committee, told 
Al Abram. 

“The Libyan leadership 
ordered the return of all the 
Palestinians to their jobs 
with the same conditions 
they enjoyed before their 
expulsion from Libya and 
agreed to ease the entry and 


exit from Libya of Pales- 
tinians," he said. 

Mr. Agha also reported 
that Libya agreed to scrap 
school and university fees 
for Palestinians and grant 
them free health care, he 
said. 

Libyan leader Muamer 
Qadhafi, one of Israel's 
most implacable foes, 
broke off ties with Mr. 
Arafat and expelled thou- 
sands of Palestinian work- 
ers from Libya in an angry 
reaction to the 1993 peace 


agreement the PLO signed 
with Israel. 

Agha was accompanied 
on his one-week, visit to 
Libya by officials from the 
PNA’s health, education, 
interior and finance min- 
istries. 

The Palestinian official 
said another meeting would 
be held between the two 
sides in November ahead 
of a planned visit to Libya 
by Mr. Arafat 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 






named his cousin and former 
Interior Minister Ali Hassan 
AJ Majid as military governor 
and ruling Ba'ath Party offi- 
cial for the two provinces.* 
Mr. Saddam appointed for- 
mer chief of staff Iyad Fatih 
Al Rawi as governor of Nas- 
siriya, and Mr. Majid's broth- 
er Hashem became Basra 
governor. The statement did 
not give reasons for the 
appointments. The two 
provinces and other Shtite- 
majority areas in the southern 
and centra] parts of the coun- 
try rebelled against the central 
power in spring 1991 after 
Iraq was driven out of Kuwait 
by allied forces. 


Libya to recruit 900 Iraqi teachers 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Libya plans to recruit 900 new Iraqi 
teachers, the official Al Jumhouiyeh daily reported Wednesday 
quoting a Libyan education official visiting Baghdad. Abdul 
Razak Mohammed Al Faqih. chairman of the Libyan recruit- 
ment co mmi ttee, told the paper Libya wanted 900 Iraqi teach- 
ers. including 382 for higher education. Hundreds of Iraqi 
teachers have found jobs in Libya in recent years, and several 
hundred others are currently employed in Yemen, Sudan and 
Jordan. Iraq and Libya, which are both under UN. sanctions, 
signed an agreement in October last year to boost cultural, edu- 
cational and scientific cooperation. 


spent a week with her boyfriend at Al Arish resort The father 
lolled his daughter after learning that the pair had not married 
during their holiday and despite suggestions by the fathe r of the 
boyfriend that they couid call a Muslim cleric to seal a mar- 
riage contract The press said he did it to save the family hon- 
our. Police arrested the man. 
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Man "cries to death" at parents’ graveside 


5 killed in suspected Isl amis t militant attack 


CAIRO (AFP) — Five people were killed and eight others 
were wounded when they came under fire from suspected 
Islamist militants near Assiut in southern Egypt, police said 
early Wednesday. Four of the dead were policemen who also 
accounted for six of those wounded in the attack. 


CAIRO (AFP) — A 40-year-old Egyptian man unable to 
accept (he death of his parents cried hims elf to death al their 
graveside, the government daily Al Akhbar reported Wednes- 
day. Mohammad Saeed Shafiq suffered from chronic depres- 
sion after losing his mother and father and visited their grave- 
side daily in a Cairo cemetery, where witnesses said be weald 
cry for hours unabated, the daily said. During a recent visit to 
the cemetery Shafiq cried on and on until he dropped dead 
from grief. 


Somali warlord to hold talks with UJN. envoy 


Man beheads daughter to save "family honour’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian man has beheaded his unmar- 
ried 25-year-old daughter who “dishonoured" him by taking 
off from home to spend a week with a male friend in a beach 
resort, the government press reported Wednesday. The 44-year- 
old man sliced off his daughter's head with a butcher's knife 
Tuesday at her boyfriend's home in Matarriyah. an impover- 
ished district in northern Cairo, newspapers said. The unidenti- 
fied woman had left home without her parent's knowledge and 


NAIROBI (AFP.) — Somali warlord Hussein Mohammad 
Aideed has arrived here for talks with UN. special envoy to 
Somalia Is mat Kittani on the Somali peace process. Mr. Ktani, 
a special envoy of UN. Secretary General Koffi Annan, was 
aiso due to arrive in the Kenyan capital Wednesday following 
Mr. Ai deed’s arrival late Tuesday. The 35-year-old Aideed, who 
was accompanied by two of his ministers, maintains that he is 
the “legitimate president" of Somalia, and was expected to hold 
his first meeting with Mr. Kittani Wednesday afternoon. The 
talks are expected to centre on the Somali reconciliation confer- 
ence planned to take place in Bosasso in northeast Somalia. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


n eMi mated 3.4 


PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 Cartoons 

15:00 America's Funniest ftrople 

1 5 JO .He Shoots He Scores 

16:00 Jttunch Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19:30 News Headlines 

19i35 — Trivial Pursiut 

2th00 Cinema. Cinema. Cinema 
20 l 30 Lois and Clark — Super- 
man 

21:10 KungFu 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 — Feature Film 

23:59 Step By Step 


Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:35 ._ 

05:58 

12^39 

16:17 
19:19 ... 
20:42 


Fnir 

■ ^■■■■■■NBi||||IUlBianii>"a»A (All 

(Sunrise) Duha 

X)huhr 

‘Asr 


St. Ephraim Chuurcfa Tel. 
771751. 

Amman international Church 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

TeL S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel: S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangetical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. SI 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Amman 29. Aqaba 36 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 36 per 
cent. Aqaba 35 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Wbam Hzayyin 748563 

Dr. Mnkhies Mazahrah -.820425 
Dc AJbdol HacfiTayyin 630115 


WEATHER 




..-Maghreb 
‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


St Maty of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh, Tel. 8)0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salk Church Tel. 661757. 
Tferra Sancta Church TeL 

622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 771331. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Normal summer weather con- 
ditions will prevail during the 

weekend with temperatures 
slightly tower than average 
and winds northwesterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and sea*; 
calm. 


Dn MuntfaerAJ Kbatib S39868 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy — 637660 

Nitfib pharmacy -S47632 

ERBUh 

Dc Mazes Abu Baklr ...-276SS2 

AI Qnds pharmacy ( — i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salab Safarini 987565 

KhaUfeb pharmacy ..985417 


637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775 121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

£30321 

Hotel Complaints ,605800 

Price Complaints' 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Izrflonnation (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

— -661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan — ..7741 1 1 

Water Authority .680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

S156J5 

Electric Power Company 
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-63638) 


RJ Flight Information OS- 

53 200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 0S- 
53200 


642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital — . .845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664 J 64/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhqjreen 

777101/3 

AI-Bashir, .775111/26 

Army. Marka S916H/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ...865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

.(09)900560 

Zbn Sica Hospital (09)986732 
Al HDcma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 


19:50 

21:00 

21:10 

01:20 

05:40 

09:00 


.Tel Aviv (LY) 

Cairo (MS) 

Beirut (ME) 

-Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 

.London (BA) 

Dubai (EK) 


21:20 . 
21^25 . 
21130 
22:00 
2225 _ 
01:45.. 
03 JO 


Lamaca (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

.Muscat (add) (RJ) 

.Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
_ Junta Lumper, Jakarta (RJ) 

Madrid (RJ) 

.Cairo (RJ) 


ARRIVALS 


Greek Catholic Hospital 


EMERGENCIES 


(02)272275 


Amman 19/29 

Aqaba 25/36 

Deserts 17/33 

Jordan Valley 25/37 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 


HOSPITALS 


• ■■man 


661 1 II 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 


Dm Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:05 : Sanaa (RJ) 

09:45 — New Delhi (RJ) 

104)5 -Dhahrun, Riyadh (RJ) 

l(h05 ............... Bombay (RJ) 

10:20 Bahrain (RJ) 

10:25 Beirut (RJ) 

10:40 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

11:00 Colombo (RJ) 

15:25 Kuwait (RJ) 

15:55 New York. Amsieidam (RJ) 

17:05 Moscow (RJ) 

17^0 London (RJ) 

18^5 Doha(RJ) 

19^0 .JBangkoL- Calcutta tRJ) 

20:10 Athens (RJ) 

20=15 Abu Dhabi, AI ’Ain (RJ) 
00:45 (addl (RJ) 

05:15 Muscat (add) (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
08:45 Aqaba (RW) 

KM)5 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
10:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

18:20 Tel Aviv (RW) 

19 JO Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
22:20 Aqaba (RW) 

23^0 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


Other Flights 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

06:15 Istanbul (TK) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

08^0 .Amsterdam (GA) 

09:10 London (BA) 

1430 Riyadh CSV) 


DEPARTURES 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 


Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civfl Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 


— ...... — SI 38 1 3/32 


KhaKdi Maternity, ...64428 IAj 
A kfleh Maternity, —642441/2 
Jabai Amman Maternity 


Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Other Flights 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Fli gh ts 

06:45 — .Beirut (RJ) 

07:20 .............„„^,A1oscnw (RJ) 

09:10 Kuwail(RJ) 

11:55 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

12:10 --Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 
12:15 Abu Dhabi, Al 'Am (RJ) 
12:20 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

13:00 — — -...Doha (RJ) 

12:10 -..JParis tRJ) 

13 JO Athens (RJ) 


14:45 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:00 .Kev (add) (6U1 

1530 Aonaba (Algeria) (AH) 

17ri)0 —Rome (AZ) 

21:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22d» Cairo (MS) 


02 JO Amsterdam (KL) 

08>45 JBeirot(ME) 

10:00 _-Dubai (EK) 

1005 London (BA) 
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13:00 Riyadh fSV) 

13«?5 Doha (GF) 


14:00 ............ Kiev (add) (6U) 

I4>40 Shariqah (.AH) 

16:00 — Rome (AZ) 


13:25 ..London (RJ) 

13:30 Amsterdam, Montreal, 

Toronto (RJ) 

17:00 .Muscat (RJ) 

21.-00 Abu Dhabi, Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 


Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

07-45 Amman (Madsa Airport) (RW1 

09:15 Aqaba (RW) 

l(k30 ...Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
17:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

18^5 Tel Aviv (RW) 
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21:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
22:50 Aqaba (RW) 
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Premier issues directives to I Dispute flares regarding 



work on tourist sites 


AMMAN (Peua) ■ — Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majali Wednesday 
msmmed the Ministry- of Tourism 
and Antiquities ic accelerate work on 
both the Afrj mineral springs and jspa . 
as well as the -Dana .'district, m. the 
govcrnorate of Tafiieh. 

These' areas are badly in need of 
Infrastructure scrv ices in order to 
attract visitors ftom.both Jordan and 
abroad.be said 

During a visit to 1 the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities. Dr. Mujali 
described tourism as forming pan oL 
the Kingdom’s wealth. 

Hie 7 deemed ' modernisation of 
tourist facilities and services obliga- 
tory that tourism might continue to 
steadily contribute. to national devel- 


_ *■ . 


opment 

Before Jordan markers- its tourist 
and archaeological sites, it must traip 
workers and promote tourist services, 
the premier asserted. 

, Modernisation and . service 
improvements can also be reflected 
in the behaviour of Jordaniuns 
towards tourists, he added. 

Emphasising the need lor decen- 
tralisation in the tourist sector; the 
prime minister suggested that the 
ministry divide Jordan into northern, 
central, and southern regions to cuter 
to each area's individual needs. 

. : During the visit. Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities Akei Biltaji 
summarised his ministry's pro- 
grammes to stimulate tourism and 


promote the Kingdom abroad. 

He stated that the ministry has 
closely cooperated with the private 
sector, including hotels, travel agen- 
cies, rest houses, restaurants and sou- 
venir shops. 

According to Mr. Biltaji. work is 
underway lor the development of the 
said mineral springs and spa at Afra. 
which project, he said, will cost JD 
L50.000 to complete. 

Deputy Prime Minister for Services 
and Minister of Administrative 
Development Abdullah Ensour, 
joined by Deputy Prime Minister for 
Development Affairs and Minister of 
State for Prime Ministry Affairs 
Jawad An uni, accompanied the pre- 
mier on his visit. 


Jordanian, French consortium to increase 

i ^ 

capacity of waste water treatment plant 

■ 

.AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Water and Irri- 
gation Wednesday award- 
ed a consortium of Jordan- 
ian and French firms a JD 
4.6 million 'contract to 
expand the waste water 
treatment plant at Baqaa, 
north of Amman. 

The project' should be 
completed by the end of 
1997. 

Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Munther Had- 
dadln, representatives of 
the French SICA firm and 
the Jordanian Concord 
Company; signed the con- 
tract which will raise the 
plant's capacity of a daily 
6,000 cubic metres of 
water to 14,900 cubic 
meterspor diem. 

The project, estimated to 
meet the needs of the esti- 
mated 198,500 residents 
of the Baqaa area until the 
year 2010, will remove a 
repented. . bad odour . 
through the. installation of 
biochemical units. 

It will also improve the 
quality of treated water to 



Minister of Water and Irrigation Munther Haddadln, representatives of the French 
SICA firm, and the Jordanian Concord Company Wednesday sign a contract stipu- 
lating the expansion of the waste water treatment plant at Baqaa (Petra photo) 


cater to Jordanian specifi- 
cations and standards. 

Of the total estimated 
project costs, JD 2.2 mil- 


lion will be allocated from 
the state treasury and the 
rest from France, as pro- 
vided for in a Jordaman- 


Frenchprotocol. 

. The. French will supply 
electro-mechanical and 
other types of equipment 


UNRWA to convene assembly 
for 1997 budgetary discussions 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Representatives of Arab states host- 
ing Palestinian refugees, and donor nations providing 
financial assistance to the United Nations Relief and 
Worics Agency (UNRWA), are due to jointly convene m 
Amman on Sept. 9. 

UNRWA is the organisation officially responsible for 
the care of Palestinian refugees. 

The group is slated to discuss recent developments in 
the agency's endeavour to raise funds in order to offset an 
estimated $26 million deficit in the agency’s 1997 fiscal 
budget. 

A previous assembly convened last June, focusing on 
procuring fimds to maintain social, educational and 
health services to an estimated 3.4 million refugees. 

During the June meeting, donors extended $4.1 million 
to the agency’s 1997 $352 million budget, however, the 
agency is still in want of $26 million, according to offi- 
cial sources. 

These said that Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the Pales- 
tinian National Authority (PNA) will be participating in 
the September meeting. 

UNRWA Commissioner General Peter Hansen Tuesday 
met Palestinian President Yasser Arafat in Gaza to brief 
him on the critical finan cial situation facing the agency. 


“Unfortunately, 1 am compelled to introduce cuts and 
reductions [due to both] the inadequate financing of 
UNRWA's budget and the deficit [incurred] for the last 
quarter of 1997,” Mr. Hansen was quoted as saying to 
President Arafat. 

The commissioner general has periodically underlined 
severe financial constraints facing UNRWA to major 
donors, host governments and the PNA. 

In June, HRH Crown Prince Hass an told an assembly 
that UNRWA must be helped to continue to provide ser- 
vices to refugees until a definitive solution has been 
found for the refugee problem. 

Assistance extended by Jordon and the UNRWA to the 
refugees is not a substitute for their right of return or 
compensation. Prince Hassan maintained. 

The Prince affirmed that the Kingdom, which hosts 41 
per cent of the total Palestinian refugees in the diaspora, 
spends approximately $300 million annually on the 
refugees — a sum, he said, which is almost equivalent to 
UNRWA's annual budget. 

Lost March, Mr. Hansen toured Kuwait. Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia and also visited a number of European 
donor nations in order to raise funds for the agency. 


WHAT’S 
!; GOING ON 
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By Rana 

Jordan Times > Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Ajloun police are still search- 
ing for two youths who disappeared after 
leaving their respective homes five days 
ago?. 

Ib rahim Adnan Smadi. 13, and Mustafa 
Ahmad. 12, left ±eir homes on Aug. 16, 
and have pot been since seen, according to 
police officials Wednesday. 

“We are still seeking the boys, and we 
have notified all police stations in the prox- 
imity of Ajloun, as well as the border police 
[that they might aid in the search).” Direc- 
tor of the Ajloun Police Station Lieutenant 
Colonel Sa'eed Nahnousb asserted. 

He told the Jordan Times that he does not 
anticipate any harm befalling the childreo. 

. “One of the boy’s siblings informed us 
that his brother had requested that be 
accompany the child to an unknown desti- 
nation for two or three days,” the police 
official said. “This leads us to deduce that 
the two went somewhere to work and earn 
money without informing their parents." 


“Our speculation is dial the children may 
bave travelled to Jerash to earn some 
money, and we have increased our efforts 
in that area,” he added. 

Family members of the children, whose 
photos appeared in local dailies, were quot- 
ed in newspapers as saying that the two bad 
no enemies and were not entangled in any 
dispute. 

In October of last year, three teenagers, 
who went missing for two weeks from the 
Irbid Refugee Camp in which they lived, 
were found to have travelled to Syria. 

Subsequent to their recovery by Syrian 
authorities, the three told their parents that 
they had travelled to Syria to visit relatives 
residing there. 

In other incidents in the Kingdom, an 
Egyptian national, 29, was killed in the 
Neimeh area of Irbid after falling from a 
quarry, a Civil Defence Department (CDD) 
official said. 

Shahadeb Faihi fell and smashed his 
skuIL the official told the Jordan Times. 

He was rushed to Princess Basina Hospi- 
tal in Irbid and declared dead on arrival. 
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boycott declaration 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An acrimonious dispute, 
involving mutual exchanges of politi- 
cal irresponsibility, flared yesterday 
between independent opposition fig- 
ures and the National Constitutional 
Party tNCPj. 

While the pro-government NCP 
blasted a declaration, issued earlier 
this week by approximately 100 inde- 
pendent personalities advocating a 
boycott of the upcoming general elec- 
tions, the signatories responded with 
accusations that the government and 
its supporters are attempting to divide 
the mainly Islamic opposition. 

Two meetings this week between 
the government and opposition group 
representatives ended with no visible 
results and time is running out on the 
government’s attempts to persuade 
opposition groups to rescind tbeir 
boycott of the Nov. 4 elections. 

Subsequent to these assemblies, the 
NCP accused the prominent signato- 
ries of Monday’s declaration of delib- 
erately timing the publication of their 
statement to frustrate Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majali’s attempts to ini- 
tiate a constructive dialogue with the 
opposition. 

“The declaration was timed to coin- 
cide with the stan of the dialogue, and 
was intended by the signatories to 
encourage those political parties 
which have declared their intention to 
boycott elections,'' according to a 
cover story of A1 Nodha weekly, the 
NCP mouthpiece, Tuesday. 

Describing the declaration as direct- 
ed towards “the Muslim Brotherhood 
and its political arm, the Islamic 
Action Front (LAF), rather than to the 
government.” A1 Nadha maintained 
that the statement was motivated by 
the “fear that the Muslim Brotherhood 
might rescind its decision to boycott.” 

“This declaration does not help in 


laying a foundation for dialogue, 
which die majority of the pignut ones 
ibem&slves have been demanding, and 
it aims at forcing the IAF and ihe 
Muslim Brotherhood to adopt a stand 
which does not even require a mini- 
mum level of responsibility (than, 
those working in political' panics 
(should shoulder).” the newspaper 
added, citing an unnamed NCP leader. 

‘This is not true." responded politi- 
cal activist Labib Kamhawi, whose 
name appeared on the declaration 
together with those of former prime 
ministers Ahmad Obeidat and Taher 
Masri. and other prominent profes- 
sionals and politicians. 

“Our declaration is addressed to the 
government and aims at emphasising 
that the boycott decision is not the 
Muslim Brotherhood's only, but 
reflects the general feeling of the peo- 
ple,” Dr. Kamhawi maintained. 

He stressed that the statement “was 
not a tactical move, but a strategic 
choice.” 

Brushing, aside the weekly’s allega- 
tions, Mr. Obeidat briefly commented 
that “everybody knows thar Ai Nadha 
is not an independent publication," 
and asserted that he would elaborate 
on the issue at a later stage. 

Reiterating that the declaration was 
“not raeanr to obligate anybody,” Dr. 
Kamahawi accused the government of 
“applying pressure to the Muslim 
Brotherhood in order to split the 
movement.” 

“The govern nienr has no intention 
of effecting real change... it is instead 
attempting to break the backbone of 
the opposition,” Dr. Kamhawi said. 

In their statement, these indepen- 
dent persons declared their intention 
to boycott the elections “in both nom- 
inations and voting,” citing the one- 
person, one-vote electoral system and 
mid-May controversial amendments 
to the Press and Publications Law as 
the main impetus for their decision. 


“The Constitution and the law have 
become tool> in the hands of am gov- 
emmem lo be u>cd a> j basis for arbi- 
trary action and imposing increased 
restrictions, especially w ith the back- 
ward Press and Publications law.” 
read the independent personalities* 
statement. 

They described the one-person, one- 
vote system as “turning the parlia- 
mentary system into a Tomi of dis- 
guised tyranny." 

“With all due respect fur the indi- 
viduals w ho signed this declaration — 
and there are many with whom I share 
a long-standing friendship — we in 
the NCP, though totally respecting 
their views and right to air opinions 
concerning national issues, totally dis- 
agree with the justifications they have 
given for the boycott," NCP Deputy 
Secretary’ General for Information 
Affairs Hakim Kheir told the Jordan 
Times. 

“We simply believe that electoral 
participation is a sacred duty of all cit- 
izens,” he maintained. “\Ve in the 
NCP have some points of contention 
with the government too; but we 
think that disagreements on national 
issues should be dealt with on the 
basis of dialogue and not confronta- 
tion." 

Although endorsing AI Nadha *s 
assertion that the signatories intended 
to urge the IslumisLs to persist in their 
decision to boycott. Mr. Kheir denied 
that the declaration would affect the 
course of future negotiations between 
the government and opposition. 

“The signatories do not really repre- 
sent any political party in the coun- 
try.” Mr. Kheir stated. “They repre- 
sent themselves as intellectuals or 
previous public figures.” 

“I do not think that this declaration 
will have any impact on current 
attempts [to initiate a] dialogue 
between the Muslim Brotherhood and 
the government,” he concluded. 


Court overturns 

■ B 

extradition ruling 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Court of Cassation Tuesday 
reversed earlier rulings of 
the Amman Magistrate 
Court and the Court of 
Appeals to extradite a Jor- 
danian citizen to Iraq in 
response to an official Iraqi 
request. 

The Iraqi government has 
requested that the Kingdom 
extradite Khaled Abdullah 
Abdul Sal am on charges of 
embezzlement. 

Mr. Abdul Salam worked 
in Iraq for almost 15 years, 
before returning to Jordan. 
Subsequent to bis return to 
the Kingdom, he left for 
France, in which place he 
currently resides. 

Led by Justice Moham- 
mad Raqqad. the Court of 
Cassation described the 
Court of Appeals verdict as 
based on Article 40 of the 


Riyadh Mandate on Judi- 
cial Cooperation, which 
Jordan’s Parliament has not 
yet endorsed. 

In its rejection of the pre- 
vious rulings, the Court of 
Cassation stated that agree- 
ments, covering extradition 
procedures between Jordan 
and other countries, direct- 
ly impact the public and 
private rights of Jordanian 
citizens as outlined in Arti- 
cle 33 of the Constitution. 

Extradition procedures 
will not be effected until 
endorsed by Parliament, it 
added. 

“As the Court of Appeals 
based its ruling on the pro- 
visions of an international 
judiciary agreement, not 
currently enforced in Jor- 
dan, it has violated the pro- 
visions of the law,” the rul- 
ing concluded. 


Heritage committee 
presents report 

AMMAN (Petra) — A central committee, preparing the 
First Jordanian Conference on the Preservation of Archi- 
tectural Heritage, Wednesday presented a report to Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Environment 
Tawfiq Kreishan on work heretofore completed for the 
event 

The conference is scheduled to convene from Sept 15 to 
17. 

Subcommittees involved in preparatory procedures, such 
as those charged with publications, guest hospitality, 
administrative duties and the organisation of an exhibition 
auxiliary to the conference, also presented reports. 

The Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment is organising the conference as part of efforts 
to safeguard architectural heritage in Jordan. 

They have embarked on rehabilitation, restoration of 
various sites and protection of Jordanian patrimony, head 
of the conference preparatory committee, Marwan Faouri. 
stated subsequent to the meeting. 

During the three-day conference, to be held under Royal 
patronage, several reports are to be reviewed covering her- 
itage preservation, the role of the media and local councils 
in same, and the t rainin g of specialised cadres, according 
to a statement released subsequent to the meeting 

A minimum of IS reports, of which seven hail from 
neighbouring Arab countries, are slated to be reviewed 
during the meetings. 

According to the statement, Jordanian universities, the 
Jordan Engineers Association, the Royal Scientific Soci- 
ety, the National Geographic Centre, and the ministries of 
tourism, Awqaf and Islamic affairs and municipal and rural 
affairs will participate in the seminar as will the munici- 
palities of Fubeis, Madaba, Salt, Jerash and Karak. Dele- 
gates from Egypt, Tunisia. Morocco. Syria and Saudi Ara- 
bia will join their Jordanian counterparts during the con- 
ference, Mr. Faouri concluded. 


‘Bights for southern 
Israel to land in Aqaba’ 


AMMAN (AFP) — Some international flights to the 
Israeli resort of Eilat will be diverted to Aqaba airport 
beginning next month, ahead of a joint airport agree- 
ment. an official said Wednesday. 

Technical delegations from Jordan and Israel decid- 
ed to “transfer some international flights, en route to 
Israel’s Eilat airport, to the Aqaba airport [beginning] 
September," according to Civil Aviation Authority 
Director General Jasser Zayyad. 

Aqaba and Eilat, both Red Sea resorts, are separated 
by a distance of several kilometres. 

“This pilot project is a transitional phase until a final 
agreement on creating a joint Jordanian-Israeli airport 
at Aqaba is concluded," Mr. Zayyad said. 

The temporary arrangement is to be signed at the end 
of August by the two countries’ transportation minis- 
ters, Mr. Zayyad said, adding that the accord “will be 
reviewed evety six months or annually." 

The joint airport, called for in the October 1994 
Israeli-Jordanian peace treaty, is to be built in Aqaba 
and wilt serve the Israeli airports of Eilat and Ovda. 70 
kilometres distant 

A feasibility study, by a U.S. company, estimated the 
airport's cost at $1 25 million, but Israel and Jordan are 
considering methods to lessen the price. 

“Negotiations between the two countries on building 
a joint airport are continuing,” Mr. Zayyad stated. 
“The pilot project ... will be a test for agreement on the 
airport.” 

Jordan announced in June that permission for Israeli 
civilian aircraft to use Aqaba airport has been frozen 
due to “unacceptable” new- Israeli security demands. 

Mr. Zayyad said Jordanian and Israeli security 
experts “are holding a meeting Wednesday to wrap up 
the details, especially on the entry of buses from 
Israel." 

Israel has asked that its security agents be deployed 
inside the Aqaba airport and on roads the buses will 
travel with passengers headed for Eilat 

Jordan rejected the requests, m aintaini ng they 
infringed on the Kingdom's sovereignty. 

“Jordanian jurisdiction is a matter of sovereignty, 
and security will be retained,” Mr. Zayyad concluded. 


The British Institute at Amman 
for Archaeology & History 
mourns the passing of 
Mrs Diana Kirkbride-Hafbaek 
on August 14th 1997 

in Denmark 

■ 

As an archaeologist, 
she devoted her life to 
the Middle East and in Jordan 
to work at Jerash, Petra, 
Wadi Ramm and Beidha 
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NATO troops surround 5 police 

ft 

stations in Bosnian Serb town 


BANJA LUKA (AFP) — 
British NATO troops in 
Banja Luka say they have 
found “three truckloads” of 
arms and ammunition dur- 
ing a search of one of five 
police stations taken over 
by troops in the town 
Wednesday. 

British and Czech troops 
with armoured vehicles 
seized control of the Banja 
Luka Police Academy, the 
police headquarters and 
three police stations, said 
spokesman for the NATO- 
led Stabilisation Force 
(SFOR), Mike Wright 

He said a search of the 
police headquarters found 
huge quantities of arms and 
ammunition. “One of the 
guys said it was enough to 
fill three four-tonne trucks." 


he told AFP, 

The SFOR action was 
taken officially at a request 
from the U.N. International 
Police Task Force (IPTF) 
which said it wanted to 
investigate human rights 
violations in police stations 
around here. 

The move comes amid 
fears that police loyal to 
hard-line former Serb 
President Radovan Karad- 
zic were preparing to mount 
a coup ftom bases at police 
stations to unseat his rival. 
President Biljana Plavsic. 

It came the morning after 
a meeting between Ms. 
Plavsic and key Western 
■ mediators including high 
• representative, Carlos Wes- 
tendorp and Commander of 
SFOR General Eric Shiu- 


seki at which she spelt out 
her fears of a possible coup. 

LI.N. investigators said the 
anus and ammunition found 
in the police headquarters 
appeared to have been 
brought there in the previ- 
ous two days, as the head- 
quarters was searched by 
EPTF Sunday and monday 
during a previous SFOR- 
IPTF joint operation. 

At the Banja Luka Police 
Academy, elite Czech 
SFOR paratroopers support- 
ed by 12 armoured person- 
nel carriers were deployed 
among lines of rose bushes 
while U.N. investigators 
sifted documents inside. 

British troops from sever- 
al different regiments, 
backed by armoured vehi- 
cles, were deployed around 


the other four sites. 

Two U.S. Apache attack 
helicopters were hovering 
in the sky above. 

Mr. Wright said the move 
was a result of investiga- 
tions by the IPTF Sunday 
and Monday at the town 
police headquarters. “It’s 
really because of what IPTF 
found that they decided they 
wanted to have a look at 
other stations," he said. 

Mr. Wright said that Serb 
police units had been mov- 
ing into the town late 
Tuesday but said he did not 
know if they were coming 
to support a coup attempt 
against Ms. Plavsic as Banja 
Luka opposition parties 
have claimed. 



International high representative to Bosnia Carlos Westendorp (left) and Bosnian 
Serb President Biljana Plavsic (right) address reporters daring a news conference in 
Banja Luka. Mr. Westendorp said major powers were worried about the conflict pit- 
ting Ms. Plavsic against government hardliners loyal to ex-president Radovan 
Karadzic (Reuter photo) 


Anti-abortion youths invade 
French hospital amid Pope row 


PARIS (AFP) — Fifty 
young people from the 
World Youth Days Catholic 
festival invaded a hospital 
Wednesday in an anti-abor- 
tion protest as a row contin- 
ued on Pope John Paul H’s . 
plans to visit the grave of a 
pro-life geneticist. 

Chanting anti-abortion 
slogans to hymn tunes, the. 
young people, of various 
nationalities, who were ac- 
companied by 10 children, 
said they were part of a 
group named after Jerome 
Lejeune. an anti-abortion 
campaigner whose grave 
will be visited by the Pope 
Friday. 

The group, saying they 
were “survivors of legalised 
abortion," moved into Amb- 
roise Pare Hospital at Bou- 
logne-BUlancoun, west of 
Paris. 

Hospital Director Olivier 
Colin, who said his estab- 
lishment contained a small 
abortion unit, said he had no 
plans to call in the police.. 

Meanwhile one of the par- 
ties in France's ruling left- 
wing coalition Wednesday 
urged the Pope to call off 
his planned visit to 
Lejeune's grave. 


The small Socialist Radi- 
cal Party, which has three 
ministers in the govern- 
ment. said the Pope's visit 
to the grave of his friend 
and former advisor on mo- 
ral matters was “a provoca- 
tion." Lejeune founded the 
French anti-abortion group 
“Laissez les vivre" (let them 
live). 

Socialist Radical Parry 
Secretary-General Jean- 
Marc Sabathe said that the 
Pope’s gesture appeared to 
be “a deliberate attempt to 
legitimise" commando ac- 
tions by pro-life groups 
ag ains t abortion clinics and 
hospital gynaecological 
wands in violation of the 
law. 

The Pontiff arrives in 
France Thursday to take 
part in the 12th World Youth 
Days attended by young 
Catholics from 160 coun- 
tries, but Friday he will visit 
the grave of Lejeune, who 
was also the discoverer of 
the gene that causes the 
most common form of 
Down's Syndrome. His 
grave is at Chalo-Saint- 
Mars Cemetery, south of 
Paris. 

The church hierarchy has 


claimed the Pope's visit to 
the grave is "strictly pri- 
vate." 

In a communique', Mr. 
Sabathe said the Pope's ges- 
ture would “encourage anti- 
abortion commandos to 
continue their violent ac- 
tions in the name of reli- 
gious extremism and a 
moral order which is attack- 
ing our republic and its val- 
ues." 

The French Family Plan- 
ning Movement has de- 
nounced the Pope's visit to 
Lejeune’s grave as a “pro- 
vocation against women 
and f amili es" who have 
been told their unborn child 
has the incurable Down’s 
Syndrome, or mongolism. 

The movement said it was 
“angry that under the pre- 
text of paying 'private' trib- 
ute to Professor Lejeune, 
the Pope symbolically and 
forcefully shows his oppo- 
sition to the rights of 
women in general, to abor- 
tion in particular, as well- as 
to the medical interruption 
of pregnancy." 

The Pope was lending “le- 
gitimacy to the actions ta- 
ken by organisations op- 
posed to women’s rights.” 


U.S. may ease restrictions on 
travel to Cuba for Papal visit 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States may 
make exceptions to its ef- 
fective travel embargo on 
Cuba so U.S. nationals can 
visit the island for Pope 
John Paul II's January visit, 
officials said Tuesday. 

“We’ve received requests 
from the Archdiocese of 
Miami," said White House 
spokesman Barry Toiv from 
Martha's Vineyard. Massa- 
chusetts, where President 
Bill Clinton was vacation- 
ing. 

“We’ve begun to receive 
license applications and 
we’ll consider their merit on 
a case-by-case basis." he 
said, adding: “A request by 
the Archdiocese to conduct 
a pilgrimage by a cruise 
ship is being considered.” 

The United States im- 
posed an economic embar- 
go on Cuba in 1962 in 
hopes of undermining Pre- 
sident Fidel Castro's Com- 
munist Government. 

U.S. sanctions include a 
ban on U.S. nationals' spen- 
ding money in Cuba with- 
out special licenses — just 
short of a travel ban. And 
there are no regularly sche- 
duled air or sea links bet- 
ween- the neighbouring 
countries. 

Easing the restrictions 
would allow U.S. Roman 


Catholics to attend the fes- 
tivities surrounding the 
Pope’s five-day visit to 
Cuba, scheduled to begin on 
Jan. 21st. 

A State Department offi- 
cial, speaking privately, said 
Roman Catholic Church 
officials had “asked that we 
permit, consistent with U.S. 
existing laws and policy, 
travel to Cuba and the dona- 
tion of humanitarian assis- 
tance to the Church in con- 
nection with the Pope’s 
visit.” 

“We are seriously consid- 
ering the request." the offi- 
cial said. “We have not 
granted any licenses yet.” 

The official stressed that 
any permission granted 
would not be in contraven- 
tion of U.S. law. ’The exist- 
ing laws permit some dis- 
cretion on a case by case 
basis.” the official said. 

Despite travel restrictions, 
some Americans still man- 
age to make their way to the 
island through third coun- 
tries. Last month, Cuban of- 
ficials said about 750 Ame- 
ricans visited Cuba to attend 
an international youth festi- 
val. 

“We regard this visit as an 
important event (that) carries 
a message of hope and faith 
to the Cuban people.’’ the 
State Department official 


said of the Papal trip. “We 
hope the visit will convey a 
message on the importance 
of religious freedom." 

The New York Times re- 
ported that the Archdiocese 
in Miami, Florida hoped to 
send more than 1,000 faith- 
ful to the nearby Caribbean 
island. There are about One 
million Cuban- Americans 
in Florida and 1 1 million in 
Cuba. 

Mr. Castro, now 71, met 
with the staunchly anti- 
communist Pope, 76, for the 
first time in Rome last 
November and the Pontiff’s 
landmark first visit to Cuba 
was announced soon after. 

The lack of broader free- 
dom for the Roman Catho- 
lic Church in Cuba particu- 
larly in terms of the media 
and currently outlawed 
parochial schools remains 
the key issue still separating 
the Vatican and Havana. 
Official Atheism in Cuba 
ended in 1 991. 

Cuba is the only country 
in predominantly Roman 
Catholic Latin America to 
which the ailing Pontiff has 
nor travelled during his 
Papacy. 

Most Cubans however 
identify their beliefs as 
Syncretic, blending Roman 
Catholic and Affo-Cuban 
concepts. 


2 dead, 4 missing after ship sinks off Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japa- 
nese rescuers found the 
bodies of two crew mem- 
bers from a Panamanian- 1 
registered freighter which 
sank in the East China 
Sea. maritime safety offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

Four people were miss- 
ing, while 13 of the crew 
were rescued by the Ma- 
ritime Safety Agency and 
the Maritime Self-Defence 
Force, officials said. 

“None of the rescued 
people have suffered life- 


threatening injuries, ’’ an 
official of the Kagoshima 
branch of the Maritime 
Safety Agency said, 
adding coast guards con- 
tinued to search for the 
four missing crew mem- 
bers. 

The 6,388-tonne Anatoli 
with a crew of 19 sank 
Tuesday after taking water 
some 460 kilometres off 
Kagoshima, southern Ja- 
pan. 

“After being hit by a big 
wave, the Anatoli sank 


from its bows.” the official 

said. 

The ship’s crew were 
from the Ukraine, Lithua- 
nia, the Philippines, Sri 
Lanka. Egypt and Russia, 
officials said. They did not 
say what were the nation- 
alities of the two dead 
crew members. 

The freighter was on its 
way to Inchon, South 
Korea, from Papua New 
Guinea with a cargo of 
limber. 


Death toll from typhoon soars to 20 in China 


SHANGHAI (AFP) — Typhoon Winnie left a trail of 
destruction when it roared through eastern China, flattening 
thousands of homes and killing at least 20 people, officials 
said Wednesday. 

The typhoon, the most violent storm to hit China in a 
decade, swept across the East China Sea from the Taiwan 
Straits, claiming 19 lives in Zhejiang province, south of 
Shanghai, which bore the brunt of the storm. It had earlier 
crossed Taiwan where the death coil rose to 32 Wednesday 
as more bodies were dug from collapsed buildings in the 
north of the island, a fire department official said. 

Sixteen bodies have been recovered from the rubble in 
Hsichih, Taipei county, after a hillside apartment complex 
was buried by landslides when the storm raged over the 
island Sunday and Monday. 

The search continued for more than 12 people still 
believed to be buried, and rescuers held little hope any had 
survived. 

Fifty people were injured in the collapse which occurred 
when a concrete retaining wall gave way releasing tonnes 
of mud and rubble on to the 1,000 -household complex. 

Residents blamed “human error" for the tragedy. 

Meanwhile in China. A Zhejiang foreign affairs officer 
said the toll in the province could be higher because details 
were incomplete. "There were at least 19 people dead but 
the complete figures would probably be released tomor- 
row." he said. In heavily-populated Shanghai, winds on the 
fringes of the Typhoon blew down a wall, killing one of six 
people buried in the rubble. 

A municipal information officer in Shanghai, which has a 
population of 14 million, said no other casualties were 
reported there and damage was kept to a minimum. because 
the city bad made extensive preparations to deal what had 
been predicted to be its worst Typhoon in 90 years. 

Typhoon Winnie veered west after makin g landfall, spar- 
ing the low-lying eastern metropolis its full fury. 

The China Daily said preliminary reports indicated the 


typhoon had affected seven million people in Zhejiang and 
destroyed 20.600 houses. “The losses are far lower than 
might have been expected considering the force of the 
typhoon.” the report quoted Lu Keyuan, deputy office head 
of the Zhejiang Flood and Drought Control Headquarters, 
as saying. Damages and injuries were kept to a minimum 
because local governments evacuated some one million 
people living in coastal areas to higher ground before the 
typhoon struck, the official Xinhua news agency said. In 
Shanghai, insurance companies were working overtime to 
deal with a flood of claims since Monday. 

People’s Insurance (Property) Company of China 
received claims toralling more than 30 million yuan ($3.6 
million) from businesses and more than 5,000 claims from 
individuals valued at three million yuan. 

An official of PING an insurance co. said the company 
received more than 107 claims to tallin g 13 milli on yuan. 

A Shanghai Meteorological Bureau official said the 
typhoon, which had been downgraded to a tropical storm, 
was now in eastern Jiangsu province and heading north 
towards Shandong province. The official Xinhua news 
agency reported tidal waves damaged 13 coastal dykes and 
flooded 34 towns in Wenling where the typhoon made land- 
fall Monday. 

Some 30,000 residents were temporarily trapped in their 
homes as .water gushed through the breaches in the Dykes. 
In Zhejiang, sections of roadway were washed away and 
telecommunications links were broken. A ship sank in 
Sanmen County. Electricity outages were widespread 
throughout Zhejiang and affected areas included Taizhou, 
Wenzhou, Ningbo, Zhoushan, Jinbua and Hangzhou. The 
situation in Shanghai returned to normal Wednesday, with 
Hongqiao airport setting a record with the rescheduling on 
Tuesday of all 95 flights postponed because of high winds. 
About 15,000 passengers had been stranded by cancelled 
flights. The postponement of 39 scheduled sea departures 
Monday affected more than 10,000 travellers. 


Militant rail track bombing cuts off India’s far-east 


GUHAWATI (AFP) — 
Tribal militants blew up a 
rail track over a narrow 
bridge in northeastern India, 
cutting train services bet- 
ween the remote region and 
the rest of the country, 
police said Wednesday. 

At least 30 metres (99 
feet) of the track were dam- 
aged near Salakati, about 
250 kilometres west of this 
Assam capital, after the 
blast at around midnight 
Tuesday, a police spokes- 
man said. 

The militants triggered the 


blast by remote control just 
as a freight train arrived, the 
spokesman said. The train 
driver was injured, while 
two carriages and the bridge 
were damaged. 

India's remote northeast, 
which borders Burma, 
Bangladesh and Bhutan, is 
connected to the rest of the 
country by a single railway 
line. 

“It will take some time for 
the track to be restored,” a 
railway official said here. 
“Until then train services 
will remain suspended.” 


The blast was blamed on 
Bodo tribal militants, who 
have been fighting in west- 
ern Assam for independence 
from India for decades. 

The long-running cam- 
paign, which has left hun- 
dreds of people dead, has 
been intensified in recent 
weeks to coincide with 
India’s celebrations of 50 
years of independence on 
Aug. 15. 

Seven people died when 
tribal militants blew apart a 
train carriage in Assam on 
Aug. 14. Three days earlier. 


400 passengers escaped 
unhurt when a track side 
bomb derailed their train. 

The Press Trust of India 
(PTT) said security had been 
strengthened at the railway 
station in eastern India that 
acts as the railhead for 
trains heading to the far-east 
of the country. 

The authorities had also 
rescheduled all train ser- 
vices in Assam, to run only 
during the day. officials 
said. Carriages were also 
being checked for hidden 
explosives. 


Japan defends top official’s Taiwan remarks 


TOKYO (AFP) — A Japa- 
nese spokesman Wednesday 
defended recent remarks by 
a top government official 
hinting at Japan's security 
commitments to the United 
States in the event of con- 
flict in the Taiwan Straits. 

Deputy Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Kaoru Yosano 
said the remarks made by 
Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Seiroku Kajiyama earlier 
this week about a possible 
Japanese support role in a 
Taiwan Straits conflict was 
in line with the government 
view. 

“Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Kajiyama's remarks are 
based on the government 
stance.” Mr. Yosano told a 
news conference. 

“Emergencies in surroun- 
ding areas, under the guide- 


lines, are defined in accor- 
dance with the nature of the 
occurrences, not geographi- 
cal concepts." he said. 

Mr. Kajiyama's remarks 
have "cast a shadow over 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto's planned visit 
to China in two weeks to 
mark the 25th anniversary 
of normalised ties berween 
the two countries. 

Mr. Kajiyama. senior offi- 
cial of the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), is 
serving as top spokesman 
for the Hashimoto adminis- 
tration and has been widely 
seen as one of the candi- 
dates for next premier. 

His remarks drew criti- 
cism in Beijing from the 
Communist Party newspa- 
per People's Daily which 
Tuesday said he was the 


first high-ranking Japanese 
official to have “so clearly 
and boldly expressed inten- 
tions of interfering with 
China’s internal affairs." 

“This is a signal of the 
Japanese intention to under- 
take military intervention 
on the Taiwan issue,’* the 
newspaper said, according 
to Japanese press reports 
from Beijing. 

China has . regarded Tai- 
wan as a renegade province 
since nationalist forces fled 
to the island at the end of 
the civil war in 1949. 

In a television talk show 
Sunday, Mr. Kajiyama said 
it was inevitable for Japan 
under its security arrange- 
ments with the United 
States to provide logistic 
support to U.S. forces in 
coping with an armed clash 


in the Taiwan Straits. 

On Tuesday, he reiterated 
the position, saying expand- 
ing defence ties with the 
United States would com- 
mit the two countries "in 
principle" to jointly deal 
with a conflict in the Taiwan 
Straits. 

Tokyo and Washington 
agreed last year to review 
their 1978 guidelines on 
’defence cooperation to 
expand its scope to "areas 
surrounding Japan” in the 
event of an emergency 
which threatens security in 
this country. 

But Japan’s role will be 
limited to non-combat and 
logistic support as its post- 
World War II pacifist con- 
stitution bans the country 
from using force in settling 
international disputes. 


15 die in further Nigerian community clashes 


LAGOS (AFP) — At least 15 people have been killed in 
further clashes between two Nigerian communities in the 
southwestern state of Osun, press reports said here 
Wednesday. 

Conflict between residents of the towns of lfe and 
Modakeke has spread to nearby villages where security 
agents have not been deployed, the reports said. 

The latest deaths bring to at least 65 the number of people 
killed since the fighting started at the weekend. 

The clashes were still going on despite a dusk-to-dawn 
curfew imposed last Sunday on the neighbouring towns, 
which have seen a mass exodus of residents. 

Punch, an independent Lagos-based newspaper, printed 
front-page pictures of corpses of victims of the clashes 
aboard the pick-up van in which they had been travelling 
Tuesday in lfe. 

Several other people have been kidnapped in the villages 
of Abiri. Bowade, Mefoworade. Toro. Iroko, Aba Deebe 
and Oyere, according to The Guardian, a private newspa- 


per. 

Osun stare police chief, Sunday Aghedo. quoted by The 
Guardian, said 10 people have been killed, 15 injured per- 
sons have been hospitalised, including three policemen, 
while 44 houses were razed by fire in and Modakeke. 

• The police said that 1 S persons have so far been arrested 
over the disturbances. They would be charged with unlaw- 
ful possession of dangerous ammunition, murder and riot- 
ing, Mr. Aghedo said. 

At Toro, the village head was reported to have been killed. 

The Guardian cited reports that assailants pretended to be 
commercial vehicle operators heading for nearby towns to 
which Modakeke indigenes normally "flee. During the jour- 
ney. the drivers dealt ruthlessly with those believed to be 
opponents. 

The flare-up of a rivalry which has persisted for decades 
erupted after a decision last Thursday by the local govern- 
ment to shifted its headquarters from Modakeke to Oke- 
Ogbo, an Ife-controlled town. 


Phitippin 

floods 
leave 12 
dead 


MANILA (AFP) 
Residents of the Philippine 
capital were mopping up 
Wednesday after severe 
floods left 12 people dead 
and brought chaos to the 
city and surrounding pro- 
vinces. 

Banks, offices and 
schools as well as commer- 
cial establishments reo- 
pened after monsoon rains 
forced them to. close Tues- 
day while most of the more 
than 260,000 evacuees 
throughout the affected 
areas returned to their 
homes. 

“Flood waters in metro 
Manila have receded" 
except for a stretch of a 
national highway in the 
northern suburb of Valen- 
zuela "where flood waters 
are still knee-deep," the 
Civil Defence Office here 
said in its latest bulletin. 

The Civil Defence Office 
said about 69,000 people 
were still in evacuation 
centres as of Wednesday 
morning. A layer of black, 
oily sludge remained on the 
pavements in the capital, 
which was 80 per cent 
under water earlier in the 
week. 

Crews from the public 
works department busily 
scooped out mud and 
Debris from storm drains in 
the financial district of 
Makati, which was totally 
paralysed by floodwaters 
that started rising Monday 
afternoon. 

Casualty reports from 
one of the most widespread 
disasters in recent years 
continued to stream in. 

A second drowning vic- 
tim in the nearby province 
of Bulacan was reported by 
its governor, Roberto Pag- 
danganan, while the Civil 
Defence Office said a mac 
also drowned in the north- 
ern province of Panga- 
sinan. 

News reports said two 
people were buried in land- 
slides in the city of Olon- 
gapo, northwest of here, 
adding to the eight reported 
fatalities Tuesday. 

Several areas in the pro- 
vince of Pampanga, north 
of Manila, remained under 
water as well as eight 
towns in the northern Phi- 
lippines. Ten major arteries 
around the northern resort 
of Baguio remained closed 
due to landslides, the Civil 
Defence Office said. 

The floods in Pampanga 
were receding and the situ- 
ation was now “under con- 
trol,” said Ernesto Ramos 
of the regional civil de- 
fence office in San Fer- 
nando. 

Military trucks, boats and 
one helicopter was used in 
evacuating residents from 
the towns of Masantol and 
Lubao overnight, he added. 

As the country tried to 
count the cost of the disas- 
ter. fingers started pointing 
at the government 
'The urban Filipino is 
cursed with floods because 
government has failed mis- 
erably in addressing the 
problem," the Manila Stan- 
dard newspaper said in its 
editorial. 

“We pine for a world- 
class economy that evokes 
images of tigers and drag- 
ons but cannot attend to the 
fundamental task of pre- 
venting or reducing waste- 
ful floods ” it added. 

The Manila Times said 
“we could do our part by 
paying constant attention 
to the proper disposal of 
our garbage, cle aning our 
household sewers and 
neighbourhood (creeks), 
and planting trees to help 
our forests regrow. ,? 

Political Analyst Arman- 
do Do ro oil a wrote in the 
Philippine Inquirer that the 
flooding brought into focus 
the country’s infrastructure 
crisis which he said was 
“more acute than we 
think." 

Combined with the spec- 
ulative attack on southeast 
Asian currencies, tire “in- 
frastructure crisis have def- 
initely set back the tempo 
of economic growth and 
have undermined confi- 
dence in the sustainability 
of growth,” he added. 
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Communist 
leader : 

* i " 

denies he is 
a racist ; 

PRETORIA (AFP) — A 
right wing politician con- 
victed of killing South Af- 
rican ' Communist leader 
Chns Ham denied Wednes- 
day that he was racist, but 
said he believed Africans 
were less advanced than 
Westerners. _ .. 

Clive Derby-Lewis, a 
former senior leader and 
parliament member of the 
Conservative Party, told 
South Africa's Truth and 
Reconciliation Commis- 
sion be was not ''racist” but 
stared there' were “differ- 
ences between peoples.” 
Mr. Derby-Lewis and 
Polish immigrant Junusz 
Walus were convicted of 
the April 10 7 }993 murder 
of Hani. and both are app- 
lying for amnesty before a 
commission hearing at the 
Pretoria City Hall. 

“African people are not as 
technologically advanced 
as Western people. That is 
not a racist statement It is a 
fact," Mr. Derby-Lewis said 
to loud boos from the main- 
ly black audience. 

"African man, however, 
has a far greater respect 
and love of family and I 
admire that,” he added. 

Mr. Derby-Lewis gave 
Walus the gun used to kill 
Hani, then a popular leader 
of the black liberation 
movement headed by Nel- 
son Mandela's African Na- 
tional- Congress (ANC). 

“It is a fact that blacks 
like to make babies," Mr. 
Derby -Lewis added. “But 
1 like to. make babies too." 

“I do not tore: block peo- 
ple, I do not hate yellow 
people or Greek people. But 
I love my people (White 
Afrikaners}." he said to app- 
lause from right-wing sup- 
porters in the gallery. 

The former politician has 
refused to apologise to the 
Hani family, saying the 
killing was an “act of war” 
against the “Anri Christ." 

He added Wednesday 
that he would have consid- 
ered killing other anti- . 
apartheid leaders, includ- 
ing Mr. Mandela, if the 
Hani murderhad not resul- 
ted in “chaos and mayhem, 
as we desired.” 

“Mr. Mandela could have 
been considered a target in 
the future, but at the time 
he was not on any list." Mr. 
Derby-Lewis said. He de- 
nied accusations that Hani 
was targeted because he 
was a “black man who may 
one day come to power.” 

“1 am hot a racist ... 1 just 
do not deny blacks are dif- 
ferent," Mr- Derby-Lewis 
said. 

Walus said in a statement to 
police shortly after his April 
1993 arrest that he had 
planned to kill Mr. Mandela, 
but believed it too difficult to 
target “the old goaL" 

Both defendants have 
said they actcd'alone in the 
killing, but were motivated 
by the Conservative Party, 
then South' Africa’s most 
powerful far- right group. 

. Ml Derby-Lewis. disput- 
ed speculation that agents 
of the apartheid govern- 
ment then in power had 
masterminded the killing, 
or that supporters of the 
ANC were involved. 

Haul, a former bead of the 
ANC-affied South African 
Communist Party and lea- 
der of the ANCs armed 
wing, Umkhonto We Sizwe, 
was widely revered in the 
anti-apartheid movement. 

His killing nearly 
sparked a race war in the 
turbulent period prior to 
South Africa's historic Ap- 
ril 19194 all-race elections. 
The heavily guarded bear- 
ings have been attended by 
a wide Tange of political 
leaders from the now-rul- 
ing ANC, including Mr. 
Mandela's ex-wife Winnie 
MadStizela Mandela, along 
with rightwing politicians 
and supporters. 

Walus was expected to 
testify for. the first time 
Wednesday after giving a 
written confession' last 
we&c. The Truth Commi- 
ssion can grant amnesty to 
perpetrators of apartheid- 
era political crimes, who 
fully confess to their deeds. 











China's new generation Long March 3B rocket, carrying a U.S. made satellite owned 
by the Mabuhay Philippines Satellite Corporation, is launched from the Xichang Air 
Base in the southwestern province of Sichuan early Wednesday. The launch has been 
delayed twice this month because of bad weather (Reuter photo) 

Long March rocket launches China 
space programme into a new era 


BEIJING l AFP) — China's 
space launch industry 
breathed a collective sigh of 
relief Wednesday, after 
watching its flagship Long 
March 3B rocket fire a com- 
munications- satellite into 
orbit and open a new era in 
commercial operations. 

The Philippine-owned 
Mabuhay satellite was 
launched from the Xichang 
Space Centre in China's 
southwestern province of 
Sichuan at 1750 GMT 
Tuesday. 

.The success of the new- 
generalion Long March 3B 
(LM3B) paves the way for 
China’s satellite launch sec- 
tor to enter the 21st century 
— a path that only IS 
months ago appeared firmly 
blocked by the disastrous 
failure of the rocket's inau- 
gural mission. 

Chinese engineers had 
been under intense pressure 
to ensure a text-book opera- 
tion this time around, and 
tire tension was still evident 
even after the launch. 

“The mission was com- 
pletely successful. What 
other questions can you 
possibly have? 1 ' one Xi- 
chang bunch official 
snapped over the telephone 
when asked to comment 
Tuesday's success. 

The make-or-break at- 
mosphere surrounding the 
Mabuhay bunch had been, 
heightened by a series of 
postponements, as engi- 
neers sought to fine tune the 
carrier and guard against 
any possible mishap. 

“This is a major step for- 
ward for the Chinese,'' said 
a Western aerospace expert 


based in Beijing. 

“The new rocket is a sig- 
nificant advance from its 
precursor, the LM3A, and 
its greater payload capabili- 
ty will push China into a 
whole new market it had 
previously been unable to 
supply,” the expert said. 

The three-stage, liquid 
fuelled LM3B, which mea- 
sures 54 meters (178 feet) 
and weighs 426 tonnes, is 
by far riie most powerful 
rocket developed by China 
and can cany satellites in 
excess of five tonnes — the 
same payload as the Ariane- 
5 operated by rival Euro- 
pean launcher Arianespace. 

“China’s prices are still 
very competitive, and if it 
can consolidate on this suc- 
cess then the contracts are 
going to follow,” the expen 
said. 

The LM3B is already 
lined up for three further 
launches this year, carrying 
the Hong Kong Apstar-2R. 
the Sinosat-1 built by 
France's Aerospatiale for an 
official Chinese client, and 
the Chinastar- 1 , owned by 
China Oriental Telecom 
Satellite Co. Ltd. 

“Of course, this was a 
very important moment for 
us," said China Aerospace 
Corp. information officer 
Zhang Zhiqian. 

“I have no doubt that this 
launch will go a long way to 
confirming the faith of our 
international clients in 
China’s launch services,” 
Mr. Zhang said, adding the 
Apstar-2R launch would 
take place between late- 
September and early-Octo- 
ber. 


That faith was shattered 
when an LM3B rocket — 
carrying the Intelsat 708 
satellite — blew up just 
after take-off on Feb. 15 last 
year. Six people were killed 
and 57 injured by falling 
debris. 

The failure was blamed on 
changes of inertial refer- 
ence in the rocket's control 
system causing the space- 
craft to alter course. 

It was one of five failed 
trajectories in less than four 
years for China, and left 
satellite owners and insur- 
ers wary of the Chinese 
rockets* reliability. 

Tuesday's success means 
the crippling insurance pre- 
miums China bad to pay on 
the LM3B should be re- 
duced somewhat, making 
the service even more com- 
petitive. 

Philippine President Fidel 
Ramos and executives of 
the Mabuhay Philippines 
Satellite Corp. viewed the 
launching via a live feed set 
up in a compound adjacent 
to the presidential palace in 
Manila. 

Champagne toasts were 
reportedly made and cigars 
passed around among the 
officials after they saw the 
satellite had successfully 
separated from its launch. 

Even French giant Aero- 
spatiale — a partner in the 
rival Ariane programme — 
offered China a pal on the 
back. 

“Aerospatiale congratu- 
lates the Chinese side on its 
great success,” said David 
Grazes, the group's assis- 
tant representative in China. 


Montserrat residents in the dark about 
evacuation plan as volcano smokes 

BRIDGETOWN (AFP) — 

Residents of volcano-stri- 
cken Montserrat planned 
protests late Tuesday over 
what they said was a lack of 
information from authori- 
ties on the British Carib- 
bean island about voluntary 
evacuation plans. 

“We want to know what is 
happening,” Julian Romeo, 
an upset hardware store 
owner told a regional radio 
station, monitored here by 
AFP. 

“My frieods from all over 
the United Kingdom and 
everywhere are calling and 
saying that Montserrat is 
being evacuated, and so far 
Montserratians know abso- 
lutely nothing,” be added. 

Monday evening, police 
broke up a street demon- 
stration by a group of resi- 
dents on the island where 
the Souftiere Hills Volcano 


has been erupting almost 
daily since Aug. 3. 

The mostly young Mont- 
serrat! ans were angry over 
Chief Minister Bertrand Os- 
borne's failure at a news 
conference to give details of 
a financial assistance pack- 
age the British government 
would give to those opting 
to leave. 

On Tuesday, Britain an- 
nounced extra femes would 
be available from Wednes- 
day to transport residents 
who want to leave for nearby 
Antigua where about 4,000 
Montserratians have resettled 
since the volcano roared back 
to life two years ago. 

As an alternative, resi- 
dents can also choose to go 
to other Caribbean islands 
which have adopted open 
docs' policies or to Britain. 
London has not yet worked 
out the cost of the package 


which will cover transporta- 
tion and a relocation allo- 
wance. 

The 'Voluntary evacua- 
tion” plan was prompted by 
a recent increase in Volcanic 
activity which has led scien- 
tists monitoring it to forecast 
that if a cataclysmic event 
should occur, the entire 
island would be unsafe. 

But Paul Jackson, a scien- 
tist observing the volcano. 
Tuesday told the BBC's 
Caribbean Service a cata- 
clysmic eruption was “a 
very low probability.” 

The Civil Service Asso- 
ciation (CSA), whose mem- 
ben; recently staged a sick 
out as a.form of protest, and 
Citizens for a Fairer Deal, a 
newly formed pressure 
group, planned pubjic meet- 
ings Tuesday night to voice 
concents about the present 
uncertainty on the island. 


Cambodian government 
troops cross into Thailand 


BANGKOK ( AFP) — About 200 armed troops loyal to one 
of the battling Cambodian factions Wednesday crossed into 
Thai territory during a ferocious battle for a royalist border 
stronghold, army officials said. 

The incursion came as the Thai military fired a warning 
shot at forces loyal to Cambodian strongarni leader Hun 
Sen after a stray shell unleashed in the fierce battle landed 
inside Thailand. 

Military officials in the Thai border area said ihe in Hip 
intrusion occurred as forces loyal to Mr. Hun Sen and rival 
ousted First Premier Prince Norodom Ranariddh buttled for 
control of Cambodia’s last royalist bastion. 

“This is a serious situation,” a senior officer who request- 
ed anonymity said, adding the Thai army was preparing to 
clear the troops from Thailand to prevent an escalation of a 
potentially serious diplomatic incident. 

“Now the Thai (military) is ready to act hut has not yet 
decided what action to take to push the Cambodian troops 
out of Thai territory,” he said. 

Other military sources in eastern Thailand said it was 
unclear which faction had crossed into the remote area of 
Thailand or why they had done so. 

One officer suggested the troops may simply have strayed 
during the battle. “1 think that they were fighting an intrud- 
ed into Thai territory.” he said. 

The border between the two countries in the remote and 
malarial region is often not clearly demarcated. The inci- 
dent could not immediately be independently confirmed. 

The opposing sides were Wednesday locked in battle on 
the edges of the Prince's Bastion of O Smach which Mr. 
Hun Sen has vowed his forces will soon seize. 

The sides fired repeated volleys of artillery, mortars and 
rockets at each other as royalist forces clung to their last 
territorial possession in the face of the onslaught by the 
heavily armed and more numerous Phnom Penh troops. 

Thai military sources said the battle was raging on the 
outskirts of O Smach. The proximity of the firing to the 
Thai border seemed to confirm this. 

Mr. Hun Sen ousted Prince Ranariddh alter a weekend of 


bloody Mtrcet fighting in Phnom Penh on July 5 and 6 and 
then moved to consolidate his victory by routing the 
prince's forces from ihe north of the country. 

The incursion came as the Thai army fired a heavy 
weapons round towards Hun Sen's forces after a stray 
:uiiliery shell landed about 400 meters inside Thailand near 
the village of Chaung Plot T:t. military officials said. 

The single Shell was intended as a warning to the Phnom 
Penh forces that Thailand would not tolerate a spillover of 
the fighting into neighbouring Thai territory, officials said. 

"We fired only once, but if other shells intrude into Thai 
territory again, the Thai military will think it is necessary to 
issue another warning,'* a Bangkok-based senior army offi- 
cer told AFP. 

The incident occurred at I p.nt. Wednesday during a 
fierce artillery duel near the Thai border between Hun Sen's 
forces and those loyal to Prince Ranariddh. 

They could not confirm whether the Cambodian shell fell in 
a village, but the remote area is reluiivdv sparsely populated. 

Cambodian sources have said that the Thai militate had 

A 

previously warned Mr. Hun Sen's forces that fighting over 
O Smach could spill over into Thailand, causing a serious 
incident. 

O Smach is set on a hill on the Thai border, making accu- 
rate heavy weapons strikes very difficult, military analysts 
said. Thev also said it was unlikelv the rova lists would he 

■ m m 

able to hold their pocket of territory for much longer. 

Meanwhile Prince Norodom Ranariddh appealed 
Wednesday to ail friendly countries, international organisa- 
tions and financial institutions to refrain front signing any 
accords with Phnom Penh. 

No treaties, agreements or contracts could be considered 
valid until the Cambodian political crisis had been 
resolved. Prince Ranariddh said in a statement. 

The prince held that he remained the country's legal first 
prime minister and that the current authorities in Phnom 
Penh “have no rieht to commit Cambodia land i thev are not 

S, m 

emir led 10 sign any ireaiy. agreement or contract on behalf 
ul Cambodia/’ 


Rebels claim 
beating off 
Sri Lankan 
advance, toll 
nears 160 

COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka's Tamil tiger rebels 
Wednesday said they in- 
flicted heavy losses on go- 
vernment forces while re- 
sisting a fresh advance as 
the official death toll 
climbed to 159 on both 
sides. 

The separatist Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) said they recov- 
ered the bodies of eight Sri 
Lankan soldiers killed in 
ferocious battles Tuesday 
□ear the northern rebel- 
held town of Puliyanku- 
lam. 

'The remaining troops 
withdrew from the scene of 
battle with heavy losses,” 
the Tigers said in a state- 
ment from their London 
office. 

The Defence Ministry 
said in a statement Wed- 
nesday at least 130 rebels 
and 29 government sol- 
diers were killed. Another 
58 soldiers were admitted 
to hospital, the ministry 
said. 

“A number of terrorist 
mortar positions were neu- 
tralised by effective coun- 
ter bombardment by the 
artillery,” the ministry said, 
adding that Israeli-Built 
Kfir jets and Russian MI- 
24 Bblicopter gun ships 
were used to attack retreat- 
ing rebels. 

The statement said that 
three battle tanks were 
damaged due to rebel fire 
but the guerrillas said they 
destroyed two and cap- 
tured on armoured person- 
nel carrier during Tues- 
day’s fighting. 

The latest fighting broke 
out when army columns 
backed by tanks and air 
cover began moving to- 
wards Puliyankulam and 
the Tigers put up stiff resis- 
tance using bus loads of 
rebels. 

Government forces are 
engaged in a major drive to 
capture a key highway 
through rebel -held territory 
in the north of the country 
but intense rebel resistance 
has slowed down the ad- 
vance. 

Since launching the of- 
fensive on May 13 to open 
the road to the northern 
peninsula of Jaffna, more 
than 1,100 people have 
been killed making the bat- 
tle few the highway a dead- 
end for both sides. 

The most ferocious fire 
fight so far. came at the 
beginning of th is month 
when the LTTE attacked 
military defences near the 
northern town of Omanthai 
where both sides lost 267 
by official counL 


Cosmonauts boot up Mir computer 
and turn to navigational system 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sian cosmonauts successful- 
ly rebooted Mir's main 
computer Wednesday and 
began bringing the ageing 
space station's navigational 
system back up. opening the 
way for a difficult space 
walk. 

Ground control spokes- 
woman, Rufina Amosova 
told AFP that the computer, 
which suddenly crashed 
Monday and was fixed 
Tuesday, “has been reloa- 
ded with data” 

Next the three-man Rus- 
sian-U.S. crew was working 
to bring the Gyrodines auto- 
matic navigational system, 
which relies on the main 
computer, back into opera- 
tion “by the end of the day.” 
she said. 

Until the Gyrodines work, 
the pioneering but trouble- 
prone Mir station is being 
kept on course with the help 
of blasts from the motors of 
the Soyuz escape capsule, 
docked to the station. 

A proper flight palh is 
vital to keep Mir’s solar 
energy panels oriented to- 
wards the sun. supplying 
the station with electricity. 

The two Russian cosmo- 
nauts — Anatoly Solovyov 
and Pavel Vinogradov — 
were also continuing prepa- 
rations for a delayed space 
walk into the Mir's Spektr 
module, which was holed 
and depressurised in a near- 
catastrophic collision with 
an incoming cargo vessel 
on June 25. 


Ms. Amoso\a said the 
new preliminary lime for 
the space walk, when the 
cosmonauts will inspect the 
damaae and reconnect sev- 
era! solar panels discon- 
nected as a result of the 
accident, was now Friday at 
0900 GMT. 

She said the cosmonauts, 
who will wear bulky space 
suits and helmets, will be in 
the airless Spektr module 
for about five and a half 
hours. 

The operation, originally 
set for Wednesday, was 
meant to be the cosmo- 
nauts' top priority before 
the sudden computer glitch. 

Russian space officials, 
under pressure from an 
almost unending series of 
mishaps and malfunctions 
on the 1 1 -year-old Mir, 
have pinned great hopes on 
the new crew, who arrived 
in space just under two 
weeks aeo. 

While Commander Solov- 
yov, one of the world's most 
experienced astronauts, and 
Mr. Vinogradov are in 
'■pace, the third crew mem- 
ber. NASA astronaut Mi- 
chael Foale. will be at the 
controls of the Soyuz vehi- 
cle just in case they need to 
make an emergency get- 
away. 

After their venture into 
Spektr. the cosmonauts plan 
to go on another space walk 
on Sept. 3 to assess the ex- 
ternal damage to Spektr. 

it is still not clear how 
many punctures were made 


in the hull of Spektr. or even 
the cause of ihe accident, 
which occurred while the 
former crew — Vasily Tsi- 
bliyev and Alexander La- 
zutkin — were trvins to 

V W 

dock the Progress cargo 
craft. 

Alter the new cosmo- 
nauts' initial recce, space 
officials be able to decide 
how to proceed with the fur 
more complicated task of 
patching up (he punctured 
areas and reopening Spektr 
for work. 

The collision was only the 
most serious of numerous 
mishaps during Cmdr. Tsi- 
blyev's and Mr. Lazutkin'?, 
nightmare mission — a six- 
month period that the Rus- 
sian authorities, who rely 
heavily on commercial bin- 
ding from the U.S. and Eu- 
ropean space agencies, are 
desperate to put behind 
them. 

On July 17. one of the 
crew accidentally discon- 
nected an electrical cable, 
unplugging the main com- 
puter and pushing the craft 
off its normal flight path, as 
happened Monday. 

Cnidr. Tsibliyev and Mr. 
Lazutkin also had to cope 
with a fire on board in 
February, the breakdown of 
two oxygen generators in 
March and problems with 
the air-conditioning system 
in April. 

The exhausted cosmo- 
nauts returned to earth on 
Aug. 14. 


North Korean leader seeks peace 
with U.S.; hints at talks with South 


SEOUL (AH 3 ) — North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-II 
has called for a peace treaty 
writh the United States and 
hinted at resuming suspend- 
ed inter-Korean dialogue, 
the state news agency re- 
ported Wednesday. 

But analysis here said Mr. 
Kim's proposals showed no 
real change in Pyongyang's 
policies aimed at bypassing 
Seoul in talks on the future 
of the divided Korean pe- 
ninsula. 

“The question of easing 
tension and removing the 
danger of war in our coun- 
try can be settled, before all 
else, when the United Stales 
gives up its hostile policy 
against our republic and a 
peace treaty is concluded.” 
Mr. Kim said in a 24-page 
text carried by the north's 
Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA). 

Monitors here said KCNA 
carried excerpts from Mr. 
Kim's work last week to 
Mark the 52nd anniversay 
of Korea's liberation from 
Japan's colonial rule on 
Aug. 15, 1945. But this was 
the first time Pyongyang 
had disclosed the full text of 


his work. 

It was released a day after 
a ground-breaking ceremo- 
ny for two nuclear reactors 
to be built in North Korea 
under a deal between 
Pyongyang and Washington 
aimed at easing tension on 
the peninsula. 

Mr. Kim proposed that the 
two Koreas “join their ef- 
forts to promote co-exis- 
rence. co-prosperity and 
common interests and 
achieve the great cause of 
the country's reunification 
transcending the differences 
in ideologies and social sys- 
tems.” 

If the South Koreans gave 
up what he called their 
“anti-national and anti-re- 
unification" policy “we will 
meet them at any time to 
negotiate with an open bean 
about the destiny of the 
nation and make joint ef- 
forts for the country's reuni- 
fication." 

Pyongyang called off 
direct govemment-to-gov- 
emmenr dialogue with 
Seoul when Mr. Kim’s fa- 
ther President Kim II -Sung 
died in July. 1994. citing a 
crackdown in South Korea 


on dissidents seeking to 
attend his funeral. 

"The North is not ready 
for sincere dialogue with 
the South." said Oh Sung- 
Ryul. a researcher at the 
Korea institute for National 
Unification. 

“For a while. Pyongyang 
will endeavour to improve 
relations with Washington 
while trying to solve internal 
problems such as food short- 
ages.” Mr. Oh told AFP. 

In his work, however. Mr. 
Kim stressed that the hun- 
ger-stricken North would 
"join hands with those who 
take the road of national reu- 
nification with national con- 
science. regardless of their 
ideas and religious beliefs." 

“Improving the relations 
between the North and the 
South is an urgent require- 
ment for achieving the inde- 
pendent and peace tu] reuni- 
fication of the country," he 
said. 

Kim Jong-D. 55. has not 
officially adopted the title of 
president and Communist 
Party chief since his father's 
death in July, 1994. But he is 
widely believed to be steer- 
ing the country's policy. 
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Transparency for 


own sake 


ACCORDING TO the Resources Corporate 
Group, Amman ranks (he fifth most expensive 
city in the whole Continent of Africa and the 
entire Middle East region. This is bad news since 
the country's overall economic competitiveness 
is linked to its cheap labour and relatively low 
cost of living. The disturbing news, however, do 
not end here. According to the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), the Kingdom 
ranks eighth in the index for poverty among the 
developing countries. Digging deeper into statis- 
tical information would also reveal that the actu- 
al poverty rate is about 32 per cent and not 
around 20 per cent as the government would 
like os to believe. 

The discrepancy between the government’s 
data and the independent information is attrib- 
uted to the nature and scope of the data used to 
calculate the exact number of poverty-stricken 
Jordanians. Apparently our authorities measure 
the number of poor on the basis of the absolute 
number of families affected without taking into 
consideration the actual number of family mem- 
bers. The fact is that many families have no less 
than 9 members and many others of less than 6 
members on average. The erroneous use of the 
family unit per se and not the actual number of 
people affected has contributed to the distorted 
Information about the real number of 
Jordanians living under the poverty line. 

The same goes for the number of unemployed. 
At a time when the government insists that 
unemployment stands at aronnd 14 per cent, 
independent calculations using different factors 
and data to measure the size of problem cl aim 
that the actual figure is probably over 25 per 
cent The confusion about the true state of the 
Kingdom's economy is further exacerbated 
when the rate of inflation is calculated. The gov- 
ernment calculates the rate of inflation on the 
basis of a basket of essentials and non-essentials. 
Accordingly, the government’s list consists of 
some 600 basic and non-basic products instead 
of calculating it on the basis of only the relevant 
48 basic products made up of only the most 
essential commodities. It so happens that the 
prices of most essential goods rise more quickly 
in comparison with the re maining list of non- 
essential goods and services which do not change 
at all or change less dramatically. 

Against this backdrop the first order of busi- 
ness is to set the record straight on the true state 
of the national economy by using accurate data. 
Once the real situation is made dear, our eco- 
nomic policy makers need to roll up their sleeves 
and start doing something tangible about pover- 
ty, unemployment and inflation. By pretending 
that all is fine with the country’s economic per- 
formance, we end up brushing aside problems 
that grow bigger with time. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Ai Ra'i has called on the Muslim Nation 
to raise foods for the defence of Jerusalem and its holy 
sites against Israel's judaisadon plans. It was a shame for 
the Arab and Islamic worlds to raise a very modest sura in 
donations, through a telethon programme organised by the 
London-based MBC television station, for the defence of 
Jerusalem and the support of its Arab people's resistance 
against the Israeli judaisadon measures, said Hosni Ayesh. 
The writer cited as a heroic and patriotic deed a recent 
decision by Palestinian and Jordanian wealthy people to 
create a $100-miUion Jerusalem fund to enhance the stead- 
fastness of the Arab people of the city. He said there are 
alternate methods for raising funds, particularly in the oil- 
rich Arab countries whose people are Muslims and con- 
sider Al Aqsa Mosque as the third holiest shrine in Islam. 
He said that one method that can be used is to place col- 
lection boxes at the doors of all mosques, urging worship- 
pers to pay merely one fils for Jerusalem every time they 
go for prayers. In this way. said the writer, at least anoth- 
er $100 million can be raised annually for the support of 
the Islamic shrines and the Muslim people of Jerusalem. 
The writer said that if the Muslims love Jerusalem and its 
holy shrines, they can easily provide the funds necessary 
for its cause. 


A WRITER for AJ Dustour described as positive, though 
timid, a step by the Arab League to break the air embargo 
on Libya by allowing official delegations and people in 
need of emergency help or travelling for religious purpos- 
es to fly into and out of Libyan territory. Rakan Majali said 
that by this move, the Arab League has expressed its con- 
demnation of the embargo which is an unethical, inhuman 
and aggressive practice against nations. Indeed, the eco- 
nomic sanctions like those imposed unjustly on Iraq. 
Sudan or Libya are not hurting, economically and social- 
ly. the Iraqi nation alone, but also Jordan and other coun- 
tries neighbouring the three Arab countries, said the 
writer. Citing a statement by former UN. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali. in which he said that the embargo 
on Iraq could last for decades because the U.S. holds the 
key in this game, the writer said that it is inhuman for the 
resL of the world to maintain the embargo on 20 million 
Iraqis, exacerbating their sufferings. It is the Arab 
League's duty to see to it that there in not only a partial 
lifting but total termination of all kinds of sanctions on 
Arab suites. 


View from the Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


East meets West at the University of Jordan 


AN IMPORTANT conference will take place next week 
(August 23 — 27) on the campus of the University of 
Jordan. The First Internationa] Conference on Arabic- 
EngLish Contrastive and Comparative Studies, organised 
by the Department of English Language and Literature, 
will give the opportunity to about 150 scholars from the 
Kingdom, the Arab World and the globe at large to 
exchange research findings and views on issues of mutual 
concern. About 1 10 papers will be presented on a variety 
of subjects within the following five important realms: 
comparative literature, cross-language studies, interlan- 
guage studies, translation and problems of teaching 
English to Arab students. The participants are primarily 
scholars from English language and literature departments 
in the Arab World. Asia. Europe, Africa and America. 

The importance of the conference stems from several 
factors. The first has to do with the obvious, but signifi- 
cant, fact that since the majority of participants are univer- 
sity instructors and researchers who spend most of their 
time, during the course of the academic year, with stu- 
dents, exam papers and books, the gathering is a nice break 
from daily routine. 

The conference is a meeting of minds and a meeting of 
equals. There is no doubt that during the academic year, 
university instructors and researchers get stimulation and 
fulfilment from the various tasks they are involved in; but 
the conference provides the participants with the type of 
intense intellectual stimulation which they do not normal- 
ly enjoy. The debates that take place in the various sessions 
are intellectually more rewarding, sophisticated and chal- 
lenging than those debates which take place in the class- 
room during the course of the academic yean in which the 
instructor is most of the time (still) at the centre and in 


which he/she is (still again) the transmitter of knowledge 
and the provider of information. There is hardly anything 
rewarding, challenging or stimulating (for the instructor, 
that is) about grading, week after week, papers which con- 
tain the same types of errors over and over again. 

In addition, and secondly, through the various papers 
which are presented on the specific subjects, through the 
various conversations that take place, and through the 
news and views that get circulated and exchanged, the par- 
ticipants — who are experts in a variety of disciplines 
within the realms of literature, language, linguistics and 
translation — learn a lot about the latest developments and 
happenings in their own realm of specialisation. What are 
the specialists sayin g about Tayyib Saleh, Shakespeare, 
Gibran, language acquisition, translation theory, the prob- 
lems and benefits involved in teaching literary texts, etc.? 
It is true that during the past three or four years we have 
been able to have access to the various studies and 
research projects through the Internet and through e-mail, 
but conferences still play a fundamental role in circulating 
news and propagating ideas related to one’s own speciali- 
ty. 

Third, the conference brings together, in particular, 
scholars, instructors and researchers involved essentially 
in the specific field of English language and literature. 
This is one of the important programs and missions with 
the implementation of which all Arabs universities are 
entrusted. And yet. even though such mission is the con- 
cern of all Arab universities, very little coordination and 
cooperation is happening at this point in time among the 
Arab brethren in this important sphere (as the case is in 
many others). We know very little about how fellow schol- 
ars and instructors in Egypt, Syria, Algeria, etc. conduct 


their business in the classroom and what they think about 
questions like the importance of English (language and lit- 
erature), the problems and challenges they f ace in teaching 
it, etc. The conference is a golden opportunity inthjs 
respect 

Along these lines, the conference organisers (essentially 
the Department of English at the University of Jordan) are 
hoping to persuade the participants of the importance of 
establishing an association with membership open to all 
instructors, researchers and scholars who are involved 
with English language, literature and translation in the 
Arab World. The aim is to provide them with a forum 
through which they can meet periodically, think things 
jointly, coordinate efforts and cooperate. This is crucial at 
this point in time. 

Fourth, the gathering is essentially a meeting between 
East and West. Not only will there be scholars from the 
Arab World, Africa and Asia, but there will also be a sig- 
nificant number from Europe and America. More impor- 
tant, the topics of discussions and the interconnected 
themes of the conference are in essence about East and 
West. When we talk about teaching English and American 
literature in the Arab World, we are talking about an 
important dimension of encounter between East and West; 
tbe same applies to teaching English language, linguistics, 
translation, etc. What are tbe obstacles and challenges 
involved (morally, intellectually, etc.) when we teach 
English and American literature in an Arab context? How 
do the two cultures interact? What are tbe risks involved? 
What is to be gained? How is tbe interaction facilitated in 
the most useful ways? 

For all these reasons, and others, the conference will be 
an important and exciting event. 


Netanyahu following in Begin ’s footsteps 


By Pascal B. Karmy 


AN OBSERVER of the 
negotiations (which are- now 
in abeyance) which have 
taken place between the 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) and the Israeli gov- 
ernment under tbe leadership 
of Benyamin Netanyahu will 
conclude that the latter is 
surreptitiously exerting his 
utmost efforts for the cancel- 
lation in practice of the Oslo 
accords of September 1993 
and their corollaries of 1994 
and thereafter. He, in effect, 
wishes to revert simply and 
purely to the provisions of 
the Camp David accords of 
1978 and 1979 and as inter- 
preted by his ideological 
master Menachem Begin. 

I would review very short- 
ly the Camp David accords 
as far as the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip are concerned 
and how Begin intended to 
apply them. 

The relevant provisions are 
contained in the Framework 
for Peace in tbe Middle East, 
of 1978, and in the letter 
dated March 26. 1979, as an 
adjunct to the peace treaty 
concluded between Egypt 
and Israel of the same date. 
The letter was addressed to 


U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
by Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat and Prime 
Minis ter Begin. Both the 
Framework for Peace and 
the letter provide, among 
other matters, that the 
Palestinians shall have full 
autonomy in die West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and negotia- 
tions shall take place 
between Egypt and Israel 
with the view of electing a 
Palestinian self-governing 
authority. 

It should be emphasised 
here that Egypt insisted at 
the outset of negotiations on 
the establishment of a self- 
governing legislative council 
with real frill powers over 
the West Bank and tbe Gaza 
Strip territories. But Begin 
would not agree to this inter- 
pretation and so negotiations 
faltered, then failed and were 
never revived. In fact. Begin 
claimed sovereignty of Israel 
over tbe Palestinian territory 
as being pan of tbe land of 
Israel. 

In his book 'Tbe Autumn 
of Fury", at page 170 
(English edition), the well- 
known writer and journalist 
Hasaneic Haykal says: 
"Begin had not die slightest 
intention that the autonomy 


promised by the Camp 
David accords should have 
any real meaning. On the 
contrary, the West Bank was 
to be Israel's reward for 
handing back Sinai. Nor had 
Egypt been able to prevent 
Israel's annexation of 
Jerusalem. Israel’s creeping 
annexation of the West Bank 
meant that Egypt's vital link 
with Arab Asia was being 
irrevocably cut” 

From the outset. Begin did 
not intend to give full 
authority to the Palestinians 
on the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. He often repeated that 
the Palestine self-governing 
authority will exercise 
power over the Palestinian 
people only and not on the 
land itself. This view was 
contrary to the spirit and let- 
ter of the Framework for 
Peace and of the March 26, 
1979, letter. Otherwise, what 
is the use of “full autonomy 7 ' 
if it does not encompass both 
the people and land? Begin 
considered the Palestinians 
as Arab inhabitants of Israeli 
territory. He thus continued 
to grab Palestinian lands and 
build thereon Jewish settle- 
ments. 

Any observer of the atti- 
tude, actions and utterances 


of Netanyahu concludes that 
he is indeed following the 
footsteps of his master 
Begin. First, he does not 
recognise Jerusalem as an 
occupied territory nor, for 
that matter, the West Bank 
and Gaza Scrip as required 
by international law and tbe 
relevant United Nations res- 
olutions. He does not recog- 
nise the sovereignty of the 
PNA over the West Bank, as 
he is bent on confiscating 
Palestinian lands and build- 
ing settlements as if they 
were Israeli lands. He oppos- 
es the creation of a 
Palestinian state to which the 
Palestinians are entitled 
according to the general 
principles of international 
law on self determination. 

In effect, Netanyahu does 
not believe in tbe Oslo 
accords. Although outward- 
ly, vis-a-vis the world public 
opinion, he is compelled to 
deal with it, be, at the same 
time, divests those accords 
of any concrete meaning on 
tbe ground. He only pays lip 
service to them. Indeed, he 
once arrogantly said that the 
Palestinians should adapt 
themselves and their dreams 
to Israeli requirements: in 
other words, the Palestinians 


should bow to the dictates 
and interests of Israel. As his 
master Begin ODce said, 
Netanyahu wishes to 
exchange peace for peace 
but not land for peace; and 
in hzs latest speech, deliv- 
ered on the occasion of the 
graduation from the military 
national security college, he 
said Israel should extend its 
hegemony on the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip as they are 
essential to the strategic 
space of Israel. His speech 
reminds me of Hitler 
speeches when be used to 
say: the Sudeutenland and 
then Czechoslovakia, etc., 
are Tebensraum" (vital 
space) for Germany. 

Netanyahu's policy, and 
that of his Likud govern- 
ment, towards the 
Palestinians cannot be 
changed as long as the Arab 
states do not adopt a firm, 
common and unified stand 
to compel Israel to honour 
the Oslo accords. The Arab 
states should not, on the 
other band, be taken for 


granted by the U.S., nor 
should they, every time, 
accommodate the United 
States. And any emissaries 
or intermediaries sent by the 
Arab states to intervene 
between the PNA and 
Netanyahu’s government 
will be of no help unless tbe 
Arabs are strong and unified 
to force Israel to comply 
with the Oslo accords fully 
and faithfully, without 
divesting them of their sub- 
stantial provisions. 

Otherwise, there can be no 
peace in Palestine or in the 
Middle East. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan put it in a nutshell 
when he said, in Jerusalem: 
"Without peace there can be 
no security and' no security 
without peace." 


The writer was an advocate 
in Palestine in 1944 and, for 
many years, legal officer at 
UNRWA headquarters in 
Beirut and Vienna. He con- 
tributed this article to die 
Jordan Times. 



Appealing to the minds and hearts of Palestinians 


Thing of the past 


By Uri Avnery 


TEL AVIV — As a very 
young person 1 was member 
of Irgun, then the most 
extreme underground organ- 
isation in Palestine. It was 
officially classified by the 
British administration as a 
terrorist group. Irgun put 
bombs in the Arab markets 
of Jaffa and Haifa, in retalia- 
tion for Arab attacks on 
Jews. (After several years I 
came to the conclusion that 
there must be better ways to 
resolve the conflict). 

As a terrorist, I was keenly 
aware of the importance of 
public support. 

When my "section” came 
to my room for pistol prac- 
tice, my neighbours must 
have sensed that something 
unusual was taking place. 
When my “company” 
assembled at night in a dark- 
ened school building, the 
principal and janitor at least 
must have been accom- 
plices. Neighbours in the 
surrounding streets must 
have noticed suspicious 
movements. 

When I threw leaflets into 
the air over the beads of a 
cinema crowd, and a Jewish 
policeman noticed me, he 
did not turn me over to his 
British superiors, which 
saved me from arrest and 
torture. 

To be effective, an under- 
ground otganisation needs a 
stream of money and infor- 
mation, new recruits, print- 
ing facilities, secret medical 
help for the wounded, trans- 
portation. places to hide, and 

— more than anything else 

— the readiness of the sur- 
rounding population not to 
give its members away. 
Many, many people must 


give it at best tacit support 

Mao Zedong described the 
situation perfectly in his dic- 
tum that the guerrilla fighter 
is like a fish in the water, the 
water being the general pop- 
ulation. Without the water, 
the fish dies. 

The only way to put an end 
to a terrorist campaign is to 
isolate terrorists. The real 
battle is for the minds of the 
people. 


die occupied territories 
against terrorism. Hamas 
and Jihad did not disappear, 
bur they realised that any 
extreme action would cut 
them off from the vast 
majority of the Palestinian 
people. For nearly a year 


there was no significant ter- 


rorist act 

Later, when application of 
many parts of die agreement 
was postponed by Israel, and 


a 


The intended result (of blockade): eco- 
nomic catastrophe, widespread hunger 
and malnutrition for children and adults, 
and a breakdown of Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). One has to be naive to 
think that this will isolate the terrorists 
and sow in the hearts of Palestinians a 
love of Israel and Zionism. ” 


Military men and stupid 
politicians very often believe 
that the best way to isolate 
terrorists is collective pun- 
ishment. That is the wisdom 
of the platoon leader in the 
army, who punishes the 
whole platoon for the mis- 
deeds of one soldier, hoping 
that tbe angry men will disci- 
pline their erring comrade. 

When applied to a whole 

people, this principle gener- 
ally achieves the opposite. 
The angry population does 
not blame the terrorists but 
the hated regime, which 
ordered the punishment The 
intensified climate of hatred 
and despair plays into the 
hands of the terrorists. More 
water for the fish. 

After the si gnin g of the 
Oslo agreement on tbe 
White House lawn, a great 
upsurge of optimism turned 
the Palestinian population in 


even Yitzhak Rabin declared 
that There are no sacred 
dates,” the climate began to 
change. 

Early last year, when the 
Israeli secret service killed a 
Hamas terrorist with a tele- 
phone bomb in the middle of 
liberated Gaza, Palestinian 
anger allowed Hamas to 
resume activity. The result 
was three suicide bombings, 
which killed scores of 
Israelis. 

Tbe situation now is far 
worse. The decision to build 
a new Jewish settlement in 
middle of the Palestinian 
population of the east 
Jenisalem-Bethlebera area is 
felt by practically all 
Palestinians as an intolerable 
provocation. The announce- 
ment that another settlement 
is going to be put up in Ras 
Al Amud, in a densely popu- 
lated Arab area a few hun- 


dred metres from the Islamic 
holy places in Jerusalem, is 
being viewed by Palestinians 
as an act of war. 

In this atmosphere, public 
opposition to terrorism 
shrinks. 

The Netanyahu govern- 
ment reacted with classic 
measures: More collective 
punishment. Not only the 
usual “closure,” cutting all 
Palestinians in the liberated 
and occupied territories off 
from Arab Jerusalem and 
their working places in 
Israel, but also blockading 
each town and village in the 
liberated Palestinian areas 
separately, cutting them off 
from each other. 

The intended result: eco- 
nomic catastrophe, wide- 
spread hunger and malnutri- 
tion for children and adults, 
and a breakdown of 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA). One has to 
be naive to think that this 
will isolate the terrorists and 
sow in the hearts of 
Palestinians a love of Israel 
and Zionism. 

In practice, this is a recipe 
for more terrorism, leading 
to more countermeasures 
and an eventual bloodbath. 

One wonders about tbe 
inactivity of the Americans. 
Only they can break tbe 
vicious circle. A major out- 
break of violence, led by 
religious fanatics on both 
sides, could bring a political 
disaster, creating chaos and 
worse in the whole region. 


To tbe Editor: 


The writer is a leader of the 
Israeli peace movement 
Gush Shalom. This article is 
reprinted from the 
International Herald 

Tribune. 


IT APPEARS that the reputable Economist magazine 
started issuing a special Jordan Edition. What distin- 
guishes the Jordan Edition from any other international 
edition, as 1 saw it last time, is that it has one page of it 
crudely tom out; otherwise it is exactly identical. 

Living in a democratic and pluralistic society on the 
eve of its parliamentary elections, 1 feel constantly 
encouraged to reach out and understand different opin- 
ions and ideologies. With this Jordanian mindset. I took 
less than five minutes of my time to download an arti- 
cle missing from the Jordan Edition on my laptop. 
( www.economisLco.uk for those who are interested). 
Then the thought struck me: Does the person who edit- 
ed (to put it euphemistically) the Jordan Edition also 
share my Jordanian mindset? If not it is my duty as a 
good Jordanian to try and understand what goes through 
this other, might I say, censored min dset. So what did 
Mr. (or Mrs.) Censor think when tearing the page out? 

The decision is far from simple, for the censor has a 
very challenging assignment There are two possibili- 
ties why the censor had decided to spare the Jordanian 
readers of the Economist from reading this one page. 
One possibility would be that the censor believes cer- 
tain information on that page to be false. If that is 
indeed the case, the appropriate Jordanian response 
would be to address the issue in a letter to tbe 
Economist magazine explaining the objection against 
the article. I am confident that the few dedicated read- 
ers of the Economist's Jordan Edition would read the 
response and consider it very carefully. The other, per- 
haps more sinister, possibility is that the censor believes 
the information to be correct, but would not want to 
“pollute” the minds of- the Jordanian readers with the 
rubbish of the Economist, in this case the Jordanian 
Edition. 

Regardless of the motives, the censor is still doing a 
very poor job. Maybe he/she should be introduced to 
the Internet, the fax machine, the satellite dish or sim- 
ply the phone. If the censor were indeed dedicated, 
he/she should cut Internet access, outlaw satellite dish- 
es and faxes, and monitor all international phone calls 
to Jordan. 


Of course, there are those who might have unscrupu- 
lously bought the “other” edition abroad and brought it 
back with them to Jordan. Highl y specialised 
Economist detection machines would have to be intro- 
duced at Queen Alia International Airport And what if 
the person read the article abroad and memorised it? 
Such questions could go on. 

The basic point is rather s imp le: censorship is a thing 
of the past. 


Ramy Tadros, 
Tadros<atadros@goxomjo> 




„ . if :. 

m , . .r- 1 'T.'tu 


“ i 


-r. 1 . ■ ■ ‘ * 

. ■ : j : - . j 

>*-. - 
‘ 1 /.*■ ,r ’ . v":V-“W 

m. ■ ■ • 


»■!«• 


■ i 

»r 




! ,. fM )irV: '-■ 1 - 




•. -■ 


■ w ._ » 

. ■ :* i 

■ mt 

. " . ■ ■ ■ 7 f'* 1 J iP 1 i 

ill •* S 1 


■ ‘icVir. *■ 


i - ■ t -I 

■ ri. . •!■■■- 


■ 

• *■■ ■ I 

i, f: b>. . 


■. p i* 1 


1 . 




;-\if 

. Kill 
: preszifi 

9 i r- 'rll' 


> - 


r; t:u 

I 




i Tl. ful' J 
■ " * T 1 * 

: m :r ;r m sc 

:s \fi*± 
< ™ ! r , // 


.m 


# Tr i • 


. : r . ah 


.vr cj 




>. slot A -5 V£j B.yRREi 

• ■ i" i»i — i 


i, • < - » • *■ 9 

1 ■ ■ ki ifcm f a 


".i ■ hu 

h -v ; ^ :kci 
V\ 

. i ■ ■ • ■ 

■ 

t 

■ ■ * . ■ f • . -l 


■ l a t«N 

> ' 1 c 


f * f r-n i 
. • ■ 1 1 1 > 


• ■ ■ W ■ »• 




. ■ :*. f’l t 
• -■ . \ i 


■ « -«■ 


■ - ■ ■ i ■ * * j ■ 

■ ’.i J r?C 


. m Bi 

k 


a • J". ^ 

■ * • m Li ■ H 


J "c ■: \ : 1 r ?\i, 
■ 

.. . ti 


' - ■ .f .< 


liEASDY; 


v 


'* ffand 


't\ 

/. "'»*!■ -tr.-r 

m . . if 


: n ; t • rt .. 

‘‘I'Ji i* i I 


•U, .*■ 


7 ■ 

: t 


' n.-. 

■j T . 

■ 

■ ■■■ .'In, 


W .( J 

.*;■« 


- v.- A >nu { 
■ 

. \ ESCO. a 

r 1 -. r r, j»n v 

■t ■' *2 i' P, 

s - hich a 
' *■ - A- crgj/iiA 
‘ ' inm 

'' t'h r tiie in 
" it-P'. ■. iRU 



■wif.. 


r, 


V, - . I . iT . . _ 

"up. \i ■ " 

- 'ti'' ■ ■ - ^ 

?l - a "ri.J 


. I l l- 


■*v 



•;i; 


the mu 


v -v:d 


tr-om b 


r:. 

re pone 
ah\ a>v; 

4i|,, . : rn- 

'Aould 

Ji j,, 

Js’ur. 

i' “ ‘ r:i: 

L *Ur Jv— B -• 

“The: 


*6. rv 

I, ""-'ll-.n r._ .* ’ 

■ ; r tii K P'l-izs. 
. ■-■•tee 


«*- 


‘I ‘v 


Vi 


I', t »f . ^ 

. r| fcrto f , . 1 vn S-p. 

Uln- ' 1 1 - * 

up 


V" lr * P.- - 

1 -Uih r •-'■MiS- 


■^ r d Hl 


\. kjii 

^ ^ : 


a 


n!wa\s 

m 

^□:d. jc 
“nee aj 

rerofin 

on stiic 

•Is tf 

’osJ ton 

“Y?al 
five." ; 

C ' 

■ -^-yeai 
Otusi 
crowd 
for 
‘r:‘ roll 

"Thei 

Thev'tt 
record 
An Ebon 
irons 



I 







I 


> 


I* 

§ 

s 

'"N 

H 

A- 

Uj^ 



Jordan Times, Thursday, August 21, 1997 


A 


i/H 

y<H Vs , 


foil* 

N 

■H 

! a to. 

■M jj 

Si 

leu 

X 

atej, 


US W 
=*y i* 
e Uat 


**% 
. uaeiv. 

?NA c 

Stft'ene^ 
) unless^ 

and 

to co^' 
cards (i* 

. vrgfc 

f ibeirai- 
pwiar 

can bet 

e origt 
-iis 


n 

a mist- 
Jemsafe 
beretaat 
no S£BT 


III dihfG 

4iani? 
:l office: 
uanen r 
m. Ht& 
ride tor 


St 


mi 1222* 

"bar db» 
lernaiksi 


deal- 
ier\ on it 




on 




.di! **, 


ffj 


ji«h Df , 

J **g 

phoned 

•«*A 


Envoys at attention while globetrotters touch base 




HRH Princess Basina Ali, a captain in the Women s Affairs 
Directorate of the Jordan Armed Forces, today will marry 
Amjad Farak. an agnbusinessman. Princess Basma is the 
youngest daughter of Their Royal Highnesses Prince Ali 
Bin JVa yef and Princess Wijdan. The happy occasion is 
being celebrated with close friends and family at a private 
farm north of Amman. 


and is said to be the quintessential communicator. WelL 
with parents like hers. . . 


COUNTING DOWN: News reports this week were ripe 
h ilh xfwrultition about Foreign Ministry appointments of 
ambassadors as announcements were expected to he near- 
ing. Wlutt appears a given is that tmtny of the posts will he 
filled by first-timers to the foreign service, and a few others 
will be filled by career diplomats set for a promotion. Still, 
nut new to the iliplomatic scene, us his current post would 
surely indicate: is Mazen Amtouii,. president of the Institute 
of Diplomacy. Dr. Armouti is expected to become Jordan !v 
new ambassador to Austria, replacing Hasam Abu 
Chazfileh who is now at his post as director of the office of 
the Crown Prince. What that would mean for the ID is 
uncertain, but only a few months ago nr reported the 
appointment of the ID vice president — she is, of course, 
HRH Princess Wijdan Ali. Another likely appointment of 
chief envoy if the Kingdom is that of Abdul Hah Kurdi f. 
.'Uw'rtanr Director of the General Intelligence Department. 
He is lipped for the post in Malaysia which will be a new 
diplomatic mission for Jordan in southeast Asia. Also from 
the Institute of Diplomacy is Musa Breizat, a senior ID 
researcher and farmer member of Jordan s delegation to the 
peace talks with Israel. With scwrttl vacancies open in the 
Middle East and Europe, the field is open for consideration 
if Dr. Breizat. Other names circulating in the print media 
have either proved to Ain’t? not been under serious consid- 
eration or have been scratched from the running. 


World Bank Communications Director for the Middle 
East and North Africa Abdullah Bouhabib was in Amman 
last week to select journalists from Jordan to attend the 
fourth workshop organised by the bank for Middle Eastern 
media persons to acquaint them with World Bank fimetions. 
Amman was not the only stop on this tour as Mr. Bouhabib 
earlier travelled to Lebanon and Egypt for the same pur- 
pose. He and his wife Julie and their children left Amman 
for Palestine, where Mr. Bouhabib intends to also scout 
Palestinian journalists for the hank workshop. 


declining comment on the whys and wherefores of the many 
resignations and dismissals at At Arab Al Yom. He was 
equally so in speaking aboia himself. Bur Mr. Tawil, an 
active participant in politics in this earlier days, says he 
will write for another paper soon. His readers will just 
have to keep an eye out for his b\ - line because he was nor 
about to say which paper he heul selected. Incidentally his 
interview, published on Aug. 10. gives a seasoned view of 
political parties then and now and tout, lies upon .Mr. Taw il ’v 
position on the process of democratization. 


Khalil Othman anti Hirul Al Khatib have one more 
week of vacation time in Jordan. Dr. Orlunan. who has been 
serving as a member of the United Nations Joint Inspection 
Unit along with 10 other inspectors from various geo- 
graphic locations, has just- been elected chairman of the 
team. The JIU is a subsidiary organisation of the U.N. 
General Assembly which manages various aspects of the 
entire U.N. system and its specialised agencies. It has 
broad powers of investigation, inspection and evaluation of 
U.N. secretariat programmes and projects. A recent report 
made recommendations for more unified levels of field rep- 
resentation in the U.N. system. Another report on account- 
ability and oversight of the U.N. is in the making. Ms. 
Khatib continues ulsa in her work on a part-time contract 
with UNICEF in Geneva. She is in charge of East Europe 
for the fund's baby friendly hospital programme and its 
breast-feeding promotion programme with governments 
and NGOs. 



LOCK, STOCK AND BARREL: Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Nasser Lawri is getting ready for an 
organisational move to new quarters. The ministry will 
move into a new 8th Circle edifice on 19,0000 sq. metres of 
the ministry's own land. The old building in Abdali will be 
renovated and later used to house members of Parliament 
and their staff. The plan there is that each goveniorate will 
be allotted space for 3 MPs plus staff. The Ministry of 
Public Works was fortunate to have its own workshops 
where locally - made fUrnilure is being constructed to fiir- 
nish the offices anew. The old furniture will be transferred 
to the ministry’s various departments around the country. 


LUCKY THEM: News of two other senior ministers was 
missing front Ideal reports'- recently as they have been .trav- 
elling on leave, to the envy of some of their colleagues. 
Deputy Prime Minister Jawad Anani was in Washington, 
D.C.fora medical check-up and there met unofficially with 
some State Department officials. Dr. Anani later spent the 
rest of his time on holiday in Canada. Minister of Planning 
Rittut Khalaf-Huneidi is in Portland. Oregon in the U.S. 
with her husband and children spending some vacation time 
before school starts. The ministers that could not get may 
can at least enjoy Jordan 's unseasonably cool August cli- 
mate. 


PAIR SEASON: Some are visiting, others are moving 
back, but power couples are making the news. 

The grand communicators Sima Buhous and Ziad 
Rifat have relumed from Yemen and are shopping for their 
new home in Amman. Dr. Rifai will remain in the United 
Nations loop but will be joining a new venture. His new 
past is as regional advisor for Population Communication 
in the Middle East for the Country Support Team. His 
employment is through UNESCO, and the CST, which is 
comprised of different experts from various U.N. agencies, 
is funded by the United Nations Population Fund. Dr. 
Bahous has several options which could take her back to 
the U.N. or bring some U.N. organisations together with a 
major local NGO for something innovative. Their daugh- 
ter. Jiitan, who Mill celebrate her first birthday on 
September 8, is practising steps and strides in her walker 


PERSON FOR THE JOB: Home news about move- 
ments in the U.N. system brings us to the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) which has tmimained an office 
in Amman for several years, but has not until recently hud 
a U.N. international staff person to head its activities. The 
man appointed to the job, is Ugur Turn er. With Mr. 
Turners arrival, U.N. Resident Representative Jurgen 
Lissner is relieved of his overseer responsibilities of one 
agency in Amman. Mr. Tanker, who graduated from 
Portland Stare University in Oregon with a BA. in political 
scietwe and from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill with a masters in public health, has been with 
the United Nations for nearly n vo decades. His previous 
posting was as UNFPA representative in Jakarta. The 
UNFPA here is currently busy with preparing for its next 
country programme for J 998-2002. The major concern will 
be in reproductive health and family planning, with other 
targets such as policy and strategy development, supporting 
NGOs in the area of population and development and pro- 
viding support in the area of youth and adolescents. Mr. 
Timber, who is Turkish, is here with his wife and two chil- 
dren. 


**** 


THEIR ROAD WORKS: The twists and turns of two 
Amman engineers did not go unnoticed last week. Amman 
Municipality Undersecretary Falah Omoush and head of 
the Execution Department Salem Swadhah were each 
awarded the Kawkab Medal for their work in completing 
the tunnel configurations at the Third Circle. Mr. Omoush 's 
medal was of the second order, and Mr. Swadhah 's was of 
the third. Both men are civil engineers who began work 
with the municipality shortly after obtaining their degrees 
in the early 1980s. Mr. Omoush is a graduate of Bishawar 
University in Pakistan, and Mr. SwadJuth graduated from 
Bucharest University in Romania. 


DIPLOMATIC LICENCE: In the fallout of woes at the 
offices of Al Arab Al Yom, the latest Arabic daily, one 
prominent writer to resign more than a month ago was 
Faleh Tawil. The irony is that last week the paper printed 
an interview with the former ambassador that was conduct- 
ed several months earlier. Mr. Tawil, who began his diplo- 
matic career in 1962 was Jordan's envoy to Baghdad. 
Moscow and Islamabad. He was diplomatic indeed in 




RUNNING IN THE 
3RD: Ministry of 

Infontuition Secretary 
General Nuyef Mania is 
tossing his hat into the 
parliamentary elections 
ring. He plans to run for 
the Circassian seat in 
Amman s 3rd District. His 
decision was prompted by 
many of his friends and 
associates in the country’s 
various Circassian clubs 
and associations who 
encouraged him to con- 
tend the seat. With 25 
years of sen-ice in the 
executive branch, Mr. 

Mania believes he can Nayef Mawla 
sen e the Kingdom from 

the legislative side. He sees little if rut opponents in his 
potential bid and has made a count of what he believes add 
up to secure votes for a win. The 3rd District Circassian 
seas in 1 2th Parliament is held hy Deputy Toujun Faisal. 

***« 

EYEING THE 5TH: 

Headed for wfuit she 
admits is an uphill battle, 

Al Aswaq women's affairs 
editor Fardous Al Masri 
says she intends to run for 
a parliamentary seat in 
Anuruui !r 5ih District come 
November. A professional 
journalist, Ms. Masri says 
her platform will be pri- 
marily concerned with 
social issues. She began 
her career in 1976 with the 
Jordan News Agency, 

Petra, then moved on to Al 
Slwrqiehi Press Agency as 
an economic reporter. toAl 
Siyaseh newspaper in 
Kuwait as director of pub- 
lic relations and at Sant Al 

Sluiab as economic reporter before A l Aswaq purchased the 
faltering paper. Ms. Masri has taken various career 
improvement courses including one that nuty suit her cam- 
paign aims — a social gender course by UNIFEM. Thus 
far she is the only woman journalist to announce her inten- 
tion to contend a parliamentary scat. 


***$■ 


PART OF A LEGACY: This week the J.T. bids farewell 
to another page editor trooper. She is Carolyn Sedway who 
promised to stick to the Home News page for one entire 
year, atui that she did. Now Carolyn heads back to the U.S. 
where more than likely she will put her University of 
California Berkeley degree to good use in environmental 
protection projects, nutrition campaigns and the promotion 
of Brazilian vocalist Caetano Veloso. It is no small feat to 
have survived page 3. and all hats are off to Carolyn who 
will be missed for many attributes among them, establish- 
ing a no-smoking section at the J.T. and delicately alerting 
us to some of the latest in political correctness and a sundry 
of modern-day sensitivities, not al! of them taken too seri- 
ously we might add. See you in Maine! 



Fardous Al Masri 


Jennifer Hamarneh 


Rolling Stones announce launch of world tour 


nP 




By Ellen Wulfhorst 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — The Rol- 
ling Stones Monday an- 
nounced the details of an 
upcoming world tour, pro- 
mising appearances in inti- 
mate clubs as well as cav- 
ernous stadiums that hold 
tens of thousands of fans. 

Arriving with typical bra- 
vado in a red 1955 convert- 
ible Cadillac, the band 
members disclosed the de- 
tails of their Bridges To Ba- 
bylon tour under the shad- 
ow of.. New York City’s 
landmark Brooklyn Bridge. 
The dramatic skyline of 
Manhattan stood across the 
East River. 

Tbe tour kicks off on Sept. 
23 in Chicago and wraps up 
next Summer in Europe 
alter shows in South Ame- 
rica and South East Asia. 
Mick J agger said. 

Appearances will range 
from clubs and theatres with 
2,000 or 3,000 seats to more 
traditional arenas, stadiums 
and racetracks, the band 
said. 

The smaller venues are a 


chance to experiment a bit, 
guitarist Keith Richards 
said. 

“You want to touch the 
base, go back to where you 
came from,” he said. “It 
gives us a chance to change 
die music. For us, it stops it 
from becoming rote.” 

Jagger, 54, joked with 
reporters whom be said 
always want to know if this 
would be the band’s last 
tour. 

. “There’s one thing I’ve 
always wanted to do,” be 
said, jumping into the audi- 
ence and turning to face the 
remaining band members 
on stage. 

“Is this going to be your 
last tour?” he asked them. 

“Yeah, this and tbe next 
five,” replied the graying. 
53-year-old Richards. 

Outside heavy security a 
crowd of fans waited, hop- 
ing for a glimpse of the rock 
V roll legends. 

“They’re awesome. 

They’re going to set a world 
record with this tour,” said 
Anthony Angello, a fan 
from a nearby suburb. 


“Anybody who doubts them 
will be proved .wrong again. 
They're going to show these 
young bands how to do it.” 

Others, like 13-year-old 
Amanda Nicodemus, were 
less impressed. She attend- 
ed the Stones event because 
her parents own the Vintage 
car rented by the band for 
tbe occasion. 

“I think they're old,” she 
said with a bored shrug. 
“They look old.” 

Bridges To Babylon, the 
Stones’ new album on 
Virgin Records, is set to be 
released on Sept. 30, Jagger 
said. 

The album is “full of 
fance,” said guitarist Ron 
Wood. “That’s funk and 
dance.” 

It is the band’s first srudio 
album since Voodoo 
Lounge in 1994, when they 
staged their last world tour 
and reportedly earned more 
rhan $400 million. 

The British band first 
began touring in the early 
1960s and rose to stardom 
with such hits as Jumpin' 
Jack flash. Satisfaction, 
Biown Sugar, Gimme Shel- 



The Rolling Stones rock ‘in’ roil band, (left-right) Charlie Watts, Mick 
Jagger, Keith Richards and Ronnie Wood, pose for photographers under the 
Brooklyn Bridge in New York after a press conference where they announced 
p lans for their upcoming Bridges To Babylon world tour (Reuter photo) 

ter. Beast Of Burden, and Michael Cohl. The tour is Traveller. Sheryl Crow, The 
Sympathy For The Devil. sponsored by Sprint. Foo Fighters. The Dave 

The average rirlrer price Among the bands slated to Matthews Band and the 
will be $55, said promoter open for the Stones are Blues Smashing Pumpkins. 
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AFTER MY idea of turning refuging imo a lucrative busi- 
ness was totally ignored by this government. 1 almost gave 
up brainstorming till the next government, expected soon 
after the elections. But it is not the lime for patience or 
optimism because what 1 now have in mind calls for imme- 
diate action! 

1 am hopeful that this time 1 will get a listening ear from 
the Ministry of Tourism especially after 1 hailed Akram 
Masarweh's feet at a time when he was using them against 
fellow journalists and because 1 almost proved, as 
Jordanian as he is. that he is Egyptian royalty and more so 
than King Farouq. may he be in heaven, which in turn 
allows Masarweh to claim the pyramids. If they don't give 
him the pyramids he could wave in Egypt's face" the 
demand that all his relatives displayed in museums are 
properly buried! 

What raises my hopes further, is that what i have devel- 
oped now is our kind of industrialism since after it was 
successfully applied in Yemen, it is now more like an a ct 
of copying than risky innovation. Who is to say that Akel 
Biltaji. our current minister of tourism, is not our way out 
of being in the red all the time?!! Listen to this Mr. Biltaji: 

As 1 salute our brethren in Yemen who beat us to devel- 
oping a working version of Alternative Tourism, I warn 
you and the Central Bank that unless we move NOW on 
my following fabulous idea and develop it before it is reg- 
istered as a trademark and have to pay hefty royalties, we 
will miss a great opportunity that may not pass our way 
again! Just picture this advertisement hanging on the walls 
of acclaimed travel agents all over the world: 





SIS IT 



IN JJiDMAM 


— Free airplane hijacking by an innoceni looking 
woman even before your kidnapping is official 

Old PFLP style! 

— Airport -To- Desert transportation on one-humped 

camels with individual seating half the trip, 
then group piling until hideout! 

— Ottoman style guns used by hard-looking men with 
lull moustaches and acting a is if comprehensively frustrated! 

— Floor accommodation under tents made from 
real goat hair in WADI RUM with opportunity 
to dig your own toilet when nature calls! 

— Three meals of genuine Jordanian home cooking, 
all-night tent service with a frown and an open bar 
to help you forget your worries! 

— Your chance to visit Petra handcuffed! 

( Charting with a self-proclaimed tour guide who promises 
to free you or make you rich by selling you a genuine artifact 
for next to nothing, available at an additional cost) 

— No foul language used in from of children and 
creche is available if you choose to uy our Persian style 
lashing service or 'confession style' massage by foot! 

— Bathe in tbe open air twice: 

Once in the DEAD SEA and another in the RED SEA 
with a herd of young men gawking at you! 
block of olive oil soup ‘Al Jamal brand' 
and u loofah guaranteed to peel off your skin instead 
of a suntan supplied upon request) 

— ISO 2009 approved! 

— Special Deal For Experieneed Masochists — - 

Mold ft dialogue with . > 
Iordan's tan e*V 


Knowing the tremendous amount of morons who will go 
for this idea, there is a pretty good chance some of their 
family members of similar IQ will think it is all for real 
and be willing to pay ransom! What a way to make legal 
money fast and it surely beats trying to get the peace 
process on track as a way to berter our economy! 

Talking about masochists, this will also be a good solu- 
tion to our frail local tourism industry. Tbe fact that this 
specific government is working hard to better life in 
Jordan, people are starting to miss the good old days. 
Instead of turning to alien behaviour in the streets of 
Amman, they could become tourists in their own country, 
a concept that is not very hard to teach them if you come 
to think about it. To make them feel privileged, we will 
charge locals a fraction of what we charge foreigners, just 
like you are doing now. 

Better yet, why not derise a tour fur young Jordanian 
males only? Actually Mr. Biltaji, down with the whole idea 
of alternative tourism for foreigners. If you just adopt the 
idea of a REAL GOOD tour for nationals, not only do I 
personally guarantee the government great income, but 
man how much will it encourage regular tourism and keep 
our face at the same time! 

We can advertise it short: 


Sa®p lb a a* a 3 s ft m g m j wftff®, ffaff a 
amaiHl sanm ®ff naamey cam 

sail kfidmapped !by a Mmmdel 
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Obsession 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

THERE ARE words that one cannot resist ‘Turbo" for a 
car, “folly automatic" for a washing machine, “Pro" (for 
professional) for about any piece of equipment and 
“Pentium” for a computer are such words. If “Pentium” 
and “Pro" are attractive terms, taken separately, imagine 
what “Pentium Pro" could do to your level of adrenaline. 

And yet often these words don’t mean much. At least 
there are more important characteristics in a machine than 

its catchy commercial description. 

Personal computers based on Intel's Pentium central 
processing units (CPU) have become the standard and cur- 
rently nothing less will satisfy users who are becoming 
more and more demanding. There is a whole range of 
Pentium and Pentium Pro chips available on the market 
The exact power of each, is expressed by its frequency 
rate: 100 MHz (megahertz). 133. and so forth, up to 300 
to-date. For a given frequency the PrO version naturally, is 
more powerful and faster than the regular model. 

For want of ever more performing computers, a perfect- 
ly understandable and justified desire, users mainly think 
of upgrading the processor of their PC. Someone using a 
P) 66 (Pentium at 1 66 MHz) microprocessor will dream of 
a PP200 (Pro at 200 MHz) f for instance. There are two 
points to ponder in such situations. 

There are several components in a personal computer, 
other than the CPU, that contribute to the overall perfor- 
mance of a machine. Replacing the Pentium chip with a 
faster one may not necessarily give the user the improve- 
ment he expects. Depending on the type of application he 
is running, it could prove to be wiser to replace the hard 
disk for instance, or the display controller, or to increase 
the size of the main memory. 

Programmes that must handle very large disk files usu- 
ally benefit from more memory and faster hard disks. 



Without going too technical here, let's just say that a SCSI 
bard disk will give better results than standard IDE types. 
Much better than a slightly faster CPU anyway. 

Graphic design and image processing software, typical- 
ly, perform better with increased memory size. If you are 
using Adobe Photoshop for example, think up installing 
64 or even 128MB of memory before blaming your 
Pentium chip for sluggish response. 

The second point to ponder is how obsessive the 
Pentium upgrade craze has become. Suffice to listen to 
people compare the speed of their Pentium's in a social 
gathering to understand the extent of the phenomenon. 
“Oh, you're still with that old P133? I’ve just moved to a 
P200. It's much more exciting!" The clock rate of one's 
Pentium has become an obvious sign of social status. 
Climb the social ladder with your CPU's rate. 

Technically speaking there is no denial that a P200 is 
better to have than a slower chip. However, the move from 
one CPU to another doesn't always bring significant per- 
formance improvement Upgrading other components like 
the memory, hard disk, and so forth is a smarter choice. 
Unless, of course, one is upgrading from a basic PI 33 to a 
monster PP266, a rather expensive move. 
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The savoury business 



By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

WHILE TO the untrained professional a kiss can be just a 
kiss, in a recent conference on the psychological aspects 
of love, a kiss was defined to be the anatomical juxtaposi-* 
lion of two orbicularis oris muscles in a state of contrac- 
tion. 

To put matters a little bit more into perspective, and to 
put you in the mood of things, I offer you a brief look at a 
part of the history of kissing: 

1. in 1910, kissing was banned on French railways on 
the grounds that it delays the trains. 

2. In 1993, kissing while driving was banned in Italy. 

3. In 1996. a man in Bangkok killed his wife after he saw 
another man giving her a kiss in a video of a relative’s 
wedding. 

4. In 1997, Mike Tyson nibbled Evander Holyfield’s 
ears. 

The message of the recently celebrated National Kissing 
Day was that not only was kissing good for you, but that 
healthy teeth were also quite good for kissing. 

The importance of the above becomes very clear when 
we take into consideration the fact that bad breath is the 
biggest turn-off when it comes to kissing. 

Health matters will come out over and over again when 
it comes to kissing. You see, a kiss is not only muscles in 
contraction. It is also the transfer of 9mg of water. 7 mg of 
fat and up to a gramme of other organic materials from 
one mouth to another. Hence the risk of disease. 

But this is not the only risk. Kissing involves several 
other risks that can prove to be quite hazardous. 



In 1562, kissing was banned in Naples on the penalty of 
death. 

In 1976, a 24-year old man was fined $200 for kissing- 
the elbow of an Oklahoma parking warden while she was 
giving him a ticket And you can always go back to check 
the history for more. 

But there is far more to kissing than all this health and 
safety business. In the end, each kiss remains a unique 
affair. 

Because of this, there are many verbs in the English lan- 
guage to describe it Of the kissing verbs we can list the 
following: Basiate, bass, bause, buss, kiss, mug, smick, 
smouch and suaviaie. And of the more specific ways to 
kiss, we can list the following: adore (to kiss the hand of a 
sovereign), ba (to kiss, as a child), salute (to greet with, a 
kiss), smack (to kiss noisily) and smooch (to kiss while 
dancing to a lazy, romantic melody). 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


Mohammad A. Shuqair 


MARRIAGE CUSTOMS 


THE BRIDE’S VEIL. This was originally a fine piece of 
cloth held over the couple during the ceremony. Later on it 
was only held over the bride, as it was supposed she was 
more in need of it than her bridegroom, and so it became 
part of her attire. In Ireland, for example, the old custom 
still prevails of a sprig mistletoe, or a twig of hawthorn, 
being used to keep her veil in place. 

* * * 

THE WEDDING RING. Since earliest times the giving 
or exchanging of rings cemented any and every contract 
Amongst die early Christians, the thumb and first two fin- 
gers typified the Trinity, and the husband placed the ring 
on his wife’s finger in the threefold Holy name. Some 
authorities believe that the third finger of the left hand was 
connected by a nerve or artery with the heart hence its 
choice for this purpose. 

* * * * 

■ 

LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

■ 

TABLE & KITCHEN UTENSILS 


for then? 

LADY: ‘T was looking for a jolly name for my newly- 
bom baby!" 


* * * 


• HUSBAND: (Very angry) “You've made me so ner- 
vous by talking about your ex-husband who passed away 
ma ny ye ars ago.” 

WIFE: “Would you like me to talk about my future hus- 
band?” 


* * * * 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. What do we mean by: 

a) Green Revolution 

b) Gentleman's Agreement 

c) Miscegenation 

2. What do the following abbreviations stand for: 


a) INTELLEX 

b) LASER 

c) MENA" 




— Table 

Tawlah 

— Table cover 

Ghata’ at-tawlah 

— Fork 

Shawkah 

— Spoon 

Mfi'aqa 

— Napkin 

Footat aJ-maa’ida 

— Knife 

Sikkeen 

— Glass 

Kass 

— Salt cellar 

MaJQaha 

— Coffee cup 

Finjan qahwa 

— Saucer 

Sahin Saghir 

— Tea pot 

Bakraj shaay 

— Milk jug 

Ibreeq haleeb 

— Plate 

Sahin (musattah) 

— Dish 

Ihbaq 

— Pan 

Tanjarah 

— Lid 

Ghitaa 

— Blender 

Khallat 

— Frying pan ' 

Maqla 

— Strainer 

Misfat 

. — Egg beater 

Madrab bayd 

'—Ladle 

Mighrafah 

— Meat chopper 

Saatour 

— Skewer 

SeekJb kabab 

— Tongs 

Milqat 

— Bread bin 

Safeeha lilkhobz 

— Mortar 

Hawn/miduq 

— Pestle 

Yadd el-hawn 

— Toaster 

Mihmasat khobz 

— Pressure cooker 

Tan jar daghtiya 

— Dish rack 

Ruff al-atbaq 

— Scales 

Mizaan 

— Scooper 

Maqwarah 


3. Name the countries that have a common land frontier 
with India. 

4. When die fox saw the crow with a piece of cheese in 
its beak, what did he say to make her drop the cheese? 

5. When the wolf passed alongside a bouse, a little goat 

on the roof jeered at it. What was the wolfs reaction? 

■ 

6. What's the nickname of Jack Dawkins in OLIVER 
TWIST? 

7. What are the names of the Katzenjammer Kids? 


* * * * 


(A) INSERT THE MISSING NUMBER: 

9 4 20 

8 5 12 

7 6 — 


* * * 


(B) FIND THE WORDS WHICH MEAN THE 
SAME AS THE WORDS INSIDE THE BRACKETS: 

C + (Crow) = (c rimina l) 


* * * * 

JOKES 

• TELEPHONE OPERATOR: “Madam, would you 
kindly tell me the number you're looking for just to save 
you time of research?" 

LADY: (After she had paused turning the pages of the 
telephone directory for almost an hour) “Oh, thank you. 
Indeed, I'm not searching for a particular number. 

TELEPHONE OPERATOR: ‘What were you looking 


* * * 


(C) INSERT .THE WORD IN THE BRACKETS 
THAT CAN BE PREFIXED BY ANY OF THE LET- 
TERS ON THE LEFT: 


B 

T 

R 

P 

BR 


(~ 


Comics craze conquers Hong Kong hearts 


By Carrie Lee 
Reuter 


HONG KONG — A comics 
craze is sweeping through 
Hong Kong, dominating the 
lives of thousands of fanat- 
ics willing to brave the ele- 
ments and even do combat 
for a good, vulgar read. 

“1 came to queue at 20 
o'clock last night," said Paul, 
one of some 1,500 young 
comic fanatics who camped 
overnight outside a recent 
book fair, getting set to rush 
in and snap up the pick of 
comics on the opening day. 

The fresh college graduate 
forked out 2,000 Hong Kong 
dollars ($258) on original 


comics, plus more than 
6,000 Hong Kong dollars on 
comic books and related 
items at the show whose 
main appeal was comics. 

Hong Kong is a small ter- 
ritory of 6.4 million people 
within China, but huge 
- crowds and queues are 
quickly whipped up by hob- 
byists and collectors pounc- 
ing on a speculative good 
buy — from comics to new 
issues of stamps, and coins. 

Frenzied youths rushed to 
comic stalls to snap up lim- 
ited editions. Some jumped 
the queue or were pushed 
over the baizicades in a 
chaos that called for police 
to keep order. 


Comic fans who could not 
wait to read their favourite 
books plonked themselves 
down on the floor in a cor- 
ner to devour their spiritual 
food right away. 

“At the more popular 
stalls, you have to queue up 
for at least half an hour 
before you can buy,” said 
one teenage boy who 
queued all night outside the 
exhibition hall. 

“If you go to every one of 
them, you need to spend 
hours queuing alone,” he 
said. “Comic books in limit- 
ed editions will be sold out 
in a minute" he exclaimed. 

Such overwhelming fer- 
vour forced some comic 


fanatics to arrange a strate- 
gic division of labour with 
like-minded friends. They 
would buy at different s talls 
for later swaps. 

‘The crowd was formida- 
ble,” a marketing agent at a 

comic publisher said of the 
huge turnout. “Some titles 
are already sold out now,” 
he said. “Reading comics 
has become a trend. 

Hong Kong feeds on 
comics 

Hong Kong, with a comics 
market turnover estimated 
at more than 800 million 
Hong Kong dollars a year, 


sports a wide assortment of 
comics. 

Themes range from Chi- 
nese martial arts and Chi- 
nese classic fiction to detec- 
tive stories and the surreal. 
Some feature sex and vio- 
lence, which has led to con- 
troversy. 

They include local cre- 
ations and Japanese titles, 
with the latter increasingly 
stealing the show. 

Some youths read several 
comic books every day. 

T love reading co&ics. 
I’m very fond of Dragon 
Ball, for example,” said 1 2- 
y ear-old Lam Man-Hon. 

Dragon Bali a Japanese 
title which is one of the best- 


sellers and shown in a tele- 
vised cartoon, depicts quests 
by goodies and baddies for 
seven dragon balls and in- 
volves a “Dragon God” who 
makes wishes come true. 

“I like comics because the 
drawings are pretty,” said 
11 -year-old Kevin Chow. “I 
like detective comics. I can 
finish reading a comic book 
in half an hour." 

Nineteen-year-old student 
Esther Chung was never 
frugal with comics. “I spend 
more than 200 Hong Kong 
dollars on comics a month. 
But a friend of mine reads 
seven to eight comic books 
every week.” 


Please do not disturb 
— comic readers at 
work 

Teenager Tom was so 
absorbed in his reading that 
he was annoyed at being 
interrupted by a reporter. 

“Hush," he whispered, 
holding out his arm in a “no 
interruption" sign, as all his 
attention was gripped by a 
comic book depicting fight- 
ing and violence, 

“When I see a comic book 
that I like, I buy it right 
away." Tom said after he 
had finished a page. 

Many working adults are 
just as besotted it seems. 


“I’m taking a day off just 
to come to this book fair," 
said a man in his thirties. 
Many grown-ups read 
comics while queuing, wait- 
ing or commuting. 

Japanese comics are 

becoming ever more popu- 
lar. Fans like the quality of 
their drawing and the diver- 
sity of themes. Their popu- 
larity is also backed up by 
television cartoons portray- 
ing the same stories. 

The mainstay of local 
comics are martial arts 
heroes who fight for good 
against evil. Stories -starring 
late kung fo legend Bruce 
Lee still abound 24 years 
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Lear woos Asian audience 



Two actors playing the shadow of King Lear’s elder daughter rehearse their role. 
Lear is commisioned by the Japan Foundation Asian Centre and produced by 
Theatreworks, a privately owned drama company. Based on Shakespear’s King Lear 
and showcasing a cast of prominent actors from around the region, the play is expect- 
ed to be performed in Singapore in 1998 (Reuter photo) 


By Devi Ramoehandran 
. Reuter 

SINGAPORE — Old faces 
new and east meets west are 
popular themes in Asian 
drama. 

But . several Asian cul- 
tures,: collaborating chi a 
modem version of a Shake- 
spearean play in five differ- 
ent languages, are a first. 

Lear is commissioned by 
the Japan Foundation Asian 
Centre ' and produced by 
Theatreworks. a private Sin- 
gapore drama company. 

The play is based loosely 
on Shakespeare's tragedy. 
King Lear casting promi- 
nent actors from Japan. Sin- 
gapore, Thailand. China. 
Malaysia and Indonesia. 

The actors perform in 
their respective languages, 
traditional styles of drama 
and costumes. 

A Japanese actor, dressed 
as a traditional masked Noh 
player, takes on the roles of 
Lear and his wife. 

A Chinese actor, in Bei- 
jing Opera finery, plays 
Lear's eldest daughter Go- 
neril. 

Other performers speak in 
English, Thai. Bahasa Ma- 
laysia and Indonesia. 

Japanese theatre-goers 
will be given a Japanese text 
when Lear premieres in 
. Tokyo on SepL 9 as a form 
of "road map." 

A new dramatic 
quest 

The aim of this bold ex- 
periment, says director Ong 
KengSen, is to “seek a new 
Asian identity" in drama. 

"Asian languages may be 
different bur everyone has 
the same feeling as far as art 
is concerned," Jiang Qi Hu, 
the Chinese Opera singer 
who plays Goneril who en- 
ded up murdering her father. 

"Lear will have a great 
impact on Asian art forms," 
he said. 

“This kind of project 
needs great artistic sup- 


port." said Naohiko lime; 
waka, the Noh artist who 
plays Lear and bis wife by 
switching masks. “In terms 
of vulnerability this is super 
modern." 

Ong said previous at- 
tempts m creating multi-cul- 
tural plays had failed be- 
cause they were in one lan- 
guage that destroyed the 
cross-cultural basis. 

“I want these cultures to 
exist as one but not in an 
amalgam which would re- 
duce their difference," Ong 

Slid. 

“Any culture would 
require translation to under- 
stand this production entire- 
ly. By making Lear in one 
language, I would also be 
excluding important Asian 
artistes." 

The performers also inc- 
lude Javanese and Sumatran 
dancers and pop entertain- 
ers from Singapore and 
Japan. 

Singapore comedian Na- 
jip Ali plays the fool. Ja- 
panese pop artiste Haiti 
Katagiri plays the woman 
who provides a modern per- 
spective to the unfolding 
events. 

Thai male dancer Peera- 
mon Charadhavar plays 
Cordelia, Lear’s faithful 
youngest daughter. 

The 35 cast members first 
met in Singapore last year at 
a workshop called South 
East Asian laboratory. 

A world apart 

The plot of Lear, des- 
cribed by Ong as “a pas- 
sionate drama of conflict 
bet-ween father and daugh- 
ter." was penned by Japa- 
nese scriptwriter Rio Kishi- 
da and differs greatly from 
the original Shakespearean 
story line. 

The play seeks to merge 
traditional art with a con- 
temporary plot. 

“We are moving into the 
21 st century looking for 
alternatives and seeking a 
new Asian identity," Ong 
said. 


The new Lear also hopes 
to redefine the relationship 
between the old world and 
the new, he said. 

Kishida created the char- 
acter of Lear's wife, who is 
not in Shakespeare’s play, to 
offer an alternative view of 
the world. 


"Contemporary can be 
seen to be a redefinition of 
tradition,” Ong 'said. "Once 
ballet was viewed to be 
modem in relation to tradi- 
tional dance. But today bal- 
let is part of the old world.” 
Lear is a response to 
changing cultural contexts 


and the need to recognise 
that there is no dichotomy 
of tradition and modem, he 
said. 

The production may come 
to Singapore in 1998 and 
then to the rest of South 
East Asia, Theatreworks 
said. 


Mental athletes limber up for great meeting of minds 

Cempeiftore : are preparing to get to grips with some 


l 


‘serious fun’ in what the. organisers describe as “the 
first global . intellectual , battlefield.’ Gemini . News 
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of .mind games 


By Sharon Gerein 

LONDON — “Over your 
marks... Get set... Think!” 
Up to 4,000 mental athletes 
will receive the command to 
grapple with their grey mat- 
ter in the first Mind Sports 
Olympiad in August. 

"It's a serious competition 
— and it’s play," says Tony 
Buzan, a British broadcast- 
er. author and expert on 
thinking, creativity and 
learning who is one of the 
brains behind die cerebral 
sports challenge. “1 guess 
'serious fun' is a good way 
to describe it." 

The international tourna- 
ment, to be held at London's 
Royal Festival Hall on Aug. 
18-24, brings together 39 
“thinking" contests, includ- 
ing backgammon, bridge, 
chess, crosswords. Go, 
Scrabble, memory testing 
and creative thinking. 

‘The world is fascinated 
by mind sports and inteJlec- 


more than two billion peo- 
ple play mind games of 
some kind With increased 
leisure time and more peo- 
ple now working from 
home, he predicts these pur- 
suits will constitute a 
growth industry in the 21st 
century. 

"There are world rugby, 
golf, swimming and other 
athletics’ contests, so why 
not mind sports?” he asks. 

Although there are 
already championships for 
various intellectual games, 
there has never been an 
Olympiad bringing them all 
together. 


event competitions — the 
“pentamind” and “deca- 
mentathlon” (covering five 
and 10 skills respectively). 

Cash prizes total 
£100.000 — not enough to 
entice intellectual giants 
such as the computer Deep 
Blue and Gary Kasparov, 
ranked first and second in 
the chess world, to partici- 
pate in the event. 

Other prizes include 
return flights to New York 
on the supersonic airliner 
Concorde. 

There will also be gold, 
silver and bronze medals. 
"Those will be immortal." 
says Buzan. 

And there will be prizes 


for best families, schools 
and junior competitors aged 
uuder 16. 

Mind athletes unable to 
travel to London can com- 
pete via the Internet, the 
worldwide computer link- 
up. 

Mensa. the organisation 
for people with above-aver- 
age intelligence quotient, 
will supervise the first IQ 
world championship as part 
of the Olympiad And if 
bridge, computer program- 
ming and Chinese chess 
seem too highbrow for 
some, then jigsaw puzzles 
and draughts will also fea- 
ture in this equal opportuni- 
ty tournament with no barri- 


ers of age. race. sex. creed, 
nationality, physical ability 
or geographic location. 

Most events will be 
organised according to a 
Swiss system, in which all 
contestants play in every 
round and the most consis- 
tent winners triumph. 

According to Buzan, mind 
sports are not the domain of 
eggheads. 

“One of our goals is to 
demonstrate that people 
who play mind sports are 
natural, normal human 
beings ... from engineers to 
students to firemen. The 
system of scoring allows 
beginners to play with mas- 
ters,’ and the nature of the 
tournament selects the top 
and the bottom.” 

He says. that, for many, 
exercising the brain goes 
hand in hand with flexing 
one's muscles. He points 
out that many mental gym- 
nasts also train physically in 
the belief that a healthy 
mind cannot be achieved 
without a healthy body. 

“Dominic O'Brien, the 
reigning world memory 
champion, does serious aer- 
obic training months before 
a competition. He and many 
others work hard to keep 
themselves fit.'' says Buzan. 
O'Brien can memorise a 
shuffled pack of cards in 39 
seconds. 

Unlike conventional inter- 
national sporting events, 
there will be no random 
drug tests. Buzan says that 
even so-called “smart 
drugs" have only a marginal 
effect, whereas “training 
can improve the mind thou- 
sands of times. { 

“By simply keeping the 
brain active, people can live 
a longer and healthier life. 
It's the old 'use it or lose if 
adage.” 

For those who do not want 
to compete, there is the 
opportunity to learn from 
the masters, and toe chance 
to explore new games and 
analytical techniques. 

“It's a massive education 
opportunity, where people 
can recognise that mind 
sports are great teachers of 
analytical and creative 
thinking, and of learning 
how to win and lose," says 
Buzan. It's a great training 
ground for the mind." 


I challenges,” says Besides individual cate- 
tan, who estimates that gories, there will be multi- 
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Hollywood and former military 
bases — the perfect marriage 


By David Kligman 
The Associated Press 


Hollywood rediscovers 


‘ there ’s no place like home ' 

LOS ANGELES (APi — Like Dorothy in that Wizard movie. 
Hollywood is learning “there’s no place like home." 

After a decade of runaway production to locales such a* 
Can a d a, New York and Florida. Hollywood is rediscovering its 
own back yard, transforming the landscapes and landmarks of 
Tinseltown into a colossal baekiot- 

Down in Long Beach Harbour where the Queen Mary floors 
at anchor for tourists, the giant dome that once housed Howard 
Hughes' “spruce goose” became the bat cave in the last two 
Batman movies. 

Downtown LA.’s gilded, rococo Herald Examiner building, 
where publisher William Randolph Hearsi once held court, 
hasn't printed a newspaper in a decade, yet it's busier than ever 
as a popular filming location. So is the long- shuttered 
Ambassador Hotel, where movie stars went to see and be seen 
at the legendary Coconut Grove. 

Deactivated military bases throughout California have gotten 
into the act, too. including George Air Force Base in neighbor- 
ing San Bernardino County. The desen facility' fended off other 
worldly attackers in Iasi summer's Independence Day” and 
also hosted Jodie Foster as the alien-seeking astronomer in this 
summer's Contact 

And giant movie monsters love L.A. In the upcoming 
GodzQla. the lizard that once lorded over Tokyo stomps around 
the 2nd and 3ni Street tunnels downtown. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger's Terminator got incinerated there and the 
. Seeing Angelenos of Independence Day huddled in the tun- 
nels' cavernous interiors. 

Opt in the San Fernando Valley, King Kong's movie cousin 
Mighty Joe Young went on a gorilla rampage in front of the 
trendy cafes of Ventura Boulevard on a recent summer nighL 

One mountain range north, Apollo 13 director Ron Howard 
is using the Antelope Valley Desert where the space shuttle 
lands as background for his 13-part HBO series. From The 
Earth To The Moan. 

This renewed love affair with Los Angeles and the sur- 
rounding region is largely the result of resurgent civic pride in 
Hollywood as emerald city of the world's film industry. In Los 
Angeles County alone, the total number of productions 
increased by nearly 30 per cent from 1995 to (996. 

Other areas of southern California report similar increases. 

A unified front by the California Film Commission, the Los 
Angeles Film Commission — now known as the Entertain- 
ment Industry Development Carp. — And dozens of other. 
smaller commissions have helped bring Hollywood ... well, 
back to Hollywood. 

"The state (and Los Angeles) efforts to keep filming in the 
state has made enormous strides,'' said Ken Fix, location man- 
ager for Godzilla. He also worked on Independence Day. 

The past two years have seen a drastic cut in filmmakers' red 
tape, which began to shred about the time Los Angeles County 
and the city combined their film permit offices. Fix said. 

"We have incredible logistics to put together,” Fix said. “We 
use four or five-hundred extras, 25-metre night lights, tanks, 
rocket launchers and we turn the city into a huge set ... In doing 
movies, the fun is to be able to put these things together, but 
we really rely on the commissions for help.” 

Making sure the fun happens is an exercise in smoothing 
paperwork and permits, said Pamela Powell, a spokeswoman 
far the California Film Commission. 

“Cities and counties are realising that filming is an econom- 
ic development took" she said. 

In tie desert community of Ridgecrest, 160 kilometres north 
of Los Angeles, die film industry brought $6.4 million to the 
small city. The nearby rock formation of Red Rock Canyon 
served as the Montana Paleontology dig site for Steven 
Spielberg's Jurassic Park. 

“They got more money from the film industry than the $6.6 
millio n in their city budget," Powell said. “They’re going to 
build an antique gas station out at the community airport, just 
so they have it for filming.” 

The push to keep Hollywood dollars near the film industry’s 
hometown is fiercely competitive against other states that have 
developed their own aggressive film offices. 

“I work like a thief because I want to make sure the work 
doesn't go to Arizona, Texas or New Mexico,” said Jeff 
McNeil, a former cameraman who developed his own job as 
director of the Antelope Valley Film Commission. 

The Cyprus-sized region of northern Los Angeles County 
traces die edge of the Mojave Desert and has a variety of 
“looks,” terrain and ecosystems that suit the needs of movie 
□takers, McNeil said 

"On the east side of the Antelope Valley, 1 have the look of 
Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas and Mexico,” McNeil 
declared "On the west tide, 1 have the plains states — Kansas, 
Nebraska and parts of Illinois .” 

To the southeast, the 27,000 square and largely arid miles 
(11,000 hectares) of San Bernardino and riverside counties 
offer “Hollywood’s largest backlot,” said Sherry Davis, who 
runs the Intend Empire Film Commission with about 100 vo- 
lunteer helpers. 

- “We’D get a retired senior ... who knows where there’s an old 
abandoned mine, or something with a special look." she said. 


VALLEJO. California — On 
July 4. just after filming 
ended on the Dustin Hoff- 
man movie Sphere, Warner 
Bros, executive producer Pe- 
ter Giuliani won a red Hon- 
da in a community raffle. 

He didn't need the new 
wheels. Bui luck has been on 
the Hollywood honcho’s 
side ever since he chose a 
former navy base io film the 
S73 million science-fiction 
thriller that also stars Sharon 
Stone and Samuel L. 
Jackson. 

“I can’t complain,” says 
Giuliani, who had the car 
shipped to his mother in 
New Jersey. 

The city of Vallejo, which 
oversees the 5,000-acre 
(2.000-hectare) Mare Island 
Naval Shipyard, isn’t com- 
plaining either. Like other 
communities devastated by 
the shutdown of military 
bases over the past few 
years. Vallejo has rebounded 
by offering its facilities to 
movie companies willing to 
pay big bucks for the use of 
large, secluded spaces. 

AJ Da Silva, a Vallejo City 
official in charge of the rede- 
velopment of Mare Island, 
says no single company can 
offer as many economic 
benefits as the movie indus- 
try- 

“Ot ail the conversion 
things we've done, this is the 
one that really galvanised 
the community,” be says. 
‘This has generated a lot of 
hope that ultimately the con- 
version will be better for 
Vallejo than having a ship- 
yard." 

In fact, the San Francisco 
Bay area's closed military 
bases are among Holly- 
wood's most popular loca- 
tions for filming. In addition 
to Mare Island, big-budget 
pictures have been made at 
Treasure Island (Copycat, 
James And The Giant Peach) 
in San Francisco and 
Alameda Naval Air Station 
(Disney's upcoming remake 
of FI ubber) near Oakland. 

Area bases have been used 
in making 1 1 major movies 
in the past 18 months, more 
than anywhere else in the 
country, says California 
Film Commission Director 
Patti Archuletta. 

She calls it “the perfect 
marriage’' for a beleaguered 
city like Vallejo, eager to 
recoup lost revenues and 
film crews that love the con- 
trolled atmosphere of aban- 
doned bases. 

Her biggest complaint is 
that the military reacts too 
slowly to accommodate the 
movie industry's breakneck 
schedules. Tire makers of 
Demi Moore’s GJ. Jane 
wanted a sublease to film at 
Fort Ord near Monterey, but 
went elsewhere because of 
bureaucratic hang-ups. 

“They lost a very, very 
important opportunity for 
that area," Archuletta says. 
“I guess it's because the mil- 
itary is not in the business of 
real estate.” 

Before Sphere began film- 
ing. parts of Eddie Murphy's 
Metro and Jack with Robin 
Williams were shot at Mare 
Island. But Sphere was dif- 
ferent, because the block- 
buster project lasted more 
than a year, and that meant 
millions of dollars for 
Vallejo's economy. 

The producers of Sphere 
were awed not by old mili- 
tary equipment but by Mare 
Island's huge, high-ceiling 
hangars, perfect for.the elab- 
orate sets needed for the 
underwater action flick 
based on Michael Crichton's 
bestseller. 

The city subleased about 
10 per cent of its industrial 
space to Warner Bros. For 
$300,000, far cheaper than 
similar space near Los 
Angeles, Giuliani says. 

Nearly all the filming was 
done in a 12,000- square- 
kilometre warehouse where 
seven giant steel and cement 
tanks were built to shoot the 
underwater scenes. 

Production headquarters 

were set up at a former navy 
recreation centre. 

“This facility is a virtual 
gold mine," Warner Bros, 
location manager Michael 
John Meehan says. There’s 
really nothing else like it” 
The studio pr eferred the 
former military shipyard, 
mostly for the mammoth 
spaces but also because it’s 


far from star-struck gawkers 
yet still close to Hollywood 

Hoffman liked the location 
because he could fly into 
nearby Napa Airport in his 
private plane, Giuliani says. 
And the site was a short 
drive for director Barry 
Levinson, who lives nearby. 

A victim of military cut- 
backs, Mare Island closed on 
April 1, 1996, after 142 
years in operation. The ship- 
yard helped fortify Ameri- 
ca’s sea power, from paddle 
wheelers to nuclear sub- 
marines. 

Despite a party that includ- 
ed a parade, biplane aerobat- 
ics and paratroopers, the 
shutdown was a sad day for 
Vallejo, about 50 kilometres 
northeast of San Francisco. 
As many as 7,000 people 
ware left jobless and Vallejo 
was stripped of its cultural 
identity. 

“Ali of the town went 
through a denial thing," Da 
Silva says. “Doom and 
gloom set in. The ray of 
hope that the community felt 
f-aiTtf; from the movie indus- 
try. 

Da Silva estimated that the 
makers of Sphere spent $20 
milli on in the local econo- 
my, money used on every- 
thing from buying lumber to 


hiring graphic designers for 
intricate special effects to 
apartment and hotel rentals. 

Which isn’t to say Warner 
Bros.' decision was a chari- 
table one. Sphere production 
manager Pal Churchill says 
it didn’t matter to them whe- 
ther Vallejo benefited from 
the crew's presence, al- 
though the company did take 
out an ad in die local news- 
paper thanking the people of 
Vallejo for their cooperation. 

“Our decisions are based 
solely on the film.” she says. 
“You’re looking for what's 
right for that film.” 

Likewise. Vallejo officials 
aren’t necessarily interested 
in the success of Sphere, 
although they may throw a 
party when the movie pre- 
mieres around Christmas- 
time. 

“From our perspective, we 
couldn't care less.” Da Silva 
says. 

Da Silva tnay not have a 
vested interest in the box- 
office receipts, but he does 
hope the movie goes over 
budget. That would mean 
more benefits for the com- 
munity. 

Says Da Silva: “The more 
mistakes they make, the 
more money die city gets in 
return.” 
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Muslims urged to donate kidneys as patients die 



Religious leaders in several countries are seeking to 
end a traditional reluctance among Muslim communi- 
ties to support organ-donor schemes.. In Singapore 
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this hesitance has led to loss of life among kidney suf- 
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By Kkaled Talib 

SINGAPORE — Muslim 
kidney patients in Singapore 
are dying needlessly be- 
cause of a traditional reluc- 
tance in their community to 
donate organs. 

Islamic leaders in the city 
>tate are now trying to end 
the waste of life by" encour- 
aging more Muslims to 
become organ donors. They 
want the law changed to 
bolster efforts. 

The Human Organ Trans- 
plant Act currently exempts' 
Muslims. Other "Singapor-; 
cans who die in an accident 1 
are likely to have their kid-, 
neys removed for transplant 
unless they have signed an 
opt-out form. 

People who do not agree 
to donate their kidneys are 
not entitled to subsidised 
dialysis treatment or trans- 
plant operations under a 
scheme run by the National 
Kidney Foundation (NKF), 
a non-profit organisation. 

In the past four years, 1 30 
Muslims have died of renal 
failure because they could 
not afford the high cost of 
treatment, which totals 
about 3.000 Singapore dol- 
lars per month for dialysis. 
A transplant operation can 
cost between $4,000 and 
$5,000. 


“A fatwa llslamic reli- 
gious ruling) has decreed 
that it is permissible for 
Muslims to donate their kid- 
neys. so it is up to the com- 
munity to decide whether or 
not they want to make a 
pledge.’’ says the Mufti of 
Singapore, Syed Isa Semait. 
“Success lies in the hands of 
the community, and they 
should be positive when 
making their pledges.” 

A religious body, the Mus- 
lim Kidney Action Com- 
mittee (MKAC), wants to 
go further, and is now pro- 
posing that their community 
is covered by die terms of 
the organ transplant Act. 

At present only 6.600 
people out of a Singapore 
Muslim population of more 
than 400,000 have made 
pledges to donate their kid- 
neys. 

But Ameerali Abdeali, 
chairman of the MKAC, 
says: “Our feedback so far 
shows that many Muslims 
want to pledge their kid- 
neys. We want to make it 
easier for them to do so. 
And if they want fo opr out, 
the door is open for them.” 

The committee, working 
under the auspices of the 
Muslim religious council. 
Muis. has also urged the 
minister-in-charge of Mus- 
lim affairs; Abdullah Tar- 


mugi, to support, a public- 
education campaign aimed 

at dispelling false notions 

about organ donation. 

For example, some Mus- 
lims believe that if their kid- 
neys are removed and trans- 
planted into another person, 
they will be without these 
vital organs in the afterlife. 
Others have stated, on reli- 
gious grounds, that a 
Muslim's kidneys should 
not be transplanted into a 
non-Muslim. 

Another problem occurs 
over the requirement for 
next of kin to endorse the 
pledge form when a Muslim 
wishes to become a donor. 
In many cases, close rela- 
tives have declined to sign 
the form because of uncer- 
tainty about Islamic laws 
governing organ donation. 

An average 1,200 pledge 
forms per year are not 
accepted there is no next-of- 
kin endorsement. 

A report drawn up by the 
MKAC. says many Mus- 
lims are unaware that their 
kidneys will be taken only 
in the event of accidental 
death rather than death from 
natural causes, and that 
transplantation will be for 
life-saving purposes only 
and not experimentation. 

The report says many kid- 
ney patients claim to be 
unaware that failure to opt 
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...takes about 30 
minutes. Some patients 
are back at work the 
s following week. 


Patient put on fife 
support machine. 
Consultants determine 
whether brain has died, 
12 hours later: tests 
repeated. 

Relatives are contacted 
before machine is * 
switched off. ^ 


How 

the UK Transplant 
Service does the 
job 


First kidney transplant:!##* 
Longest surviving kidney 
recipient: Johanna Renrp$ Q f 
Canada, who was given her 
twin's orpa? 37 years ago. 
Seven years after the operation, 
she gave birth to a baby hoy 
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CerrfraJ computer locates patient 
with nearest tissue-type to donor, 
organisers contact local renal 
team to check whether 
. patient is well anda theatre 
te available, if not: next 
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if consent is given, a renal 
team removes kidneys. 

They should be in a new 
body within 48 hours. 
Laboratory tests tissues to 
see if suitable local recipients 
available; if not, then kidney 
detaKs are passed to 
transplant service. 


in to the donor scheme will 
disqualify them from sub- 
sidised dialysis. Patients 
who meet the NKF criteria 
have to .pay only $200 per 
month for treatment. 

“In addition.” says Amelia 
Champion, NKJF's head of 
public relations, “we also 
offer a range of rehabilita- 
tion services for these 
patients that include educa- 
tion incentives for th em and 


their families as well as job 
placement” 

Abdeali of the MKAC 
points to the fact that the 
Muslim community, along 
with many other Asian peo- 
ples, experience a higher- 
than-worid- average inci- 

dence of diabetes and high 
blood pressure — both con- 
tributory factors towards 
kidney failure. 

..Th? .problem of a reluc- 


tance to donate organs is not 
limited to Singapore's Mus- 
lims. An appeal for more 
donors was issued in Britain 
recently because of a short- 
age of organs. Surgeons like 
to transplant organs bet- 
ween patients from the same 
ethnic group because there 
is likely to be better tissue- 
type matches. The Shariah 
Council in London has 
issued a statement reassur- 


ing Muslims that it approves 
of organ donation. 

In Singapore each year, 
another 50 to 60 Muslims 
are diagnosed with renal 
failure. But in almost all 
cases, the patients have not 
opted in to the organ-dona- 
tion scheme. 

There are currently about 
430 Muslim Singaporean 
with serious kidney disease, 
but more than 300 do not 


qualify for subsidised treat- 
ment 

Muslim organisations 
have helped out financially 
by donating more than 
$370,000 last year to assist 
needy patients. 

MICAC members are plan- 
ning a symposium in tbe 
next few months to seek 
ideas on how best to pro- 
mote their campaign — 
Gemini News. 


Obesity 


an epidemic for rich and poor alike Gene found that makes hearts grow 


LONDON <Rl — Obesity has become an epidemic in both 
rich and poor nations, researchers said. 

A problem on its own. the epidemic will also spawn epi- 
demics of diabetes, heart disease, cancer and stroke. Per 
Bjomtorp of the University of Gothenberg in Sweden warned. 

He said one in five adults was overweight enough to be con- 
sidered clinically obese. “These frequencies mean that coun- 
tries such as the UJC, France and Germany each have five to 
10 million inhabitants who are obese and need treatment,” he 
wrote in a review article for the Lancet medical journal. 

“A medical problem of this size is probably beyond the 
capacity of even the best health care system.” 

Countries worst hit could spend berween three and eight per 
cent of their total health budgets in treating obesity-related 
disease, “proportions at least as great as those for ail cancers 


or AIDS,” he said. 

Obesity is defined as having a body mass index — weight 
in kilogrammes squared divided by height in centimetres — 
of more than 30. Someone with a BMI of 25 to 30 is over- 
weight, while a BMI of 20 to 25 is considered normal. 

While obesity had been considered a disease of affluence, it 
was hitting developing countries too. he said. “In China the 
prevalence of obesity is only a few per cent but there are indi- 
cations of a rise there, too,” he wrote. 

“In Australian Aborigines and in Polynesia figures 
approaching 80 per cent have been recorded.” 

Prevention was most important. Dr. Bjontorp said. He said 
studies showed it was easy for people to stick to a diet of 500 
to 600 calories less than usual a day and to lose weight on it 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


FROM TBE MOUTHS OF BABES 
By Chuck Deodene 

ACROSS 


1 — IheKrtta" 
f show tune) 

5 Sogan 

TO Marine research 
canter 

16 — Browne bel 


37 SUn problem 

38 Miaiywiri 
SB Unohucked aar 

feature 

4i CommM. part 2 
43 Worldwide: «bbr. 


77 Roram or Beatty 
7B StoryfioBng donee 
80 Waavng 


82 Cation doth 
84 Data 


110 Castbafiots 

111 lfea<ngentfy 

112 Spinning uhMt 
p«U 

114 Masterpieee i 
118 Borrow 1 


w lit 


IB Dtes — 

44 — paflol 

88 Cun net it, pen 4 

shamelessly 

20 BUdUce 

46 Dad&tei Jean 

90 OreyWders 

1 1B Leasts 

21 Rogaki 

46 Potion hoktor 

92 B arrive 

119 Ofympic nnwr 

cpnodouw— 

50 RMdtaslorAn&ta 

83 Boston akporl 

Ketno 

22 DaScotfsgokS 

53 Expel 

mine 

120 End ot the 

23 Start ol adhkfa 

.56 Vice — 

94 Ropudtoe 

comment 

cufxwnorit quottd 

50 CornmaxK, part 3 

B5 Modentistfc 

125 Dawn 

by Ann Landers 

63 Paper ptfldWM 

. prefix 

goddess 

26 Srnkecafler 

84 BltidchMrt need 

97 Corporate name 

726 Roatftrey 

27 hotan ony 

66 Jacob’s Inin 

letters 

maneuvers 

28 Stoontingorw 

86 Faflguys 

98 Macadamla and 

127 Hair color 

29 Rodentmore 

68 MtiideanMia. 

Bred 

128 Between Huron 

31 peruporeT 

68 RmUlotbaaldng 

100 Garmon, pan 5 

and Ontario 

[Kansas mottoj 

70 Robber's tad 

104 Alps abode 

129 AAA suggestion 

34 Laftfup 

72 Skawere 

106 Cetobrily rep. 

130 hide homes 

35 KMofcflvaor 

75 Ripferfke Kern? 

109 '—wanl far 

131 Stage direction 

song 

78 MrtvEoce 

Christmas-" 

132 Fournnosom 

DOWN 

1 Prsyorbook 

18 Tyke 

58 Romantic 

100 Sponsor 

101 ShgerUatia 

2 PMWMalhorin 

24 Songstress 

60 Mend's Walosa 

3 Altackad 

UBeUe 

61 CtripebUly 

Cose — 

4 Waft 

25 Coftoon frame 

62 Earthquake hoi 

102 Pass, as time 

5 Seductive West 

30 Meddle (wflh) 

spot 

103 Prison 

6 Ab — (from 

32 Ouvrateome 

67 Jazzman Getz 

104 Provides 

inception) 

33 Domedtoete 

71 Asset 

wardrobe for 

7 QmMHw 

35Hoflw 

73 Dnidgery 

105 Writer's dash 

8 MM 

38 "Spare tire" sties 

74 NY galery dkfifci 

106 Ong 

B PtaywrigM 

40 Quench 

79 UegbaiAta 
81 —Cana 

tQ7 Ms, Staftnem 

Eugene 

41 Stowtfcwn) 

108 More cun 

10 Identifying mark 

42 Beffln. (amfiody 

83 Was in charge 

ill Crockery piece 

11 Etovnly 

46 HanoTs lend 

85 Sport on a Doun 

113 Monk's home 

12 Ouantfty. Afabr. 

47 Nezaretti rapderf 

87 Midler 

116 Flue residue 

13 Give a rude look 

48 Deserr 

88 Hair style 

116 Use profanity 

to 

49 River of Ghent 

89 Strongroom 

117 Slush er 

14 Home ol the 

51 Overtook 

91 Bering or 

121 PlWVkHieED 

Braves 

52 Ginger cookta 

Barents 

122 WashmgonbB 

15 Storm Hash 

54Dft« 

96 Render 

123 Vara iW. 

18 Origin 

56 Itching for action 

unnecessary 

124 Okl eBonoe 

17 Designer Giorgio 

57 CrusadtifkftM 

99 Water vapor 

acronym 


hob hoi nu 


\w Jioa 


[roe Tr^r hoi 


1121 |U2 


By Maggie Fox 
■ Reuter 

LONDON — British re- 
searchers said they had 
found a gene that seems to 
help make the heart grow in 
response to strenuous phys- 
ical exercise. 

They said their finding 
could help doctors prevent 
heart attacks in people at 
risk of developing an en- 
larged heart. 

Steve Humphries and col- 
leagues at University Col- 
lege Hospital in London 
said their studies on armv 
recruits showed the gene, a 
variant of a well-known 
gene called “ace,” seemed 
to control growth of human 
heart muscle. 

The hearts of cadets who 
completed a strenuous 10- 
week training course and 
who had the ace gene vari- 
ant showed 25 per cent 
more growth than cadets 
who had some other variant 
of the gene. 

'This is an enormous dif- 
ference in the growth of the 
heart compared to the men 
who did not have the variant 
gene.” Hugh Montgomery, 
a cardiologist who worked 
on the study, said in a state- 
ment. 

The results were so star- 
tling that some people 
doubted them. “It's caused a 
little difficulty getting this 
paper published because 
everbody looked at this and 
said ‘no this can't be 
right,'” he added in a tele- 
phone interview. 

‘These results are strange- 
ly powerful and we have to 


New test for heart 




... 

r \r. 

m ’y w — 


tried on humans ^regoff : 

WASHINGTON (R) — A ne w.non-ih^^Ve^Tcsr heart 
disease that uses ultrasonic Tmcrobubbfes; hr aaoriitCMr ca^ 
diac blood flow has been' effective ia-its first tfiniGaLtriai 
on humans, researchers reported.-'^ 

Tbe test involves the in jection- of 

insoluble, high molecular weight 
researchers .from the Universii^jof jVhginia 
cumene edition of the journal Circulation,;- : \ t :+ 

The bubbles flow with the bloodT into file :hefcand^ye 
off a signal that can indicate how fast the W<x>d^ flowing; 
the scientists said in a statement.. ■ s V- : - ? V 

“If there is no flow, then we know teer^isbiockage in the 
coronary artery”. said Doctor . Sanjiv.' KaiuL lead autfror pf 
the study. “Most people who die fibm~ heart^naefo' i&ve 
clogged arteries.” . 

Current tests to monitor. block! flow cost bejwsfcii $1,000 
and $2,000 and take at least one day to Complete; the scr- 
en Lists said the new test- known -as ihyqK^i;bodtrast 
echocardiography or MCE costs about $30(T to -$400 aid 
takes only 15 to 20 minutes. ' .* ■' 

Dr. Kaul said one possible ^plicatibn'fqr^GE would be 
in emergency rooms, where some 5 miiH6n‘ peopte annual- 
ly come in complaining of [chest pains: 

Electrocardiography is effective in diagnosing; only about 
one-third of those patients having heart atfacksThe said. 
The other two-thirds are often admitted for further .ifestsra. 
process that he said costs U.SL health care systems $10 tui- 
tion a yean ■ / j" ./ >’ : ' ; £'. ?) vf'- 

“Having an accurate diagnostic tool for b^ait- aftacks in 
the emergency room could save millions of dollars in deter- 
mining which patients have normal blood flow to the heart 
muscle and more importantly, help doctors provide imme- 
diate treatment to patients with acute heart attacks,” Dr. 
Kaul said. 


be sure they are correct.” 

But Dr. Montgomery said 
he was not entirely sur- 
prised. 

The ace gene controls an 
enzyme known as 
angiotensin-converting en- 
zyme. Ace closes down the 
capillaries, keeping blood 
pressure up and making the 
heart work harder. 


“Everybody's got two 
copies of this gene, but 
some seem to have this ver- 
sion that has a little extra,” 
Dr. Montgomery said. 

Those who have two 
copies of the extra gene Dr. 
Montgomery's tests show 
those who produce more 
ace grow bigger hearts. 

It still was not clear if this 


was a bad thing but it could 
be in some people, the 
researchers stressed 

“It is important to point 
out that the growth in tbe 
hearts of these young men 
was absolutely normal and 
appropriate for the amount 
of exercise they were under- 
taking,” Dr. Montgomery 
said. 

The recruits showed no 
real differences in their 
blood pressure, but it -could 
be that, in those who had the 
extra heart growth, blood 
pressure shot up during 
exercise. Dr. Montgomery 
said this would be difficult 
to measure. 

Where the gene could be 
important is in those who 
have high blood pressure — 
about 23 per cent of tbe 
population in Britain. One- 
quarter of people with high 
blood pressure develop an 
enlarged left ventricle of the 
heart which increases the 
risk of heart attack and 
stroke. 

Dr. Montgomery said 
more tests were already 
under way and the group 
hoped to report next year. 

Drugs known as ace 
inhibitors reduce the risk of 
abnormal heart growth and 
are widely used to treat high 
blood pressure. 

Dr. Montgomery said the 
findings could increase the 
popularity of the drugs, 
which have milder side- 
effects than other Wood 
pressure drugs. 

Tbe research, which was 
funded by the British Heart 
Foundation, was published 
in tee journal Circulation. 


Dlagramless, 17x17 
By Harold B- Counts 


ACROSS 
1 Owned 
4 Sexto 

8 LWerneetti 
ID DMon word 
ii Anadringftsh 
13 Mr. Muttl 

74 Acrobatic 4wt 

16 Quota as 
autorty 

17 Pond w m 

10 CmggyhSs 

DOWN 

1 Groups cd caine 

2 Wo« to me 

3 Word at wanting 

4 Threw away 

5 Cager 
G Aver 

7 Term of 
andaaimwn 
S TwMngsnme 

9 Thingumbob 

11 SbCfcy stuff 


20 — deucy 

21 Cuts 

22 Boittaforserakig 


25 Bokary Offering . 

26 BaulidgiM 

27 Bested 

30 Bean at burden 

31 THn Man’s dog 

32 Judged 
34 Grow 


12 Cetatas ox 

14 Peddtar 

15 James Boncf* 
Mlmni—i y 

17 Gauge 
19 Adorned, In a 
way 

21 Uneaten 

22 Do housewortr 

23 James of rong 

24 Peris summer 


36 Branded 
30 Tfflad lady 
40 LM tfW pUpti 

42 Top-notch 

43 Auto ruU 

44 Banks and Ford 

46 Rustic 

47 Reddsti color 

48 Water bUMos 

50 S»<1» 

51 — au ihum 


28 Sptpeof 
bacon 
28 Fancied 
20 Rtiqum 
33 Ofta IbmauiQ 
35 CActty 

37 Cnukfcer game 

38 Slugger 


54 Window pert 

55 Locations 
58 Ogle 

57 Brought 

60 Spoken 

61 Petiion 

62 SttJ row 


41 Gov.org. 
48 uttered 


83 Baftpom donee 

84 LoUi — 

85 Bore 


47 Aetof Fonda 

49 Extolled money 
tram 

50 Song&vd 

51 —out 
(Adfnpitliecn 

52 High nest 

53 Umamdptoo 
55 Marsh ptov 

58 — thaTarrttie 

59 Creeper 


Loet Week's Cryptogram* 

1- Poor onion farmer holds back to ore mm he worki in tbe 
fields on his bumper crop which will earn him much 
riches. 

2. Unlucky cute child knocked toys ud kickbacks off the 
shelf. 

3. Henpecked chicken farmer found respect and domestic 
peace as he began to emulate his big load rooster. 

4. When a hawk attacked, the scared dove dove down to her 
little, down-lined, woven neat and kid. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. WHITE GUT GRAINS CUES GNHC OPHK, 
OTUPERPA HP TUMP, VB WVTT8E 
-UVEDCRPOT" OPHMCUP7 — By Ed Baddfeqoa 


3.MTOBEK LDECOT BUS ROMNK ClTNi LD 
AVDS B ITU E CAVL CUFV ft I LIBS RITF 
GOEECOCDT GLUED COVRD STUDS. 

By 1LC. Doyle 

8. HOT HEHBRE CABS KEN FLDFA L SLEFFOB7 
SDL MKD KE LX MEXICAN. ^ By Barber* J. Bug* 


SOLUTION OF LAST 
WEEK'S SUNDAY PUZZLE 


□□□□ nrjucuci rjunnn ijqjDD 
fJOHH LiaDDO DODUig □□□□ 
LJDDD □□□QlJ □□□□OBDUinU 

anuua ddcucid 

_DtJClD □□□□ DOnD 

nnoiana qdddq OEc^n nm 

HEDOO CBDOn OaCuD DOD 

□□□□ nnun ODnaa uuuu 

□□□ OOCDIl □□DDLJ □□RUE 

□uonaa annuu □□□□□□ 
oGjnan beudw 
aonnu douljdd 
□□□□□ acDDa noGjaa □□□ 
dded onoao ooae □□□□ 
ana aaDcici nnGBQ □□□□□ 
qqet anno ocmaa 

anou natiD dedo 
aonnon □□□□□ □oodwh/ud 
□ nDaonmiwrjLi ncnotB □□□□ 
□nnn □riano □□□□!! nuciE 
muD □□pun unaDD bnnu 


SOLUTION OF LAST WEEK’S 
DIAGRAMLESS PUZZLE 


□ □□□□ 
□auacj uD 
uLiucjuuDoa 
□uizjya □□□□□ 
□□□□□ □□□□□ 
□uqqq aan □□□□□ 
□□□□DO □□□□□ QUQCinD 
□□□ □□□□□□□ uuuua 

tiunn ciuaaa ULraDuuua 
□□□a □□□□ 

□□□□uuurj □□□no □□□a 
□□□nu auauuaa qqu 
□□□□□ a DUUUD □□□LIUU 
uuuun non nuann 

OUUUQ BQDQQ 
DDQBQDDDflQ 

□□□□nanoD 
mchqpquu 

LiaUDU 


4.ZKOLSU KPPLUCK EWH TRCC8M MPAWN 
BCW ZPAVfl HEW TO VN TROTS UP TROTS. 

— By Prank N. Stain 


1. fa) Adoption of new methods of agriculture with high 
yield hybrid seeds, fertilisers, pesticides and intensive cul- 
tivation, to increase agricul rural production. 

r 

(b) An informal unwritten agreement based on good 
faith. 

(c) Mixing of race; interbreeding, intermarriage or sexu- 
al intercourse between different races, especially whites 
and coloured peoples. 

2. (a) International Teleprinter Exchange. 

lb) Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of 

Radiation. 

(c) Middle East News Agency 

3. Pakistan, China. Nepal. Bhutan, Bangladesh and 
Burma. 

4. He said she had a beautiful voice and asked her to 
sing. 


6. The Artful Dodger 


7. Hans and Fritz 


* * * * 


PUZZLES 

(A) 4. (In each row. subtract tee second number from tee 
first and multiply by four). 

7 - 6 = 1x4 = 4 


* * * 


(B) Rook and Crook (C+ rook = crook) 


* * * 
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full 
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Si 
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re>’t 
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the 

tour 

iar^ 

ir.ee 

of 

dere 

first 

tour 

ans 

Jeru 

per* 

IPTTT 

!t re 

per 

reoe: 

S76J 

Pale 

Israe 

hisrsia 

perit 

throt 

went 

cent 

ir.st* 

2S" f 

purel 

then, 

terric 

serin 

Of ! 
a.id 1 

bv 

joua 

fact 

■:hc> 

tar as 

able i 

■or 

Nrafi 

majoi 

have 



5. The wolf said it is easy to be brave from a safe dis- (C) EACH. 
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Tourism in Palestine 


the need to reverse the decline 


By piraBmna 

• i ' - ■ ■ 

THE ISRAELI authorities 
have nBata jp e dapoficy of 
trying to Rom the gronvth 
and development of the 
Arab tourist sector and to 
even degenerate it over 
time, with the hope that they 
can finally eliminate it com- 
pletely fiom the marine* 
place. 

So said the Higher Coun- 
cil for the Arab Tourist 
Industry > n A report to the 
Euro-Mediterranean Con- 
ference on Tourism Within 
Sustain abhs Development m 
1993. That this project has 
in large part tecn siiccessful 
is glaringly evidenr to any 
observer of the , pertinent 
statistics. 

Whereas 69 hotels were 
operating in East Jerusalem, 
Gaza and the West Bank in 
1964 (20 of which were 
"three star" and above) the 
□umber of hotels had, by 
1990, fallen to 40. At that 
rime the total rooms provid- 
ed in these hotels was 
2^71, compared to the 
32,617 rooms provided by 
the 305 Israeli hotels. That 
situation in the hotel sector 
has continued to worsen 
since 1990; the United 
Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) reported that m 
late April 1991, “only two 
of the 34 East Jerusalem 
hotels were open for busi- 
ness." 

The four guide business 
has been even more devas- 
tatingly stricken. In 1966, 
there woe 202 guides 
licensed by the Jordanian 
Ministry of Tourism to work 
in Jerusalem and the West 
Bank; 54 of these were 
"class A" guides licensed to 
tour all of the West Bank 
and Jordan, 120 were “class 
B," restricted to specific 
regions, and 28 were site- 
specific “class C" guides. 
By 1989, only 87 Palestin- 
ian guides retained licences 
(48 of whom are graded to 
work in Israel and the West 
Bank while 39 can only 
work within the occupied 
territories,. excluding 
Jerusalem); only 72 of them 


wws actually working. At 
the time, 4,300 Israelis held 
foil tour guide licences and 
over 3,000 of them were 
active. 

Similar “degeneration" 
has been evident in the 
restaurants, travel agencies, 
tourist goods retailers and 
. the like, to the extent dial 
tourism, which between 
1948 and 1967 had devel- 
oped into the West Bank's 
- larges* source of service 
income, bus, after 30 years 
of occupation, been ren- 
dered negligible. During the 
first year of occupation, 
tourism provided Palestini- 
ans in the West Bank and 
Gaza (excluding East 
Jerusalem) with $ 1 7m, 74 
per cent of the total receipts 
from services, but by 1987 
it returned only $15m (two 
per cent), out of total 
receipts from services of 
S768m (largely earned by 
Palestinians working in 
Israel for Israeli-owned 
businesses). In the same 
period Israel's earnings 
through tourism services 
went from $52ra, ten per 
cent of total service earn- 
ings of S509ra, to $135bn, 
28 per cent of $4,8bn. In 
purely economic terms, 
then, (he Palestinians of the 
territories have been 
stripped of a major source 
of self-generated income 
and left as wage slaves to an 
economic system controlled 
by their occupiers. The 
actual implications are in 
fact even more dire than 
they appeared in 1987, in so 
for as then Palestinians were 
able to earn livings working 
for Israeli businesses in 
Israel, whereas now the vast 
majority of those workers 
have been cut off from their 
sources of income. 

But the implications of the 
destruction of Palestinian 
tourism extend beyond the 
economic. Tourism pro- 
vides a forum where visitors 
from outside can meet some 
local residents and get 
acquainted by them with 
their interpretations of the 
region and of the lives lived 
within it by its inhabitants. 
Israel has, since taking con- 


trol of the territories in 
1967, used tourism as a 
powerful device for promot- 
ing internationally a vision 
of itself as a bastion of 
Western democracy in the 
midst of a hostile sea of 
"Arab terrorists and Islamic 
fundamental ists.” In so 
doing, ii in large part suc- 
ceeded in popularly legiti- 
mating its illegal and brutal 
occupation. Its systematic 
destruction of the Palestin- 
ian tourist industry deprived 
Palestinians of one of the 
only means they had of 
“making visible," their dis- 
possession and oppression. 
Behind the expropriation of 
Palestinian tourism is a 
strategy of ensuring that 
visitors to “Israel” will 
encounter only Israeli inter- 
pretations of the simacion. 


provide employment and 
income for the Palestinian 
people and generate posi- 
tive images of the Palestin- 
ian people living on their 
land for the consumption of 
visitors. It can also provide 
the foundations for the cul- 
tural revitalisation of a peo- 
ple whose traditional prac- 
tices have been peripher- 
al ised and rendered well- 
nigh extraneous by the con- 
fiscation or lands, the 
impoverishment of agricul- 
ture and the ways of life it 
supports, and the confisca- 
tion of the means of dis- 
playing that culture to them- 
selves and others. Contem- 
porary tourism is not. as 
tourism largely was in the 
past, simply a matter of site- 
seeing. Ethnic tourism is a 
very large factor in 


rentiy in serious decline, 
would be resuscitated by the 
development of sophisticat- 
ed marketing to tourists and 
pilgrims. The promotion of 
Palestine’s distinctive cui- 
sine and the presentation of 
Palestinian dance and music 
as a means of drawing visi- 
tors to dine in Palestinian 
restaurants and stay in 
Palestinian hotels would 
serve u> convince Palestini- 
ans youth that their culture 
is not just a marker of what 
has been stolen but also a 
valuable resource on which 
to build a proud future. As 
recent studies in tourism 
have shown, ethnic revival- 
ism for tourism can actually 
serve not only to resource 
skills and practices which 
may previously have been 
under-resourced but can 


“During the first year of occupation , tourism provided 
Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza (excluding 
East Jerusalem) with $17 m, 74 per cent of the total 
receipts from services, but by 1987 it returned only 
$lSm ( two per cent), out of total receipts from services 
of $768m (largely earned by Palestinians working in 
Israel for Israeli-owned businesses). In the same peri- 
od Israel’s earnings through tourism services went 
from $S2m 1 ten per cent of total service earnings of 
$509m, to $1.35bn, 28 per cent of $4 8bn” 


The rebuilding of the 
Palestinian network of 
hotels, guides, travel agents, 
restaurants and itineraries is 
therefore a vital step to 
reclaiming the land. It is 
only through introducing 
visitors to the Holy Land as 
a Palestinian land (hat 
Palestinians will be able to 
counter the image of Pales- 
tine as an Israeli land that 
the state-subsidised Israeli 
tourism machine has pro- 
mulgated and popularised 

Palestinian culture 
— a valuable resource 

The rebuilding of a Pales- 
tinian tourism infrastructure 
can, however, do more than 


international travel, and 
Palestinians, in revitalising 
Palestinian tourism, will be 
able to present to visitors 
from the West, as well as to 
those from the Arab and 
Muslim Worlds, a rich 
repertoire of cultural prac- 
tices and artefacts. Palestin- 
ian culture can be a strong 
selling point for a visit to 
Palestine, and the promo- 
tion of Palestinian traditions 
for the gaze of tourists will 
as well serve to mark the 
value of those traditions for 
Palestinians themselves. 

Long-established artisanal 
skills such as olive-wood 
carving, mother-of-pearl 
work, embroidery and glass 
production, which are cur- 


also renew traditions which 
might, without tourism, 
have languished from 
neglect. 

Tourism, then, can play a 
major role in rebuilding the 
Palestinian economy, bet- 
tering the image of Pales- 
tine and Palestinians in the 
world outside, and revitalis- 
ing Palestinian culture. This 
is its potential. There is little 
reason to believe, however, 
that since the Oslo accords 
Israel has in any way 
changed its policy towards 
the development of Pales- 
tinian-led tourism. There is 
a good deal of evidence that 
Israel still hopes-to “finally 
eliminate it completely 
fiom the market place,” and 


that all that may have 
changed is the means by 
which this can be achieved. 
With the advent of a degree 
of autonomy for the West 
Bank and Gaza, Israeli poli- 
cy towards Palestinian 
tourism must by necessity 
alter its focus. Whereas 
before it could curtail and 
undermine Palestinian 
endeavours towards 

rebuilding infrastructure 
through the media of law 
and military dictate, in the 
future such subversion will 
be carried out through other 
means, especially those of 
"competition," “public rela- 
tions" and subsidy. These 
efforts will centre on ren- 
dering the Palestinian 
tourism trade enviable in 
economic terms because it 
will appear unable to deliv- 
er the same quality of ser- 
vice as the Israeli industry, 
by ensuring that potential 
tourists will be drawn to the 
Israeli sector long before 
they reach the borders, and 
by continuing to subsidise 
Israeli tourism endeavours 
to an extent which cannot 
be matched by the far poor- 
er Palestinian administra- 
tion, much less by indepen- 
dent Palestinian businesses. 

Need for 
superior services 

Palestinian tourism will 
not survive by simply pro- 
viding a service to tourists 
as good as that provided by 
the Israelis; if the much 
smaller and much poorer 
Palestinian sector is to com- 
pete, it can only do so by 
providing superior services. 
There is no question that, 
for the foreseeable future, 
there will be far fewer 
Palestinian than Israeli 
hotels, a much smaller 
cadre of trained guides and 
a far less extensive and 
endowed range of Palestin- 
ian travel agencies (both 
inside Palestine and 
abroad). 

Undue haste in attempting 
to rectify these quantitative 
disparities is likely to prove 
disastrous. There is consid- 
erable evidence that the 


Israeli ministry of tourism 
would like to see the Pales- 
tinian tourist trade shoot its 
bolt: its willingness to pro- 
vide tour guide licences to 
underqualified guides is 
symptomatic. I believe, of u 
strategy of allowing a too- 
rapidly trained tourism sec- 
tor ro expose itself to the 
unforgiving gaze of 
international tourism us 
inadequate, underqualified 
and. in a word inferior. If 
tourists and, more to the 
point, external tour opera- 
tors learn from experience 
that the Palestinian sector 
provides inadequate ser- 
vices. they will simply 
avoid using Palestinian 
hotels, guides, agencies and 
the like and will commit 
themselves to the more reli- 
able Israeli sector. They will 
not return. 

However, and despite its 
diminutive size, the Pales- 
tinian sector has certain 
advantages which must not 
be overlooked. Many visi- 
tors to Jerusalem and the 
West Bank have told this 
writer that their treatment at 
the hands of Palestinians 
has been more sympathetic 
and far friendlier than that 
they have received from 
Israelis. Christian pilgrims 
generally find Palestinian 
guides (Christian or Mus- 
lim) much more sympathet- 
ic to their needs and inter- 
ests than Israelis. Most have 
said that were they to return 
for another visit they would 
do their utmost to ensure 
that they would be guided 
and served by Palestinians 
rather than by Israelis. This 
goodwill, which 1 suspect 
has been augmented by 
increased awareness 

brought about by media 
reporting of the intifada and 
its aftermath of the nature of 
Israeli dominion, must be 
exploited by the Palestini- 
ans, but this cannot be done 
by simply providing ill- 
trained people to add to the 
numbers of Palestinians 
with many years of experi- 
ence in the field of ‘‘host- 
ing" foreign visitors. Mem- 
ories of a bad trip tend, 
unfortunately, to displace 


earlier memories of good 
experiences, and unless the 
quality of new Palestinians 
working in tourism is up to 
the mark set h> their fore- 
bears, the goodwill fell 
towards Palestinians will 
quickly be dissipated. 

Future tourism to the Holy 
Land will not simply follow 
the course tourism has token 
in the past. Ethnic tourism is 
a burgeoning market, and 
Palestinian culture is a com- 
modity which must not be 
ignored in training (he 
tourism service sector. Peo- 
ple must bo drawn to the 
areas under Palestinian con- 
trol not by the fact that 
some notable sites are 
"unfortunately " located out- 
side the borders of Israel but 
by a desire to experience the 
rich repertoire of Palestin- 
ian customs and cuisines. 
The current situation, in 
which Palestinian hotels 
and restaurants in the terri- 
tories are i snored bv bus- 

^ V 

loads of tourists who make 
day trips to Bethlehem and 
Hebron and return to be 
entertained, eat and sleep in 
Israeli restaurant and hotels, 
can only be ameliorated by 
an intent ional effort to make 
outsiders aware of the cul- 
tural riches resident in those 
territories. 

And if visitors are to stay 
long enough to put money 
into the local economy, they 
must be provided with 
entertainment which will 
draw them to stay in the 
region into the evening and 
so stay in Palestinian hotels. 
The key is the promotion of 
Palestinian culture and the 
introduction of a Palestinian 
tone into pilgrimage and 
tourism into the area. This is 
something which will bene- 
fit all sectors of the econo- 
my and is one arena where 
the Israelis cannot compete. 

Glenn Bowman is a social 
anthropologist working at 
the University of Kent. He 
has been doing field work in 
Israel and the occupied ter- 
ritories since 1983 . This 
article is reprinted from the 
Middle East International. 
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Ireland stakes its claim 
to heart of Dracula 


By Jane O’ 

Reuter 

DUBLIN — He may 
have been bom in Tran- 
sylvania but Dracula, the 
world’s most famous 
fictional vampire, had 
Irish Mood. 

Ireland is not the first 
place, that springs to 
mind on reading ‘‘Drac- 
□ia”, . Bram Stoker's 
classic tale of blood, 
death and immortality, 
based around Romania's 
national hero. Prince 
Vlad of Transylvania. 

But its creator was as 
much a Dubliner as 
Wilde. Yeats or Beckett 
and the city is this year 
marking the 150th 
anniversary , of his birth 
and the centenary of 
Dracula's publication. 

The Bram Stoker Soci- 
ety, a Dublin-based 
of enthusiasts, is 
iving force behind 
honouring Stoker whom 
it describes as “a truly 
remarkable I rishman ”. 

And if Dublin is at last 
recognising Stoker, stu- 
dents and academics are 
also discovering the 
Irish influences on his 
famous novel which has 
inspired more than 700 
films since it was first 
published. 

*Tn spite of all the 
novel’s blood-bolstered 
Gothic backdrop of 
Transylvanian ravines 
and castles, it dow 
seems very likely that 
the central inspiration 
for Bram Stokers Drac- 
ula is as Irish as Molly 
Malone,” Dracula 
enthusiast Clive Gam- 
mon wrote recently in 
the London Observer 
newspaper. 

Authors Peter 

Tretnayne ■ and Peter 



Haining argue as much 
in their new book, ‘The 
Undead: The Legend Of 
Bram Stoker and Dracu- 
la”. 

'There’s no doubt that 
Dracula is Irish. No 
other country in the 
world has a greater 
claim on him," 
Tremayne has said. “The 
problem was that Stoker 
aimed his stories at an 
audience of 19th century 
readers in England who 
would not warm to the 
tale of an Irish vampire.” 

Banshees, burials, blood 
drunk from the vein 

Born Abraham Stoker 
in the Dublin seaside 
suburb of Clontarf, 
Stoker was a pale and 
sickly child who did not 
walk until he was seven, 
leaving him ample 
opportunity to absorb 
his mother's grisly tales 
of banshees, burials and 
blood drunk from the 
veins of cattle during the 
Irish famine. 

“Stoker lived in 
famine times and he saw 
people with their teeth 
sticking out with the 
hunger, says Dennis 
McIntyre, director of the 
Bram sToker 

Inte rnati onal Summer 
School. “I constantly 
argue that Dracula was 
very much Irish 
inspired. The mists, the 
rats, the wolves, all that 
stuff was really Irish.” 
Mr. McIntyre notes 
that Stoker’s mother 
Charlotte came from 
Sligo where she lived 
through a terrible 
cholera epidemic in 
1832. 

“She saw people liter- 
ally being pushed into 
the grave while still 


alive and told him these 
srories as a youn® Jad. 
Did he get the idea of 
this undead figure from 
one of those getting 
back up out of the 
grave?’ he wonders. 

Scholars also note that 
the Stokers' home was 
barely half a mile from 
Baflybough crossroads 
where suicides were 
buried and their hearts 
staked to prevent their 
unhappy spirits from 
wandering. 

The family had a pri- 
vate tomb in Sunt 
Michan’s Church, famed 
for the grey corpses of 
Dublin's nuns and nota- 
bles preserved by a spe- 
cial dryness in its vaults, 
and Stoker absorbed the 
peculiar Irish fascination 
with death. 

Stoker overcame his 
early weakness to 
become an athletic and 
football champion dur- 
ing his time at Dublin 
University and lived 
until Apnl 20, 1912. 

He worked for 10 
years in the civil service 
at Dublin castle, but 
spent his free time writ- 
ing for the Dublin Mail 
newspaper as unpaid 
dramatic critic. 

When he escaped his 
Dublin office job for a 
life in the London the- 
atre be met his idoL 
actor Sir Henry Irving, 
and for the next 27 years 
worked as his manager, 
writing some 50 letters a 
day for him and accom- 
panying him on his 
American tours, which 
inspired the pamphlet on 
American life “A 
Glimpse of America”. 

Turning to fiction late 
in life, he wrote “Dracu- 
la” at the age of 50 but 
never matched its suc- 


cess with subsequent 
works, which included 
"The Jewel of Seven 
Stars” and “Famous 
Impostors". 

Ireland finally hon- 
ours its unsung hero 

Now, after years of 
neglect, Ireland is at last 
showing signs of 
according Stoker some 
of the respect shown its 
other literary heroes. 

“It is surely ironic that 
the tourist trade is more 
developed in Romania 
than in Stoker's native 
land but then, remember 
how long it took for 
James Joyce to be recog- 
nised as a national 
hero," says Leslie Shep- 
ard, chairman of tne 
Bram Stoker Society. 

Mr. Shepard devel- 
oped his interest in Stok- 
er while editing a three- 
volume encyclopaedia 
of occultism and para- 
psychology. 

“He cropped up in iL 
And being here and 
finding he was not 
recognised like Joyce 
and Yeats were, I felt 
somebody ought to do 
something. I felt there 
was tourist potential 
there,” he told Reuters. 

The society's efforts 
since 1980 are begin- 
ning to pay off and Bram 
Stoker heritage tours of 
Dublin are being devel- 
oped while the Irish 
postal service plans a 
series of commemora- 
tive stamps — to be 
issued at Halloween. 

Lectures, seminars and 
an exhibition of Stoker 
memorabilia have been 
held to mark both 
anniversaries while the 
Irish edition of a book 
that has been translated 


into every language and 
has never been out of 
print will be repub- 
lished. 

Stoker has even had a 
Clontarf Park named in 
his honour. 

Vampire tourism 
takes off in Dublin 

The seventh Bram 
Stoker Summer School, 
held in Dublin in July, 
attracted speakers from 
around the world for fur- 
ther discourses on a 
novel that has been read 
as everything from a 
simple allegory of the 
struggle between good 
and evil to a blatant 
demonstration of the 
Oedipus complex. 

Participants were treat- 
ed to addresses on vam- 
pirism and bats, the 
neuro-linguistic pro- 
gramming of Dracula 
and the reason Dracula 
has endured. 

Still a best-seller, it 
remains second only to 
the Bible in popularity 
and has outsold the com- 
bined works of all of Ire- 
land’s other famous 
writers put together, 
McIntyre says. 

He hopes to build a 
permanent visitor centre 
in Clontarf to attract stu- 
dents and fans from 
around the world to the 
suburb where Stoker 
was bom. 

“The idea is to reclaim 
Stoker and Dracula for 
Ireland. You can walk 
down the streets of 
Dublin to this day and 
ask somebody who 
wrote Dracula and 
where be was born and 
they wouldn't have a 
Clue.” 
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Riyadh moves to curb capital flight 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia has issued a 
stem warning against banks 
and companies engaging in 
illegal investment activities 
in a bid to curb a capital 
flight, bankers in the Gulf 
kingdom said Wednesday. 

The warning came as the 
world's leading oil supplier 
is struggling to attract 
investment to spur growth 
in its economy after it was 
hurt by low oil prices and 
huge payments for the lib- 
eration of Kuwait from 
Iraqi forces. 

The Saudi Arabian Mone- 
tary Agency (SAMA) 
warned local and foreign 
banks and companies they 
could be subject to harsh 
punishment if they contin- 
ued to transfer funds abroad 
through unlicensed invest- 
ment funds. 

“It has been noticed that 
some foreign banks and 
investment companies are 
marketing their services in 
the kingdom by attracting 
deposits through invest- 
ment funds and transferring 
them abroad,” SAMA said 
in a letter sent to banks and 
investment firms in Saudi 


Arabia last week. 

“It has also been noticed 
that some unlicensed com- 
panies are carrying out 
banking activities such as 
receiving funds from Saudi 
citizens and foreigners 
residing in the kingdom for 
investment purposes. Some 
foreign individuals are also 
collecting funds from the 

expatriate labour and trans- 
ferring them abroad.” the 
letter added. 

SAMA. Saudi Arabia's 
central bank, warned citi- 
zens against dealing with 
unlicensed institutions, say- 
ing they could lose their 
money. 

It said such activities vio- 
lated banking and invest- 
ment laws in Saudi Arabia, 
which has the biggest 
financial sector in the Arab 
World. 

“Violators could face up 
to two years in jail and a 
fine of 5,000 Saudi riyals 
(51.333) for every offence 
day,” it said. 

“Saudi citizens and expa- 
triates are called upon to be 
careful and to deal only 
with licensed banks and 
exchange shops in activities 


related to banking,” SAMA 
advised the public. 

The letter said some par- 
ties were transfering money 
out of Saudi Arabia to their 
home country, where they 
are not licensed or do not 
exist 

Bankers said the warning 
followed an increase in 
such activities, including 
newspaper advertisements 
by some banks and firms 
for investment abroad. 

Some exchange houses 

have also ann ounced new 
facilities for the large expa- 
triate community in the 
kingdom to remit home 
their money, they added. 

“Saudi authorities feel 
such activities harm the 
efforts to regulate the finan- 
cial sector and encourage 
investment,” one banker 
said. 

“Saudi Arabia is in a bad 
need for foreign capital to 
revive its economy and rec- 
tify its balance of payments 
that has been upset by weak 
oil prices, expatriate remit- 
tances and huge payments 
for the Gulf war,” he indi- 
cated. 

Riyadh's balance of pay- 


ments has reeled under a 
heavy deficit over the past 
six years as it paid more 
than $50 billion for a multi- 
national coalition that 
drove Iraqi invasion troops 
out of Kuwait in 1991. 

The gap was complicated 
by lower oil prices, an 
increase in imports and 
remittances by the coun- 
try’s nearly five million for- 
eign workers. 

Official figures obtained 
by AFP showed nearly $90 
billion had been siphoned 
out of the kingdom by the 
expatriates and Saudi 
investors between 1990 
and 1995. In 1996, the 
funds were estimated at $13 
billion. 

“The outflow of capital is 
easing as more incentives 
for investors have been 
introduced within reforms,” 
a Saudi banker said. 

“I think it could continue 
to decline in the coming 
years if the Saudis pressed 
ahead with plans to give 
greater access to the expa- 
triates into the country’s 
financial and commercial 
activity,” he added. 


U.N. approves Syrian contracts to supply Iraq with wheat 


BAGHDAD CAP! — 
Syria will supply Iraq with 
wheat and lentils under a 
U.N. oii-for-food deal, the 
first business between the 
two neighbours in 17 
years, a trade ministry 
source was reported Tues- 
day as saying. 

These are the first two 
contracts to be approved 
by the United Nations 


Sanctions Committee 
from among the many Syr- 
ian offers, the official was 
quoted as saying by the 
official Iraqi News 
Agency. 

Syria, which has only 
recently begun to mend 
diplomatic ties with Iraq, 
failed to win any food 
deais in the first sl\ 
months of the oil-for-food 


deal. 

Not willing to be left out 
in the second six-month 
period that ends in Decem- 
ber. Syrian officials have 
kept in almost daily touch 
with Iraqi businessmen 
and government officials 
about contracts. 

Iraq severed diplomatic 
ties with Syria in 1980 
because iL believed Syria 


was tilting toward Iran at 
the start of the 1980-88 
Lran-Iraq war. The border 
crossing points between 
Iraq and Syria opened this 
year. 

Since then Syrian busi- 
nessmen have become a 
common sight in Baghdad, 
touring the markets to 
gauge the country's needs. 


HOROSCOPE FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, AUGUST 22, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A new revelation may 
give you an unforeseen advantage today in your career 
activities. Combat uncertainty by making far-ranging 
plans for the days with your loved ones and make your 
home more comfortable. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Push to complete a day- 
time project today which can make your loved ones more 
comfortable in your home. Open discussion of new’ ideas 
can be done with a fellow associate who has some sug- 
gestions. Try to seal an early commitment 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2J) Labour on your creative 
plans as much as possible today, make specific commit- 
ments towards a superior who can be helpful. Improve 
intimacy with your mate later this evening by going to 
special r omanti c location. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Labour on 
improving the comforts of home, and show more commit- 
ment to family and they will return your showing of appre- 
ciation. Have tea with friends later this evening and make 
them feel comfortable. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Indulge in items which will 
make your life run more smoothly in the day ahead and 
your loved ones will appreciate the effort. Someone would 
appreciate a phone call, so by all means proceed. Entertain 
friends later this evening. 

VIRGO: I August 22 to September 22) Check your finan- 
cial affairs today and make sure everything runs smoothly, 
thereby you can get noticed by a superior. This is the best 
time to close a business, so get everyone involved and 
finalise everything. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Adjust your bud- 


Peanuts 


get to new expectations today and make sure that you have 
the funds to make it a reality. T hink about ways to increase 
your income, thereby you will have extra funds. Morning 
is your most productive time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Plan out an 
orderly sequence of activity, and discuss it with helpful 
friends who will make suggestions. Take your mate's feel- 
ings into account, thereby you can make him or her fee] 
that you a re truly appreciative. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Be as 
cheerful as possible despite thwarted happiness today and 
put up a valiant front towards fellow associates. Reiterate 
your personal goals to yourself and act confidently to meet 
then in a timely manner. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Today is the 
time to show off your expertise to higher-ups, this will be 
beneficial in the days ahead. Indulge yourself with close 
friends in the evening, however watch out for the cost so 
that you won't be short of funds. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Step up your 
involvement in a new subject and you should not be afraid 
to ask those who can help for advice. Best progress can be 
made later this evening towards g ainin g the success you 
seek from a bigwig. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Carry out an aging 
promise while the inspiration is still there so that you can 
retain your reputation from your actions. Creative energy 
will also help you and your mare in a new interest, so dis- 
cuss the situation. 

Birthstone of August: Peridot — Golden Quartz 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Remove 
editorially 
5 Ruler 

9 Book of maps 

14 Draft animals 

15 Other 

16 Lite the sea 

17 Manner 

18 Lunchtime 

19 Goose calls 

20 Ratiocination 
kin 

23 Drink leisurely 

24 Renoir’s output 

25 Tangles 

29 Conflicts 

31 Perform 

34 Pulverized 
chocolate 

35 Breathe 
laborior ’ * 

36 Noted Qwojgner, 
once 

37 Tate — (do the 
usual) 

40 Cat and canary 

41 Spouse 

'42 ‘Waiting for 

Left/ 

playwright 

43 Pub order 

44 Locale 

45 Toaster’s word 

46 Devour 

47 Sword's 
superior 

48 Broadway 
production 

56 Stradivari's 
teacher 

57 Roasting stick 

58 Heated 
chamber 

60 Foamy quaff 

61 Mineral deposit 

62 Bowling alley 
area 

63 Strand 

64 Remarkable 
thmg 

65 Moved with 

great speed 

DOWN 

1 Monk’s title 

2 This way out 

3 Suggestive 
glance 


1 2 3 4 
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51 

52 
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64 
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by Frank R Jackson 

4 Italian province 

5 Agassi’s game 

6 Sailboat type 

7 Beginning with 

8 Landlord’s 
income 

9 Detests 

10 Game fish 

11 Food fish 

12 Symbolic cross 
of Egypt 

13 Method: abbr. 

21 Moslem religion 

22 Musical Marx 

25 — Flow 

26 — Peace Prize 

27 Sharp 

28 Scaly tree bark 

29 Use carelessly 

30 Wimbledon c 
great 

31 Assistants 

32 Raccoon 3! 

relative 4 

33 Lovers’ meeting 41 

35 Pesky little 4f 

buzzer 4' 

36 Capricious 4t 

action 41 

38 Friendship 51 
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39 Ms. Doone 

44 Literary genre 

45 Some utensils 

46 Go in 

47 Self-esteem 
46 Buddies 

49 Oriental nurse 

50 OtheUo's enemy 


51 Formerly 
Christiania 

52 Atop 

53 Tiger's game 

54 Washington 
office 

55 Hawaiian goose 
59 Unused 
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forecast 
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B y Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 
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become successful 
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bigwig. Peddle your ideas 
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dates. Others show thel: y 
appreciation in an unna^ 

June 21) Take theorems 
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cial events, and others $0^' 1 
will gladly cooperate. ■ frodU 

Your talents are in 11 
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I implementing your well- 
conceived plan of action 
for success on a new pro- 
ject 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Take this 
morning to labour on 
beautifying yourself and 
your surroundings which 
will make anyone you 
meet more receptive. 'Ini- 
tiate a long-neglected 
repair, however,' 1 ‘plab 
costs carefully to avoid 
spending additional 
funds. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Garifying 
your goals will make you 
feel more secure today 
and with your career 
activities. Contact a friend 
who may desperately 
need affection and reas- 
surance that he or she is 
doing the duties which 
have been given. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) A spe- 
cial effort to be enthusias- 
tic will be contagious, so 
he prepared to become 
infected in the days ahead, 
rhere is much potential 
for friendly contact and 
improved relationships 
with fellow associates on 
:areer activities. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
\ special talent can help 
/oil today realise a wish 
n an unusual way, so be 
prepared for just any- 
hing. Focus on socialis- 
ng with your dose 
trends and make them 
eel more comfortable as 
tour guest Take cane dri- 
ving. 

:APRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
rhere's strong emphasis 
m civil service, so make 
very effort to see that 
over all the bases and 
here won't be any mis- 
akes. Opportunity exist 
o impress higher-ups by 
ss uming extra responsi- 
bilities provided by a 
ligher-up. 

lQUARIUS: (January 

1 to February 19) Yew 
hould not take risks 
xLay, however, put some 
ust in an extroverted 
lose friend. Focus on 
new people and places, 
possible trip. Strong plan- 
ning and self-assurance 
I will be needed to get your 
! tasks completed. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Your loved 
ones may need assurance 
that you are devoted, so 
show that you do appreci- 
ate him or her in your life. 
Prioritise your practical 
needs and -plan effective 
ways to go after them in 
the days ahead. 

Birthstone of August: 
Peridot — Golden 
Quartz 
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Jordan Steel, Housing Bank boost net profits during first half of ‘97 


By Samir Gbawi 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN ; — The Jordan Steel Company achieved a major 
success as its sales jumped from JD0.67 million at thejmd 
of June 1996 to JD6.17 million at the end of June 1997. 

As a result of such u high growth the company posted a 
I DO. 85 million gross profit. 

After subtracting the depreciation and various other gen- 
eral and admi nis t rativ e expenses, the company’s net prof- 
it at the end of the first half of this year stood at JD0.81 
million. At the end of the first half of last year the net 
profit did opt exceed few thousand dinars. 

Other impressive figures appeared on the balance sheet 
as of June 30, 1997 with total current assets totalling 
JD7.26 million compared u> JD3.13 million recorded on 
June 30, 1996. 

Inventory was the main component of the 1997 current 
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Broker, lists reasons for 
weak prices, trading at AFM 

** INVESTORS AND brokers offered conflicting 
views regarding the reasons far the continued weak 
prices and low trading at the Amman Financial Market 
(AFM), tot most dF those interviewed agreed on the 
absence of legislative framework, the strict, monetary 
policy of the Centra! Bank and the worries of foreign 
investors over government plans were the main caus- 
es. The investdhi ruled out any hope of achieving gains 
in the near term due to unclear future outlook and cash 
straits especially after the huge losses incurred by 
many investors who Graded at the market. 

Some brokers pointed to the immtaJ political situa- 
tion with regard to the parliamentary elections and the 
troubled peace process with regard to the mistrust in 
the Israel! intentions towards peace as additional fac- 
tors that damaged the performance of the stock 
exchange. Stressing these two elements was 
Mohammed Babjai Bilbeisi, chairman and general 
manager of the National Portfolio Securities Compa- 
ny. 

Mr. Bilbeisi attributed the retreat in the activity at 
the stock exchange to the political situation in the 
region, the frustration among the investors for not 
being able to reap the fruits of peace, the lack of 
progress on the Syrian and Palestinian tracks and the 
unclear political outlook in the whole region. He 
added the strict monetary policy of the Central Bank 
over the past four years to stabilise the dinar and boost 
hard currency reserves as another factor. 

Other-factors cited by Mr. Bilbeisi were: . 

1) A retreat in marketing Jordanian products to the 
Iraqi market 

2) Continued weak export activity in exporting to 
traditional Gulf markets. 

3) Inability of Jordanian industries to open new mar- 
kets to compensate for the aforementioned traditional 
ones. 

4) Israeli barriers that restrict the flow of goods to 
the Palestinian territories. 

Noting that ail the mentioned factors have curbed the 
profitability of Jordanian companies, Mr. Bilbeisi con- 
tinued to list the delay in issuing the amendments to 
most economic legislations, regarding income tax, 
Companies’ Law, Securities Law and investment pro- 
motion, as yet another reason. 

Also noting that the Royal endorsement of the deci- 
sion regarding the Securities Commission and the 
names of the proposed board members has not yet 
been issued and that a government decision on the for- 
eign ownership of shares has not yet been taken, the 
general manager underlined the importance of those 
two key steps to activate the stock exchange (A1 Ra’i). 


assets in addition to JD! .23 million in cash on hand and at 
banks. ' 

Net fixed assets were valued at JD17.55 million and 
another JD1 million of long-term investments in share of 
companies was included in this category. 

Current liabilities rose from JD4.05 million to JD8.33 
million as a result of bank credits increasing to JD6.7 mil- 
lion (JD2.35 million in 1996). Other current assets includ- 
ed short-term loans and payables for a total of JD! .06 mil- 
lion. 

Long-term liabilities were halved to JD0.78 million, an 
amount that represents the long-term portion of a loan. 

Noting that the company’s registered and paid-up capi- 
tal is JD15 million, the total shareholders’ equity amount- 
ed to JD16.8S million. 

The Housing Bank 

The bank succeeded in doubling its net profit from 
JD5.0S million during the first half of 1996 to JD10.46 
million at the end of June 1997. 

Most of the income flowed from interest earned which 
grew from JD39.86 million to JD42.56. In addition, the 
bank earned JD t L67 miition from "other income” during 
the first half of this year compared to JD3.51 million 
earned from this category in 1996. 

The balance sheet as of June 30. 1998 showed total 


assets at JDI.246 million of which JD664 million were 
credit facilities. JD216 million deposits at the Central 
Bank, JD188 million cash and deposits at other banks and 
JD5S million of investments in financial securities. 

Clients' deposits reached JD955 million out of JDI.l 10 
million of total liabilities. Shareholders' equity stood at 
JDI25 million at the end of last June. 

The Jordan Sulpho Chemicals Company 

The company came out of the losses cycle after it 
achieved a JD 1 20,646 net profit during the first half of 
this year compared to a JD7 17,456 loss posted during the 
first half of 1 996. 

This profit was realised from a growth in volume of 
sales from JD2. 1 million at the end of June 1996 to JD3.3 
million at the end of June 1997. The increase enabled the 
company to register an operational profit amounting to 
JDG.64 million (JD1 14,100 in 1996). 

At the end of June 1997, current assets totalled JD4.03 
million (JD4.42 million) but rhe largest items were in 
inventories which amounted to JD2.43 million and receiv- 
ables which totalled JDI.l 6 million. 

After deducting JD3.74 million of accumulated depreci- 
ation, the net fixed assets stood at JD4.42 million. By 
adding other various items, the total assets closed the first 
half of this year at JD9.00 million IJD9.52 million in 
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1996). 

The mid-year financial result* indicated that the compa- 
ny has reduced its short- and long-term debts to the Jordan 
National Bank and the industrial Development Bank 
from JD4.5 million in I99h to JD3. 1 million in 1997. 

After accounting for JD1.5S million of accumulated 
tosses, the net shareholders’ equity dropped to JD3.99 
million (JD4.12 million in 1996). 

The company which was established in 19 S3 ro produce 
raw materials for the production of detergent, soap, sham- 
poo and cosmetics hxs a JD6 million registered capital of 
which JD4.50 million is paid-up. 

The Jordan Press and Publishing Company 

Gross profit generated bv the company rose from 
JD630.127 during the first half of 1996 to JDS56.668 dur- 
ing the first half of this year. 

After deducting administrative and general expenses the 
company, which publishes the Arabic daily Al Dus tour, 
recorded a JDS65.634 net profit compared to JD260.425 
in 1996. 

Lower inventory were behind the drop of current assets 
from JD4.0I million to JD3.45 million. Howe\er. the cur- 
rent assets included JD1 million in cash on hand and at 
banks. 

By adding the net fixed assets valued at JD2.85 million, 
total assets amounted to JD6.29 million. 

The company closed its bank overdraft facility during 
the first half of this year and, as such, the indebtedness to 
the banks dropped from JDI.5 million to JD0.9. an 
amount representing a short-term loan. 

This loan and other JD0.8 million of payables formed 
the total liabilities leaving JD4.56 million as the net 
shareholders’ equity. 

i 

Toyota returns 
as top corporate 
earner in Japan 


Sf r-v* id 
RV • /jej 


TOKYO tAFP) — Toyota 
Motor Corp. returned as 
Japan's top corporate earn- 
er in the year to last March 
due to brisk exports and 
rushed demand ahead of a 
consumption tax rise, a pri- 
vate credit research agency 
said Wednesday. 

The leading auto maker, 
which ranked third previ- 
ous year, knocked Nippon 
Telegraph and Telephone 
Corp. (NTT) from the top 
spot by earning taxable 
income of 745.4 billion yen 
($6.3 billion), up 103.5 per 
cent from the year before, 
Teikoku Databank said. 

Toyota regained the title it 
lost three year's ago 
because of strong demand 
ahead of the April 1 con- 
sumption tax increase from 
three per cent to five per 
cent, brisk exports on the 
yen’s decline and active 
sales of sport-utility vehi- 
cles in the domestic market, 
the agency said. 

The Bank of Japan, the 
nation's central bank and 
listed on the over-the- 
counter market, remained 
in second place with tax- 
able income of 586.6 bil- 
lion yen, while telecommu- 
nications giant NTT 
slipped to third with 41 1 .3 
billion yen. 

Teikoku Databank said 
export-oriented manufac- 
turers, including car mak- 
ers. made a significant 


recovery in earnings due 
largely to the yen’s weak- 
ness against the dollar. 

Honda Motor Co. surged 
to fourth place from the 
previous year’s 72nd. muk-. 
ing the top. 10 for the first 
time since' the rankings 
began in the year to March 
1975, the agency said. 

Mitsubishi Heavy Indus- 
tries Ltd., core of the Mit- 
subishi Group, climbed 
from eighth to fifth with 
record sales and profits, 
while Matsushita Electric 
Industrial Co., one of the 
world's leading consumer 
electronics makers, soared 
to sixth from 47lh — it suf- 
fered the previous year 
from its losses on Holly- 
wood studio MCA. 

Four other companies in 
the top 10 were Nippon 
Life Insurance Co., Nec 
Corp.. Kansai Electric 
Power Co. Ltd and Daiichi 
Life Insurance Co. 

None of commercial 
banks made the top 50, a 
first since Teikoku Data 
started compiling data in 
1975. 

Teikoku Databank attrib- 
uted the banking sector's 
poor showing to the write- 
offs of large amounts of 
bad loans carried over from 
the years of the speculative 
“bubble economy” of the 
late 1980s and for which 
they received tax credits. 
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After J got engaged, my mother made 
sure I was prepared for married life. 
She got me a teddy bear that snores. 


Onecremtsts these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to torm 
tour ordinary words. 

[ CRATT I 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hwiri Arnold and Wka ArsMon 

t More potatoes. Henry? 

He doesn't r& 


OINES 


LOGYO.M 


TRUFOH 


a eoot> THING 

TO use ON 
a pier 


Now apange the circled tetters lo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: 



Saturday's j 


(Answers tomorrow] 

jumbles; DUNCE STOKE POROUS ABUSED 
Answer: . What the timid hunters CM - 
FUSSED THE BUCK 



eaiers.Unique designs in 1 8k Gold . 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 


Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 
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Quality Serviced Suites 

• One St two Bedrooms * Folly 
.Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily St 
Long Say * Reasonable Rates 


STUDIO HfliG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm* 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grlndlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Swerfieh Tel: 823891 


< 

crown nora. 

* OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING P00L®7* 

* TENNIS & W^W 

SQUASH f 

COURTS / M 

- SAUNA, / 

JACUZZI & [ 

> MASSAGE j 

’ FITNESS If W 

ROOM W\ 

Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RO 
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|! SECURITY 
1 HOSPITALITY 
U G ASTRQ NO MY 

M NewXow Season 
H Rates- Fax 863051 
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REAL El 7 AT E 


For details please call 

mm 


HOTEL 


863944 

Swtjflydh.. 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdali 
to Airport and Back 


jg CteHteU 


Si i 

mMv. 




f 667171 ext 223 i 


For Further Details co‘i 
Airport Branch 08-51 53 » 
Abdali Branch 653313 


The place to be if its on CD 


* We buv . * 
* 

LARGEST SELECTION 

sell &: trade 

CDS 

IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

New 

CD-ROM, GAMES , 

arrivals Daily 

♦ • 

SOFTWARE & MUSIC 

Shmeisani, next to shmeisani post office 

■ Tel. 700624- Fax 604133 
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Extremists threaten killings if 


Stockholm gets 2004 Olympics 


LONDON (AP) — An extremist Swedish group 
claimed responsibility Monday for nine arson and 
bombing attacks and threatened to unleash a 
killing spree at the 2(XH Olympics if the games 

are awarded to Stockholm. 

•‘if Stockholm sets it we will make die 1972 
Olympic tragedy in Munich look like a kinder- 
garten lift'.'" said a letter sent to the Associated 
Press in London and signed V.S-B.S-, the initials 
in Swedish of a group whose name translates as 
“We Who Built Sweden.’* 

Eleven Israeli athletes and coaches died after 
Palestinian gunmen broke into the Olympic vil- 
lage in Munich, seeking the release of 200 prison- 
ers jailed in Israel. Five Palestinians and a police- 
men were also killed in the siege. 

Last week, die same Swedish group claimed it 
planted the Aug. 8 bomb that wrecked a portion of 
Stockholm's old Olympic stadium, where the 
games were held in 1912. Swedish police said that 
note probably was not written by those responsi- 
ble for the blast. 

In the letter received Monday, the group said the 
Olympic stadium bomb and eight other attacks 
“arc our way of protesting against the stupidity of 
wanting to have the 2004 Olympic games in 
Stockholm.*’ 


Bjorn Pihlblad. a spokesman for the Stockholm 
police, said he was not aware of the Monday letter 
and could not make further immediate comment. 

Stockholm is one of five candidates for the 2004 

Olympics. The others are Rome, Athens. Buenos 

Aires and Cape Town. The International Olympic 
Committee will select the winner on SepL 5. 

Stockholm's bid was already handicapped by a 
lack of wide public support in Sweden. The recent 
attacks and threats are seen as further damage to 
the bid. 

The typed letter received Monday, which had a 
Swedish stamp and postmark, contained inflam- 
matory racist language and threats against black 
and other European athletes. 

“If necessary we are prepared to kill people,’* it 
said. “Just to show the world how serious we are 
we might toss a handgranade (SIC) into the crowd 
at a football match.'' 

The group warned it would never allow large 
numbers of athletes to come to Sweden, at tax- 
payers’ expense, while Swedes who are willing to 
work hard are unable to find jobs, and the number 
of poor and homeless increase. 

“Thankfylly (SIC) we have jobs and good edu- 
cations but we ore doing this for our brothers and 
sisters who are not so fortunate (SIC) and whom 


no one seems to care about Especially not the 
politicians. Sweden can not (SIC) afford. to host 
the Olympics," it said. 

The group claimed it had guns, grenades, 
ammunition and the ability to make bombs. 

“Much of our equipment is stolen from army 
depots around the country,"’ it claimed. “We have 
also gotten weapons from the Baltic States and 
through the Russians in Stockholm and Helsinki 
and from members of diffirent (SIC) motorcycle 
gangs." 

The group said it did not fear the Swedish 
police, especially Stockho lm police whom it 
called *’ incompetent” at solving violent crimes. 

“It is very easy to kill people in Sweden and get 
away with it," the group said. 

Last year, the group made several bomb threats 
against malls in Swedish cities during the 
Christmas shopping season. 

The predawn blast at the Olympic stadium in 
Stockholm on Aug. 8 was the eighth attack linked 
to the city's Olympic bid since May. 

No one was hurt in the explosion, which sprayed 
gloss, roof tiles and debris from the press section 
of the 1912 arena — the world's oldest Olympic 
stadium still in regular use. 


Sampras, Hingis get top seedings at U.S. Open 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Staying away from the con- 
troversy of last year, the 
U.S. Open strictly followed 
the computer rankings when 
it announced the seedings 
Tuesday for this year's tour- 

■ m 

nument. 

Two-time defending 
champion Pete Sampras and 
16-year-old Martina Hingis 
were made the top seeds for 
[lie men’s and women’s sin- 
gles. 

In 1996. the U.S. Open 
.seeding committee caused 
an uproar when it seeded 
according to the surface, as 
the grand slam tournaments 
are allowed to do. instead of 
the players' computer rank- 
ings. 

Yevgeny Kafelnikov of 
Russia protested his seeding 
by boycotting the tourna- 
ment- 

Kafelnikov is seeded third 
this year — the same as his 
ATP Tour computer ranking 
— behind Sampras and 
Michael Chang. 

Goran Ivanisevic of 
Croatia is seeded fourth, 
followed by Thomas Muster 


of Austria and three 
Spaniards: Alex Corretja. 
Sergi Bruguera and Carlos 
Moya. French Open cham- 
pion Gustavo Kuerten of 
Brazil and Chile's Marcelo 
Rios round out the top IB. 

Sweden's Thomas Enqvist 
is seeded 1 1th. followed by 
Felix Mantilla of Spain, 
1989 U.S. Open winner 
Boris Becker, Australians 
Patrick Rafter and Mark 
Philippoussis, ■ and Petr 
Korda of the Czech 
Republic. 


The women's seedings 


also follow the r ankin gs. 
Hingis, two-time U.S. Open 
winner Monica Seles, Jana 
Novotna, Iva Majoli of 
Croatia and South Africa’s 
Amanda Coetzer make up 
theAop 5. 

Lindsay Davenport is 
seeded sixth, followed by 
Spain's Conchita Martinez, 
Germany's Alike Huber, 
France's Mary Pierce, 
Spain's Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario, Romania’s Irina 
Spirlea, Mary Joe 
Fernandez, Brenda Schultz- 
MeCarthy of the 



Martina Hingis 

Netherlands. Austria's 
Barbara Paulus, Romania's 


Ruxandra Dragomir and 
Kimberly Po of Rolling 


Hills, California. 

Hingis and Sampras are 
seeking their third Grand 
Slam tournament titles of 
1997. both having won the 
Australian Open in January 
and Wimbledon in July. 

Hingis, who will be 17 on 
SepL 30. becomes the 
youngest No. 1 at the U.S. 
championships since seed- 
ing was introduced in 1922. 

Tracy Austin was the pre- 
vious youngest No. 1 seed 
in 1980 at the age of 17 
years, 8 months. 

Sampras, a four-time U.S. 
Open champion, is the top 
seed at the year’s final 
Grand Slam tournament for 
the third time in his career. 
The 1990, ‘93, *95 and *96 
U.S. Open winner, Sampras 
was seeded No. 1 in 1994 
and 1996. 

The two-week tournament 
begins Monday at the 
National Tennis Center in 
Flushing Meadows. New 
York. ‘ 




Irish swimmer Michelle De Bruin holds the Irish flag celebrating her win of the 
womens 400 metre medley during the European Swimming Championships. De 
Brain, who won three gold medals at the Atlanta Olympics, won the gold medal 
(Reuters photo) 




Masinga ready for 


two world cups 


BARI, Italy (AFP) — 
Former Leeds striker 
Phil Masinga. who 
scored a historic winner 
against Congo last week- 
end, reckons he has not 
one but two world cups 
to play for this season. 

Masinga, now with 
newly-promoted Serie A 
club Bari, is still savour- 
ing his match winner 
which put South Africa 
into the World Cup finals 
for the time in their his- 


was crying and shouting 
for joy. The partying 
went on for two days. 

‘To see white and 
black people celebrating 


together was one of 


toiy. 

“Certain feelings you 
jnst can’t describe,” he 
said. “Obviously, 
it was the most impor- 
tant goal in my life, but 
it’s difficult to describe 
what happened at that 
moment. 

“The roar of 95,000 
people in Johannesburg 
made the earth tremble. 
And when the final 
whistle went, everyone 


those magical things that 
makes sport such an 
extraordinary tiling." 

As for the inevitable 
comparison with South 
Africa’s rugby • World 
Cup victory in 1995, he 
said: *That was the first 
time sport had struck a 
blow against apartheid. 
Now we’ve struck the 
last one. 

“At the World Cup 
finals in France, there 
will be a united South 
African team, and people 
there had better watch 
out.” 

His Italian club team- 
mates, who bad watched 
as Masinga scored five 
goals in a friendly last 
month, have been linin g 


up to congratulate the 
striker on his return. 

T’ve been shaking 
hands continuously for 
the past three days now,” 
he said, before adding 
bashfully: “I've never 
felt so important." 

Aside from next year's 
World Cup, Masinga 
also has a chance to 
prove himself in foot- 
ball's toughest league 
championship and to 
keep Bari from returning 
to the Serie B. 

“This is going to be the 
most important season of 
my career”..,. 

said the 28-yepr-old. 
“It's like having to play 
two World Cups." 

Bari's season opens on 
August 31 with a tough 
match against Parma, 
last season's runners-up 
behind Juventus. 


Drug squad chases a high-tech ‘moving target ’ 


Doping in sport has become a sophisticated business as the 
race fur cash and glory has combined with scientific 
advances in synthetic drugs. For the authorities, it means a 
never-ending battle to try to keep up. 


More than a sporting chance 


By Daniel Chan 


LONDON — The fight to keep sport clean of doping is an 
uphill battle as advances in biotechnology produce an 
increasing variety of synthetic drugs, say experts in the 
field. 

Help from the pharmaceutical industry and improvements 
in international links between dope testers are needed to 
improve the sporting authorities' weaponry against the 
cheats, says Michele Verroken, a British official. 

“Doping is a moving target and we always have to vigi- 
lant.” says Verroken. head of the Doping Control Unit at the 
United Kingdom Sports Council (UKSC). 

"Clarity is required on testing methods for all banned sub- 
stances. but tile re are new synthetically-developed drugs all 
die time.” 

At this year’s Olympic Games, for instance, no tests were 
carried out for the biotech drugs HGH (human growth hor- 
mone) and EPO (erythropoietic) — both banned in com- 
petitive sport — because there is no agreed standard 
method of detecting abuse of these substances. 

Under medically-prescrib^ usage, HGH combats growth 
deficiency in young people, and EPO has therapeutic 
effects on kidney problems. But some athletes use HGH to 
strengthen muscles and bones, and EPO to increase the 
blood's oxygen-carrying capacity. 

Verroken, whose unit has administered the doping control 
programme in Britain since 1988, says research on HGH- 
testina is being conducted at London's St. Thomas* 
Hospital, and is funded by the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) and the European Union. 

“Definitive tests will be ready in time for the Sydney 
Olympic Games in 2000,’’ she says confidently. In the case 
of EPO, scientists in Norway, Sweden and Germany arc 
also “close to finding" definitive tests on its abuse. 

Currently, about 400 drugs are banned by the IOC. and 
the lists are getting longer. The main types are categorised 
us anabolic steroids, narcotic analgesics, stimulants, beta- 
blockers and diuretics. 


The use of certain drugs in sport is known as doping. 

The term refers to certain drugs and methods which might be used 


in an attempt to improve 
performance (thereby 
gaining an unfair 
advantage) 


to alter body 
shape 


to treat an injury 
or iiiness 


for social recreation 


First reports of dopi 
in modern sport 

The international 
Olympic Committee 
(IOC) passes a 
resolution against 
doping 



. 


Drugs tes 
instituted at both 
Winter and Summer 
Olympics 


o 



Drug tests 
Instituted at 
Commonwealth 
Games 

First steroid tes^ 
introduced at 
Olympic Games 


Production and black marketing of these substances are 
fuelled by the increasing amount of money being poured 
into sport, enticing many athletes to cheat in the pursuit of 
growing prize money and perks. 

“Pharmaceutical companies should take note of the abuse 
of their products and consider ways to reduce abuse and 
black market availability.” says Verroken. 

Regarding dope tests, she says: “Ideally, similar standards 
should apply so that sportsmen and women have confi- 
dence in testing, no matter where in the world it's conduct- 


ed. 


There are two dozen IOC-accredited doping control labo- 
ratories in the world. In Britain, tests are carried out at the 
Drug Control Centre at King's College, London, under the 
aegis of the UKSC. 

“On average, we analyse 4,500 urine samples a year — 
90 per cent of them on British sportsmen and women," says 
the centre's director. Professor David Cowan. 

“Of the total, about one to two per cent are found to be 
positive. Besides informing the UKSC's Doping Control 


Unit and the respective sports bodies, it is now mandatory 
for us to release the results to the IOC. 

“It’s then up to the respective sports bodies to take appro- 
priate action." 

In Britain, serious doping offenders are penalised with 
bans from sport from two to four years — a punishing peri- 
od considering an athlete's relatively short competitive 
career. 

Cowan says stringent procedures are followed to ensure 
that urine samples are stored in scientific conditions. 
Earlier this year, British runner Diane Modahl successfully 
appealed against a four-year ban on the grounds that her 
urine sample tested at an IOC-accredited laboratory in 
Portugal had been kept in conditions that promoted bacter- 
ial growth, affecting hormone content. 

Set up in 1978, London’s Drug Control Centre has the 
capacity to conduct 10,000 tests a year. By contract, it has 
to complete the analysis of each test within two weeks, but 
in practice, results are ready in eight to nine days. In the 
case of big tournaments, such as for the 1996 European 
nations soccer championships in Britain, the centre works 
flat out to release results within 24 hours. 

Deploying 200 sample collection officers, the UKSC’s 
anti-doping programme covers 52. sports. 

“We make random draws on which active competitors to 
sample, with some targeting of specific sports categories,” 
says Verroken, whose London-based unit has a budget of 
£1 million this year — most of it government — to test 
domestic and foreign competitors on British soil. Each test 
costs about £200. 

“During major tournaments, we test about 10 per cent of 
the elite competitors.” 

While urine tests are the norm, developments in blood 
testing may help to improve the detection of drugs. It is 
harder for cheats to “flush” substances out of (heir blood- 
stream. 

Verroken says: “Blood testing is being investigated, but it 
involves a whole new set of procedures, even if only a pin- 
prick is needed for each test Urine sampling is more expe- 
dient 

“While not all drug cheats are caught, random testing 
serves as a deterrent. Imagine the situation if there were no 
testing programme at all.” — GEMINI NEWS 
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CINEMA 


TEL:634144 



CINEMA 


TEL: 634 144 \, y ' CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA 
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Steven Spielberg ’s 


THE LOST WORLD 
(JURASSIC PARK) 


Starring: Jeff Goldblum 
& Julian Moore 
Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


A 


/ 


r 


TEL-699238 ’S CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


Jim Carrey ... in 


LIAR LIAR 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 . 




A 




PLAZA 


Noor Al Share ef & Yusra ...in 

Aish Al Ghurab 

( Mushroom) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 




A 




CONCORD 



' CONCORD *1* 

The M&vie ivant o£ the anaen is here 

Arnold Schwarzenegger ...in 

BATMAN & ROBIN 


<12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30) 

COHCORS *2” 


ACE VENTURA 1 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


A 


Nabil & Hi sham'd Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


The satirical play 


AMN Al Al YA HO 


performance starts at 8:30 pjn. 
The theatre is closed every Friday. 




,, For reservations call 625155 
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’ says coach African club champions create history 



MILAHtAFP) --Ronal- 
do won a pa* on ibe back: 
fnxn tcasasiaics after his 
first goal fnirliitrr Milan, 
but coach Gigi Simoni has 
told the rest of . Italian 
football to lay off the 20- 
year-old. 

Rooaldo. who had pre- 
viously only played 17 
mimaesagamst Manches- 
ter United and 70 in 
Balogas, went the full 
distance against fourth 
division Pisa oh Tuesday 
Didst '• 

The Brazilian, who 
stroked the ball home 
after just five minutes 
play, saidr^mhappy that 
I’ve scored my first goad 
in ah Inter shirt. 

*T ve broken the ice just 
at the, tight moment. 1 
thought Jeter played well 
and that we are 
progress with every 
that goes by. and lhats 
bow it should be. The 
championship will be 
starting soon. 

He went on: The fans 
are expecting a lot from 
me? 1 know that, I hope I 
won’t disappoint them." 

Simoni was meanwhile 
heaping praise on his new 
striker, saying: Tie did 
some great things out 
there tonight. He scored a 
goal and came dose to 
getting more. 

‘‘He’s able to gjye the 
squad more depth all on 
his own, which means 
that the rest of die side 
don’t get pulled out of 
position. He can be dan- 
gerous with a single touch 
of the balL 

“He's obviously got to 
work on his physical con- 
dition, he’s a bit behind 
and for that reason he's 
got to work more than the 
others” 



Ronaldo 

However, Simoni also 
launched an appeal fdr 
people to leave Ronaldo 

Over the past few days, 
Juventus’ honorary Presi- 
dent Giovanni Agnelli has 
expressed doubts over 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTHOflMRSHMF 

ATAWAHHIftSCH 


it * 


. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.I - Neither vulnerable, ob 
S ooth you hold: 

*7 9K 109954 OQ32 +Q32 
Ptartoer opens the bidding with two 
no tramp. What do you bid now? 

A - Yon want to pfayfimr hearts, 
no ooret no less. Use way to gel 
there is to hid it right away. If you 
pl^y transfer bids, transfer and 


Q.2 - As South, vulnerable, ym 
hold: 

*4 1085 QA100 04 4AJ074 

The bidding hss 


Q. 4 - Neither vulnerable, u 
South yon bold: 

*552 PQ OAK 97043 +A6 

Partner open* the bidding with one 
do trump. What do you respond? 

A - We are prepared to dispense 
with edsw and ask for aces via a 
Gerber jump to fourdubo. The 
problem is whether to bid a grand 
slum if partnw ahowe two ocas and 
only two kings when weeontiinie 
Gerber ask. On a good day. go 
iL 

Q.5 - As South, vuluerehle, you 


EAST SOUTH 
10 pure 1NT . 7 
What action do yon take? 1 

A - Smpooeyou were in aeoond 
Ml sod your vggZiwuuiu opponent 
hid opened onoSomont You 
would dooUe for takeout, not bo? In 
dfe that hr the position you are in 
hfifOg and that ia tha action we roe- 



Q-3 -As Sooth, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*Q2 OQ 7 2 OQ192 *Q 10*42 

WEST 

U Pmk INT Pare 

W P«m 7 

What do you kid now? 


A - Da not even ccboder three no 
trvura with sadi a famous din- 
mood stopper. The correct tid urn 
fahe preference to three spade* - 
Thatallflwa partner to describe the 
hand frxther, 

in 


*1097053 9932 OK 9 6 46 

bidding haa proceeded: 

JT NORTH EAST SOUTH 
10 Did 19 7 

What a ct i on do yon take? 

A - You have a possibly worthless 
Wng am) nothing mor e m tt. wsy 
of high cards, but you do hffve a six- 
cud wit and a singleton The prob- 
lem with passing is that partner,' 
with quite a good hand, might not 
act again with only three spades. 
Bid cme spade. 

Q.6 - Both ▼nlaerabJe, as South 
(jin hold: 

*AJ93 VKJ84 OSS +KQ8 

WBST 

19 Am T 
Whot do j«t» bid now? 


whether Inter will get u 
good deni out of Ronaldo, 
and Sampdoria’s Argen- 
tine coach Luis Menotti 
claimed Romano was bet- 
ter than Ronaldo and that 
Inter’s man cared more 
about his sponsors than 
football. 

Simoni said: “At this 
point, I’d like to make a 
request to all the people 
who are involved in foot- 
ball. 

, “We, don’t like all these 
opinions being aired 
about our players — I 
never say anything about 
teams that aren't mine. As 
far as Ronaldo's con- 
cerned, I don’t want peo- 
ple to get into the habit of 
making a comparison 
about him every day of 
the week. 

“WeTe not interested in 


Mcnotti’s opinion. And 
the day before that we had 
Agnelli's viewpoint. 

“1 am politely asking 
that this young lad be be 
given a bit of peace. He’s 
sensible and he’s well- 
mannered: and 1 don’t 
want him to learn to be 
anything else. just 
because of what has hap- 
pened to him here. 

“Please, just leave him 
in peace.” 

Ronaldo has two more 
friendlies in the spotlight 
(V A S Roma on Aug 22 
and V Adetico Madrid on 
Aug 25) before the season 
starts on Aug 31. 

The next big date which 
concerns him is Septem- 
ber 4, when FIFA decide 
the fkill amount of his 
world record transfer fee 
from Barcelona 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 


Fully furnished flat in superb-condition, 170 sq.m., 
2nd floor. Located at 7th Cfrde,- behind American School. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, guest room, living room, 
dining room, 3 bathrooms, 2 balconies, central heating, 
telephone and elevator. Annual rent 
Contact Telephone: 862332 


[A - If you _ 
agame force. 


Chat a jump raise it 
all means teap to 
foot, you must first 
bid one spade, mess jump to game 
in hearts at your Moadtum. 


a-Ifi 


French For Adults 


please call 


645 866 


FOUNDATION YEAR 

AT RAWDAT AL-MA’AREF 
SCHOOLS & COLLEGE 



JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
African club football history’ will be 
created on Friday when the first 
Champions League kicks off with 
matches in Algeria and Egypt. 

The transformation of the Champi- 
ons Cup, staged annually since the 
mid-1960s, includes prize money 
totalling $3 million and a mini- 
league format instead of the two-leg 
knockout system. 

Fittingly, one of the first clubs in 
action will be Zamalek, the Egyptian 
giants who won the Champions Cup 
a record fourth time last year by 
defeating Shooting Stars of Nigeria. 

Other quaiifers for the round-robin 
phase include former champions 


Orlando Pirates of South Africa, 
Club Africain of Tunisia and Raja 
Casablanca of Morocco. 

■Union Sportive Medina Alger of 
Algeria. Obuasi Goldfields of Ghana 
and surprise packets Primeiro Agosto 
of Angola and Fenroviario of 
Mozambique complete the line-up. 

Zamalek and Pirates have been 
seeded to clash in the traditional rwo- 
leg final and only Club Africain seem 
capable of seriously troubling the 
Cairo Giants in Group B. 

fixates, the sole Southern African 
winners of the trophy, face a much 
tougher task in Group A as Raja, 
Usma and Primeiro impressed in pre- 
vious rounds. 


The Egyptian and South African 
representatives begin with home fix- 
tures, then visit the other three clubs 
before completing tight schedules 
with two games before their support- 
ers. 

Each side received SI 50.000 for 
reaching the league stage and a fur- 
ther $450,000 is on offer over the 
next four months depending on the 
number of points won. 

Tbe finalists collect an additional 
$225,000 each following the sale of 
television and advertising rights for 
the 24 marches to a marketing firm 
and television station in France. 


Weah and Co. ready to go 


MILAN (AFP) — George Weah 
believes that AC Milan’s 3-1 victory* 
over Juventus has lifted confidence 
here as they prepare for a fresh assault 
on the Italian League tide. 

The Liberian star scored the final goal 
in Tuesday night's rout and now reck- 
ons that last season's poor results — 
their worst in 15 years — are a thing of 
the past. 

'‘We always expect things to go well, 
because we hope for the best,” he told 
.AFP. “But we’re always determined to 
win against Juventus — sometimes it 
works and sometimes it doesn't. 

“This time, they dominated one half 
and we dominated one half, and we 
were successful, ft was a good win.” 

Weah, FIFA’s world player of the year 
in 1996, also played down the tension 
surrounding Tuesday's high-profile 
friendly. 


“I’m always confident,” he said. “It’s 
a football game and someone has to 
win. It’s nothing to be afraid of. we’re 
not going to fight a war. I think every- 
body enjoyed the game and that counts 
for a Iol 

“It was very important because it was 
our first big match of the season, even 
though it wasn’t a championship game 

— it was a cup. 

- And now it’s our cup. and it's good 
for the players’ state of mind. 

“Victory is good, and maybe now 
we’re going to regain confidence when 
it comes to attacking our championship 
matches. It's all about confidence. 

“Now we're going to work hard and 
get ready to go through the champi- 
onship. We started off on the right foot 
and we want to stay on the right foot.” 


Torino sign Dorigo 


TURIN, Italy (AFP) — 
Graeme Souness’ Torino 
signed former Leeds and 
England defender Tony 
Dorigo on Wednesday, as 
part of their bid to return to 
the top flight of Italian 
football. 

The deal — a one-year 
contract with an optional 
second year — had been 
agreed with the Serie B 
club earlier in the week, 
subject to a medical which 
the 31-year-old has now 
passed. 


An attacking left-back, 
Dorigo’s recent career has 
been dogged by injury 
problems and his contract 
at Leeds had not been 
renewed. 

“I’ve come to Italy to 
play in the Serie A and I’m 
sure that with Souness in 
charge, I’m going to man- 
age it with Torino,” he said. 

“I had other offers but 
Torino are too famous a 
team to turn down,” he 
added. “My father has spo- 
ken to me about them a 
Iol” 


Don go's parents are Ital- 
ian. though be was bom in 
Melbourne after they had 
emigrated to Australia. 

Torino’s Secretary Gen- 
eral Federico Bonetto told 
AFP: “We needed a player 
for that position and 
Souness wanted Dorigo. 1 
think the club have made 
an excellent choice.” 


Former Davis 

Cup player 
named Italy’s 
non-playing 
captain 

ROME . (AP) — Paolo 
Bertolucci on Monday was 
named to replace his former 
doubles teammate Adriano 
Punatta as non-playing cap- 
tain of the Italian Davis Cup 
team. 

Bertolucci, 46, cakes on 
the post amid feuds among 
Italian Tennis Federation 
officials and only weeks 
before the Davis Cup semi- 
final against Sweden, 
scheduled in Norrkoping 
Sept. 19-21. 

The other semifinal in 
Washington. D.C.. pits the 
United States against Aus- 
tralia. 

Bertolucci teamed with 
Pan ana on the Italian Davis 
Cup team which defeated 
Chile in the 1976 finals. 

“The match with Sweden 
is very difficult, almost 
impossible for us. But we 
have nothing to lose and 
will fight hard.” Bertolucci 
said. 

Panarta. the long-time 
Italian Davis Cup captain, 
resigned July 25 following a 
dispute with the federation. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 


2 bedrooms, excellent furniture, 1st 
floor, central heating, own garage, 
garden, telephone. Smeisani area, 
close to Dar Hotel. 


For more information, 
please call Tel. 669869 


GROUND FLOOR FOR RENT 


3 bedrooms (one master), reception & dining, TV 
room, maid’s room, large beautiful kitchen, balcony. 
Fully furnished. Ail new & luxurious. Location: 5th 
Circle, near Egypt Embassy. Rent reasonable & 
negotiable. 

If interested, please call 828391 or 079/40817 




S ' International Community School 

Khilda. Amman 


We are the only school in Amman offering the full 
English curriculum, with minor adaptations which 
reflect our international context, for children aged 
between three and eleven years. 

The language of instruction is English and all of our full- 
time staff are U.K.-qualifled. There is extra provision 
for the support of non-English -speaking children. Several 
subjects are specialist taught 

Our school provides a pleasant stimulating environment 
with priority given to monitoring and enhancing the 
progress of individual pupils. 

The new term begins on 7th September, but applications 
for admission should be made during July & August on 
Mondays at the school, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, or in 
writing to P.O. Box 2002, Amman 11181. 

For further details: Tel. 5521070-Fax: 5527109 


FOR RENT 

(ATT: CD, REG. OFF.) 

Furnished or unfurnished ground floor of a villa, 200 
sq.m. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
spacious salon, telephone, garage, perm, water 
supply. Location: between Mecca and Madina Str. 
Tel. 644993, 5517877, 079/45567 (Dr.Katbeh) 
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Restaurant 

Is Proud To Offer Its Homemade Deluxe Brunch Buffet on 
. Fridays & Public Holidays, in our Fruit Garden where you 
L . . . can enjoy a bfg variety of International Food 

selection. 

From 11:00 AM -3:00 PM : 

Our Buffet Offers: - 

Fresh Juices, Cereals & Fruit Yoghurt, Cold Mezzo, 
Fresh Salad Bar, All Types of Eggs, Omelets & Pan - 
cakes. Hot Mezza, Falafel & Mas haw i and Fresh Fruits 
... A11 for J.D. 8.500 Adults 

- J. D. 4-500 Children (under 10 years old) 

Inclusive of Tax & Service Charge . . 

Join us in our Garden or on the Terrace or in our Exquisite Air 
Conditioned Pining Room. 

m 

1 ■ *- 

We Welcome You Daily From 4:00 PM. . . : :/ 

Fridays & Public Holidays From 1 1:00 AM. - 

We also specialize in ZA.RB ( Lamb & Chicken ) for Dinner . 

By Prior Arrangement ... . t .-: : 


For Reservation: 738850 - 738985 


Rover’s Return 



Serveing the most famous Fish & Chips 

for lunch 

■ 

HAPPY HOUR FROM 7:00 TO 9:00 PM 

At the rear of Comfort Hotel Suites, Sweifiyeh 
Tel: 8561 84 e-maill: comfort@go.com. jo 
World Wide Web: www.comforts.com 
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Israeli northern towns strike 
over lack of aid after attacks 


KJRYAT SHMONA f AFP') 
— A general strike paral- 
ysed municipal services 
across north Israel 
Wednesday in protest at the 

government's failure to pro- 
vide promised aid to the 
conflict-burdened region, 
officials said. 

The 24-hour strike.came a 
day after Lebanese Islamists 
showered Katyusha rockets 
onto the northern area, deal- 
ing a blow to the region's 
key tourism industry and 
highlighting the precarious- 
ness of the local economic 
situation. 

Officials said all munici- 
pal services, ranging from 
garbage collection to town 
hall offices, were suspended 
along the northern border, 
while community and youth 
centres were closed. 

The regional council said 


they were protesting the 
government's failure to pro- 
vide some $300 million in 
development aid promised 
to the north after it sus- 
tained widespread econom- 
ic losses during an April 
1996 border war with 
Lebanese guerrillas. 

Local officials said the 

real damage from ongoing 
tensions along the border 
was not from the rocket 
attacks themselves but from 
the impact oil the Galilee 
tourism industry, notably at 
the current peak summer 
season. 

“This is a blow to us at the 
peak of the tourist season." 
said Dubi Ben-Ari, director 
of a Guest House in the Kfar 
Blum Kibbutz outside 
Kiiyat Shmona. 

Israeli press reports. said 
one of the reasons the gov- 


ernment decided against a 
major military retaliation 
for Wednesday’s rocket 
attack was fear that it would 
prompt a military escalation 

that would crush the north's 
tourism. 

Following Wednesday's 
attack. Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
other senior cabinet officials 
visited Kiryat Shmona — 
which traditionally takes the 
brunt of the rockets — and 
reiterated their promises of 
aid. 

But the assistance has 
been slowed down by gov- 
ernment attempts to slash 
die state budget and offi- 
cials reacted sceptically to 
Mr. Netanyahu's pledges. 

Hizbollah, which spear- 
heads resistance to the 
Israeli army's occupation of 
a buffer zone inside south- 


ern Lebanon, rocketed the 
north Tuesday in revenge 
for an artillery attack the 
previous day by a pro- 
Israeli Lebanese militia on 
the port city of Sidon. where 
six civilians were killed and 
nearly 40 wounded. 

It was the biggest attack 
on the north since Israel 
waged Operation Grapes of 
Wrath — a 1 7-day offensive 
against Hizbollah in April 
1996. 

During the operation, hun- 
dreds of Katyushas fell on 
northern towns, causing 
widespread damage but 
killing no one. More than 
170 Lebanese were killed 
by Israeli artillery and air 
raids, including some 100 
people taking refuge in a 
U.N. camp. (See story on 
page I) 


Egyptian troops, scientists I Suspected 


mobilise for Ramses IPs 
awaited homecoming 


CAIRO (AFP) — Soldiers, 
police officers and archae- 
ologists are mobilised to 
transport the colossal statue 
of Pharaoh Ramses D from 
one of Cairo's busiest 
squares to its natural home 
south of the Egyptian capi- 
tal. 

“The repatriation is a way 
of apologising to this 
important king, whose stat- 
ue has suffered tremendous- 
ly since it was placed" in 
Ramses square, a heavily 
polluted section of Cairo, 
said antiquities chief Ali 
Hassan. 

The statue of Ramses II 

— one of Egypt’s most 

important Pharaohs and 

greatest builders — was 

removed from its natural 

home in Mit Rahina in the 

ancient city of Memphis in 

1955 by then President 

Jamal Abdul Nasser. 

■ 

In those days it could be 
seen from two kilometres 
away, but now it is hidden 
by the bridges which span 
the busy Cairo streets and 
the highrise buildings which 
have mushroomed in the 
Egyptian capital. 

“Vibrations from Cairo's 
metro, pollution and car 
traffic are threatening it." 
said Mr. Hassan, the secre- 
tary general of Egypt's 
Supreme Council of 
Antiquities (SCA). 

For years the Egyptian 
authorities have discussed 


repatriating the 70-tonne 
9.7-meter rose granite stat- 
ue to Mit Rahina, where it 
was found in 19SS. 

The SCA finally gave the 
go ahead in July and ever 
since preparations have 
been underway for the big 
day in late October when 
the giant statue will be 
placed across a tank-carrier 
and driven home. 

The decision was taken 
after careful deliberation 
involving German and 
Egyptian archaeologists 
who examined every inch of 
the monument to decide 
whether it could make the 
30-kilometre trip. 

An iron corset will be fit- 
ted on the statue to ensure 
its safe passage. 

The trip will be monitored 
by an army helicopter 
which will fly overhead as 
the tank-carrier flanked by a 
convoy of vehicles makes 
its way across a highway 
linking northern Cairo to its 
south. 

The convoy of police and 
archaeological experts is 
expected to drive across two 
bridges, but army engineers 
must first reinforce one of 
the bridges. 

Egyptian Culture Minister 
Faro uk Hosni and his 
Tourism Minister Mamduh 
Beltaji will head the wel- 
coming committee in Mit 
Rahina, along with major 
archaeologists and public 


figures. 

Back in Mit R ahin a 
experts will immediately 
put Ramses II back on his 
feet across from the temple 
of bis successor, Ptah. 
against a backdrop of palm 
trees and the ruins of 
ancient Memphis. 

The majestic statue will 
stand a few feet away from 
another colossal limestone 
figure of Ramses n which 
Lies on its back in a small, 
specially built museum in. 
the garden city of Memphis. 

“Every year we have to 
solve a problem concerning 
Ramses II," said Mr. 
Hassan. 

In the 1960s the temple of 
Abu Simbel. one of Ramses 
D's master works, had to be 
dismantled and moved 
because it was threatened 
by the rising waters of Lake 
Nasser. 

In the 1970s the disinte- 
grating mummy of the new 
empire Pharaoh who ruled 
from 1304-1237 BC was 
rushed to Paris for treat- 
ment. 

A few years later, a heated 
debate erupted over whether 
Egypt should have agreed to 
send on show to the U.S. a 
statue of Ramses II lying on 
its back. 

But the show went on in 
Memphis. Tennessee, home 
of the king of rock *n’-rolI. 
Elvis. 


Algerian 

militants 

kill 13 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Thirteen people had their 
throats slit over the past few 
days in a new series of 
attacks against civilians by 
suspected Islamists, 

Algerian papers reported 
Wednesday. 

Four people were slaugh- 
tered overnight Tuesday 
and a young girl was 
abducted when armed 
attackers invaded a farm 
inhabited by some 15 fami- 
lies outside Hadjout, 70 
kilometres west of Algiers, 
the daily AI Watan report- 
ed. 

The victims, members of 
a same family, were an old 
woman, a 23-year-old man 
and two children aged 10 
and 11. The childrens' 
father was injured but their 
mother managed to hide 
with her baby. 

Two other people were 
injured and several houses 
partly destroyed by explo- 
sives, AI Watan said. 

On Thursday seven peo- 
ple bad their throats cut in 
Bouferdjoun, in the M'sila 
district 300 kilometres 
southeast of Algiers, the 
daily Le Matin reported. 

Armed attackers also 
killed two drivers, who 
were working for the 
National Fuel-Distribution 
Company, in Hacine, 400 
kilometres south-west of 
Algiers. 



MIJD BATH IN TURKEY: American actor Dustin Hoffman (R) smears with mud English pop singer 
Sting's body as they bathe in mud in Dalyan, in the Mediterranean coast.of Turkey Tuesday. Hoffman 
and Sting with their families are cruising along the Turkish coasts in Mediterranean (Reuters photo) 



Lebanese workers examine the site of a rocket explosion, on Wednesday. Israeli 
planes launched three attacks into Lebanon on Wednesday, firing rockets at 
lerrilla posts near the Syrian border, a power station and a car; one day after 
bollah fighters fired rockets into Israel (Reuters photo) 



U.S.-Israeli anti-missile 
rocket fails its fifth test 


TEL AVIV (AFP.) — A 
fifth test of the Lsraeli-U.S- 
anti-missile rocket, the 
Arrow-2, ended in failure 
Wednesday when the rocket 
swerved out of control 
before reaching its target 
over the Mediterranean Sea. 
the Defence Ministry 
announced. 

“Shortly after launch a 
malfunction occurred and 
the Arrow deviated from its 
planned trajectory. The test 
was terminated." the min- 
istry said in a statement. 

A joint team of U.S. and 


Israeli - technicians were 
studying the test data in a 
bid to determine the cause 
of the malfunction, it said. 

Israel and the United 
Sates have been trying to 
develop the two-stage tacti- 
cal ballistic interceptor for 
nine years and had hoped to 
deploy the weapon as port 
of a missile defence net- 
work by 2000. But 
Wednesday's setback could 
delay the programme. 

The previous test in 
March was considered a 
partial success when the 


Arrow-2 struck its dummy 
target but failed to detonate. 

Israeli authorities have 
repeatedly warned in recent 
years of the danger of 
Syrian and Iranian attempts 
to develop long-range mis- 
siles which would put all of 
Israel within range of con- 
ventional and non-conven- 
tional warheads. 

The Arrow's development 
costs have been estimated at 
$322 million, of which 
Israel is financing 28 per 
cent and the United States 
the remainder. 


Iranian culture minister nominee 
vows to defend artistic freedoms 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami’s moderate nomi- 
nee for culture minister. 
Ataoilah Mohajerani, vowed 
Wednesday to defend cul- 
tural and artistic freedoms 
and criticised recent attacks 
against the media 

Speaking at his confirma- 
tion hearing in the 270- 
member Iranian parliament. 
Mr. Mohajerani defended 
himself against charges 
from conservative deputies 
that he was soft towards the 
West and a “Western cultur- 
al invasion." 

“If parliament approves 
my appointment, I will see 
to it that this ministry 
becomes the jewel of our 
government," Mr. 

Mohajerani told the legisla- 
ture on Lhe second day of the 
confirmation hearings for 
Mr. Khatami’s 22-member 
cabinet. 

Mr. Mohajerani's appoint- 
ment to head, the powerful 
Culture and Islamic 
Guidance Ministry has 
become the focus of the 
debate between conserva- 
tives and supporters of Mr. 
Khatami, a moderate Shiite 
Muslim cleric elected in 
May. 

Mr. Mohajerani vowed 

Wednesday to make “funda- 
mental changes at eveiy 
level" of the culture ministry 
if confirmed and “to guaran- 
tee respect for cultural and 
artistic freedoms," 

“I oppose attacks on book- 
stores and newspaper 
offices” he added in an 
apparent reference to recent 
attacks on liberal publica- 
tions in Iran. 


Bonn says no signs of possible 
- return of EU envoys to Tehran 

BONN (AFP) — Iran has not sent out any signs that 
would allow a return of European Union (EU) ambas- 
sadors to Tehran in the near future, a foreign ministry 
spokesman said here Wednesday. EU ambassadors were 
recalled after a Berlin court suggested in a ruling last 
April that top Iranian leaders were linked to the 1992 
murder of four Kurdish Iranian dissidents in the Gentian 
capital. EU diplomats will return to Iran when ‘Tehran 
gives a sign. that a return of ambassadors is possible" 
Martin Erdmann told journalists. “This is not the case- 
now." he added- Following the court ruling, Tehran and 
Bonn recalled their ambassadors and each expelled four 
diplomats. 


One MP asked Mr. 
Mohajerani to state “dearly 
and unambiguously whether 
or not he would slay Salman 
Rushdie if he came face to 
face with him.” 

Rushdie, the Anglo-Indian 
author of the allegedly blas- 
phemous novel ‘The 
Satanic Verses," was con- 
demned Lo death in February 
1989 by the late Ayatollah 
Khomeini, founder of Iran's 
Islamic state. 

Mr. Mohajerani. who was 
behind a book criticising 
what was described as the 
“Satanic Verses conspiracy," 
did not provide a direct 

reply to the question during 
the time allotted to his 

response. 

On Tuesday, several con- 
servative MPs accused Mr. 
Mohajerani of being 
“lenient and pro-Westem." 
of having “links with liber- 
als," and of having proposed 
a dialogue with die U.S. to 
normalise relations cut in 
•1980. 

They also asserted that he 
was in favour of lifting 


Khomeini's fatwa, or reli- 
gious decree, which called 
on ail Muslims to seek out 
Rushdie and kill him- 

Mr. Mohajerani had earli- 
er tried to head off opposi- 
tion by declaring Saturday 
that he opposed “even the 
slightest dialogue" with 
Washington. ■ which 
Ayatollah Khomeini used to 
describe as “the great 
Satan." 

Mr. Khatami's choice to 
head the interior ministry, 
Abdullah Nouri. was also 
subjected to harsh criticism 
by conservative deputies. 

So far. 10 members of the 
proposed government have 
responded to deputies' criti- 
cisms and a vote on the cab- 
inet list was expected later 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Khatami, who won a 
shock landslide victory over 
his conservative rival in 
May elections, has urged the 
parliament to approve ail 22 
of his ministerial nominees 
so he can begin work as 
soon as possible. 



Elle is pregnant - 

and happy 

SYDNEY (AFP) ^ 
Supermodel gj e 

MacPberson is pregnant by 
her millionaire, boyfriend 
' Arpad “Aride”-Busson and 
delighted that she is soon to 
be a mum. her brother 
Brendan Gow said here 
Wednesday. Gow said his 
older sister was a few 
months pregnant although 
the family had known about 
it for a month. “She's very, 
very happy and it will be a 
very welcome addition to 
the family" he told 
Australian Associated Press. 

Clinton celebrates 
51st birthday 

MARTHA’S VINEYARD. 
Massachusetts (AH 5 ) — 
President Bill Clinton late 
Tuesday celebrated bis 51st 
birthday at a celebrity-filled 
bash on this island enclave. 
Some *75 people attended 
the affair, including singers 
Cariy Simon and James 
Taylor and author William 
Styron. The party was held 
at the home of actors Ted 
Danson and Maty 
Steenbmgen. Around mid- 
night Wednesday the party 
was still going on strong. A 
musical finale was expected 
for the guests. 

Mandela's 77-year- 
old ex-wife no 
longer lonely 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— President Nelson 
Mandela's first wife, Evelyn 
Mase-Mandela. remarried 
on Sunday at the age of IT. 
some 40 years after; her 
divorce from her famous 
husband, the SAPA news 
agency said.' Since the 
divorce in 1958, Mase- 
Mandela, a deeply religious 
grandmother who lives in 
the eastern cape, hamlet of 
Cofimvaba. had been pray- 
ing for another partner (o 
ease her loneliness, the 
SAPA said. She was earlier 
this year drawn to her new 
husband, Simon Rakeepile, 
a father of seven from 
DobsonviUe near 

Johannesburg, who recently 
lost his wife. 

i 

Passionate couple's 
lovemaking almost 
cost them $280,000 


WARENDORF (AFP)— A 
German couple was ordered 
by a court in this western 
town Tuesday to cut out 
screaming and moaning 
while making love and so 
stop disturbing their neigh- 
bours, on pain of a $280,000 
fine or two years in prison. 
Neighbours had taken the 
couple to court because of 
continuous screams, loud 
music and disputes. Neither 
party appeared before the 
court but the couple rejected 
the charges. 

Ali spars with African 
heavyweight champion 

ABIDJAN (AFP) — 
Former world heavyweight 
champion Muhammad Ali 
on Tuesday posed with ris- 
ing boxing stars in . Ivory 
Coast, where the legend of 
the line is on a humanitarian 
visit. Ali jokingly offered to 
take on the best boxer in the 
country before sparring 
briefly with African heavy- 
weight champion Augustin 
N'Gou in front of some 30 
boxers gathered at the sports 
ministry. 

Britain threatened 
by cats 

LONDON (AFP) — Britain 
could be overrun by seven 
million stray cats in 13 
years' time unless all cats 
not required for breeding are 
neutered. the ■ Cals 
Protection League warned 
Monday. The charity said 

the risk of a “plague" of 
cats, fuelled mainly by 
abandoned kittens, was now 
so great that it had launched 
a nationwide neutering cam- 
paign to prevent the problem 
becoming an “epidemic. 
The league said there were 
already an estimated 7 J> 
million cats in British 
homes, making them the 
nation's favourite pets. 
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